
dangerous levels, and

no one seemed to be

able to help. When

Jerre left her apartment

and moved in with her

sister, the welfare

worker refused to ap-

prove payment to a rel-

ative as a landlord, so

her TRA was termi-

nated. Her GA benefit

returned to $140 a

month, which she

turned over in its en-

tirety to her sister for

rent. She relied on her

sister to provide every-

thing, other than the food she could

purchase with her food stamps.  

Her sister was supportive and wanted

to help. However, her sister’s

boyfriend became abusive over time,

and Jerre was forced to leave that situ-

ation as well. She moved in with a

friend from church and, again, the

welfare office refused to approve her

friend as a landlord, stating that if the

woman was her friend, she shouldn’t

need any money to let her stay there.  

When Jerre finally found another

apartment, her case worker then re-

fused to approve her TRA because she

had exceeded the 12-month limit. He

referred her to Emergency Services.

When the worker in the Emergency

Services office approved her for the

Long-Term Support Program (which

provides TRA for an extended length

of time after the 12-month limit), due

to her disabilities, her regular case

worker became angry—declaring that

he wished he had never sent her there.

He continued to berate her until she

complained to his supervisor, who ex-

cused his behavior by stating that he

was new, and feeling very over-

J
erre applied for General Assis-

tance (GA) in 2001 after her un-

employment benefits ran out and

she was facing eviction from her

apartment. She had a car at the time,

and had begun classes related to health

care as a non-matriculated student at

Rutgers University, Newark campus,

paid for by Unemployment. When she

began receiving benefits from the

Board of Social Services, she was told

she could not stay in school and would

need to find some other work. They

did provide temporary rental assis-

tance (TRA) for several years, despite

the 12-month limit on receiving TRA,

but it did not come without a cost.

During the period of time that the

Board of Social Services was provid-

ing rental assistance, her cash benefit

through GA was reduced to just $49

per month.

At $49 a month, the car was the first

thing to go because Jerre could no

longer afford the insurance. With no

vehicle, unable to perform any strenu-

ous activity or heavy lifting, and un-

able to continue her education, her

options were drastically reduced.

Problems in her apartment reached

Single Adults on GA Suffer in Unsafe, Unsanitary
Housing While Receiving $74 a Month

NEWARK

Jerre was 42 years old.

She suffered from de-

pression, a cardiac con-

dition, and severe

orthopedic problems as

a result of 14 years as a

home health aide in a

nursing home. She loved

her work and hoped to

further her education so

that she could obtain

employment in a profes-

sion that doesn’t require

heavy lifting.  In the

meantime, surviving be-

came a full-time job.

Jerre sits in her sparsely furnished apartment reviewing

letters from the local welfare office.

�

�

“You can’t
even buy

paper towels
or tissues or
things like

that with $74
a month.”
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requirement. “I used to cry all the time

because I wasn’t used to it… You can’t

even buy paper towels

or tissues or things

like that with $74 a

month. You can’t go

places,” Jerre points

out, because it’s hard

even to pay for a bus.

Most difficult,

though, is needing to

depend on loved ones

for help. “You feel

like a child” she

says—having to ask

for help, and explain

where every penny is

going.

Once in stable housing, Jerre was able

to focus on pursuing a claim for Sup-

plemental Security Income (SSI). At

the time of the interview, she was also

exploring the possibility of getting

help from the Division of Vocational

Rehabilitation (DVR) to return to

school, and still hoped to be able to re-

turn to work someday. �

whelmed. His own excuse, when he

apologized to her, was that “we have

to discourage people.”

For nearly three more

years she received a

cash benefit of $74 a

month and TRA. She

lived in an apartment

that had rats, a gas leak,

and a leak that regu-

larly gushed water from

the ceiling. She was

surrounded by drug

dealers and her apart-

ment was regularly bur-

glarized. Finally, she

secured an apartment in

a building for people with disabilities.

Because she was no longer receiving

TRA through welfare, she began re-

ceiving the full $210 in GA benefits

each month, out of which she was re-

sponsible for $53 in rent. The remain-

ing $157 was still not much money,

but it was an improvement from $74 a

month—the standard rate for single

people who are receiving TRA and are

medically deferred from the work

�

Help

Legal Services

help more

people like Jerre.

Click here to

make a gift.
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