LEGAL SERVICES: BY THE NUMBERS

Since 1966, Legal Services in New Jersey has taken on over 2.4 million cases, drawing
New Jersey closer to fairness for all its residents.
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o Statewide Legal Services Program
o 5 Regional Programs in 21 Counties
« Statewide Legal Hotline, LSNJLAW*M
o Community Legal Information
Website and Videos, www.Isnjlaw.org
o LSNJ Website, www.Isnj.org
« Pro Bono Volunteer Website,
www.probononj.org
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Case Highlights
o 1,647 foreclosure defense cases were accepted
o 8,970 family cases were opened
1,685 cases on behalf of veterans, active-duty military,
and members of the reserves
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THE STRUGGLE FOR EQUAL JUSTICE

There is no right to an attorney in civil legal cases. Over 2.7 million individuals in New

Jersey live in actual poverty. Nearly 40% of them, 767,342, are children and 1,973,500 are adults.
The adults will face over 1.18 million civil legal problems during the year. They will be able to
secure needed legal representation for less than 6% of these problems.

Consequences of Not Having an Attorney

Without proper legal representation, many are forced to represent themselves in court,
making them vulnerable to errors that can cost them money, their homes, their liveli-
hood. A 2010 survey of 1,000 trial judges illustrates the weakness inherent in people

representing themselves in court.
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Annual legal problems faced by
low-income people without
representation by an attorney.
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