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LSNWJ dedicates this Annual Report to the memory of four lawyers who dedicated their professional lives to
equal justice. We miss them as colleagues and advocates for equal justice:

Jacqueline T. Stevens, Esq.: Jackie did her undergraduate work at City College of New
York and earned a masters degree in history from Columbia University. After living in
Indonesia and the Philippines, she attended Rutgers School of Law-Newark. Jackie came
to the Legal Aid Society of Morris County (now LSNWJ) in 1987 where she worked
until her retirement in 2006. Jackie represented vulnerable seniors and people with
mental illness facing civil commitment or in need of protective services. In the midst of
chaos, Jackie was poised, articulate and unflappable. She was the recipient of the Ronald
B. Atlas Outstanding Attorney Award in 1997. In an interview in 2002, Jackie summed
up her life’s work - “I like helping people.”

Paul D. Amitrani, Esqg.:  Paul graduated from Canisius College in 1971 and
Brooklyn Law School in 1978. He was an Assistant Prosecutor in Hudson, Union and
Somerset Counties and served as counsel to the State Commission of Investigation.
He was associated with Bowers, Murphy, Lieberman, Amitrani & Lambo and then
served as counsel to the Hemophilia Resources Association. A renowned trial
attorney, he joined Legal Services of Northwest Jersey in 2006, taking on the very
difficult work of representing parents involved with DYFS. Paul was an active
member of the Bridgewater Democratic Party for many years and a lifelong advocate
for the chronically ill on the state and national level. Paul had a dry sense of humor
that amused his colleagues and left his adversaries off-balance.

Gina M. Knight, Esq.: Gina graduated from Arizona State University in 1996 and
City University of New York Law School in 2002. Prior to law school, Ms. Knight
was a case manager for adults with serious mental illness. While at law school, she
was awarded the O'Dwyer Fellowship. Following law school, Ms. Knight was a
legal coordinator for the New York City Department of Corrections, assisting
inmates at Riker's Island. In 2006, Ms. Knight joined Legal Services of Northwest
Jersey, handling civil commitment work for the Morris County and Warren County
Divisions of LSNWJ. Ms. Knight was a stalwart advocate for people with mental
illness and received the David J. Gallagher Outstanding Attorney and Disability
Advocate Award posthumously.

Jack S. Cain, Esq. Jack was employed as a teacher and administrator for 20 years.
He received his law degree from Rutgers School of Law-Newark in 1996. In 2004,
after his retirement from teaching, Jack became a staff attorney at LSNWJ, serving as
the Education Representation Project attorney and a trainer in education law. Jack
received the Paul Becker Second Career Award in 2007 from Legal Services of New
Jersey. In his acceptance speech, Jack explained that it had taken him quite some
time to get around to practicing law. He first decided to become a lawyer when, at
age 16, the underage drinking club he had formed was raided and his sentence was to
research search and seizure law and then teach the subject to local law enforcement.
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The year 2008 brought an unprecedented funding crisis to the legal services community. The crash of the real
estate market, decline in interest rates, and economic recession, resulted in a 93% reduction in New Jersey’s
IOLTA program, a major funder of LSNWJ. Many other grantors also had less funding available. The State’s
amazing commitment to equal justice with its increased appropriations to legal services providers helped close
the gap, however, LSNWJ, like other providers of legal services, still faces a substantial deficit in 2009-2010.

LSNWJ implemented cost savings measures — salary and hiring freezes, staff attrition, reductions in fringe
benefits, and line-by-line review of all expenses. We continue to implement practices, coordination and
collaboration that improve efficiency and have worked hard to expand our Volunteer Involvement Program to
supplement our services. In 2008, private attorneys contributed more than 1400 hours to help low-income
people, in-house volunteer lawyers who work side-by-side with staff donated more than 1100 hours, and

corporate volunteers gave almost 300 hours.

The same economic crisis that reduces our ability to serve increases the need for our services. With
unemployment escalating and foreclosures skyrocketing, the struggle of low-income people to meet their
essential needs has intensified. LSNWJ remains committed to assisting the most vulnerable with legal issues
that are critical for self-sufficiency (shelter and housing, sustainable income, assets necessary for self-
sufficiency, family relationships, personal safety, health care, employment, education and autonomy). The legal
need and poverty confronted by LSNWJ attorneys and staff is staggering, however, when faced with increased
need and fewer resources, they somehow find a way to serve our clients. The tragedy remains that for every
client we help attain self-sufficiency, four more low-income households go without legal assistance and have no

access to equal justice.

In the first years of this century, LSNWJ was able to make significant strides in the fight for equal justice.
We implemented special initiatives to provide legal assistance in areas traditionally underserved, such as
workers’ rights, health care access, and education. We recognized the coming foreclosure crisis and devoted
resources to fight foreclosures and predatory lending practices long before the issue became a staple of the
evening news. We added additional professions to our staff, such as social work and language services, to
assure that our assistance is accessible and comprehensive. LSNWJ and the community must work together

to make sure that this progress toward equal justice is not lost in the coming year.
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How clients come to LSNW
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In addition to the 4,586 individuals and families provided direct legal assistance in 2008, 800
people received self-help booklets, 1550 people accessed educational and self-help materials from
the LSNWJ website, 3500 people received legal education materials and 1083 people attended
community education provided by LSNWJ.
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LSNWJ BALANCE SHEET

For the Years Ended December 31, 2008 & 2007

December 31,

2008 2007
Assets
Current assets
Cash and cash equivalents $ 314,398 455,875
Cash - temporarily restricted 35,578 31,338
Cash - escrow 4,031 2,814
Due from grants and contracts 478,170 363,388
Prepaid expenses 87,549 65,758
Misc Receivables 16,244 10,238
Total current assets 935,970 929,411
Property & equipment, net 172,184 194,494
Other assets
Cash - permanently restricted 48,277 48,277
Security Deposit 8,233 8,233
Total other 56,510 56,510
$ 1,164,664 1,180,415
Liabilities and Net Assets
Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable & Accrued expenses $ 67,304 71,151
Accrued Vacation 125,676 131,344
Client escrow 4,031 2,814
Refundable Advances 148,974 140,283
Total current liabilities 345,985 345,592
Net Assets
Unrestricted net assets:
Operations, undesignated 489,406 524,817
Operations, designated by board 35,000
Property & Equipment 172,184 194,494
Temp restricted 73,812 67,235
Permanent 48,277 48,277
Total Net assets 818,679 834,823
TOTAL LIABILITIES & ASSETS $ 1,164,664 1,180,415
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LSNWJ STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
For the Years Ended December 31, 2008 & 2007

2008 2007
Support and Revenue
Grants and contracts $ 4,097,554 $ 3,989,055
Contributions 45,400 46,644
Contributed Supplies & Equipment 27,432 46,506
State SSI reimbursements 21,758 11,005
Interest income 9,772 17,470
In-kind Services 744,902 390,254
In-kind Space 62,536 91,869
Miscellaneous 1,225 4,222
Total 5,010,579 4,597,025
Personnel Expenses
Management 305,013 269,885
Lawyers 1,613,145 1,553,891
Paralegals & Legal Assistants 555,370 548,394
Support Staff 368,341 342,850
Payroll Taxes 245,346 232,611
Employee benefits 575,187 552,721
Total 3,662,402 3,500,352
Other Expenses
Audit 30,000 28,800
Travel 30,674 31,567
Space & occupancy 170,637 142,549
Donated space 62,536 91,869
Consumable supplies 46,671 63,545
Equipment maintenance 9,742 13,289
Training 16,016 20,146
Insurance 39,942 37,070
Telephone 25,418 21,997
Library, Research 27,184 29,814
Case Expenses 25,013 29,918
Dues and fees 6,868 9,965
Contract services to clients 57,483 52,162
Other direct costs 26,441 17,566
Grant Reconciliation Expense - 2,474
In-kind Services 744,902 382,103
Depreciation 44,794 47,093
Total other expenses 1,364,321 1,021,927
TOTAL EXPENSES 5,026,723 4,522,279
Support and revenue over expenses (16,144) 74,746
Balance - beginning 834,823 760,077
Balance - ending $ 818,679 $ 834,823
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LSNWJ EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Thomas J. Welchman, Esq. - President
Thomas E. Bracken, Esq. - Vice-President
Jane Herchenroder, Esq. - Secretary
Elizabeth H. Smith, Esq. — Treasurer
Kevin Hahn, Esq., Member

LSNWJ TRUSTEES

Christine Restifo Marianne McConnell, Esqg.
Gordon S. Graber, Esq. Larry S. Raiken, Esq.
William J. Lovas, Esq. Miles S. Winder, 111, Esqg.

Patrick T. Collins, Esqg.
Janet C. Lucas, Esq.
Stuart C. Ours, Esq.

Leonard Friedman, CPA, Advisor

MANAGEMENT & FINANCE TEAM

Diane K. Smith, Esq., Executive Director
Deborah P. Smith, Finance Administrator
Ellen Dazet, Finance Team

Carol A. Buttke, Finance Team

REGIONAL UNITS

Jack S. Cain, Esq., Education Rights

Carol Lynn Fine, Esq. Workers’ Rights

Tiesh I. Reaves, Esq., Health Care Access

David M. Saltzman, Esq. Anti-Predatory Lending
Andrea L. Strack, Esq., Family Representation
Robin Keegan, LSW, Social Work

B. Tatiana Dallmann, Language Services

SOMERSET COUNTY TEAM

Richard A. Mastro, Esq., Consumer Team Leader
Norma Melendez-Galinsky, Esqg.

Carol Vadimsky Spicer, Esq.

Elizabeth Szabo, Esq., Family Team Leader
Irene L. Corcoran

Maggie Lattrell

Sulma Marino

Denyse S. Mitterhofer

Brandon L. Sipple, Volunteer

Karl Clough, Volunteer

WARREN COUNTY TEAM

Grace E. Kelly, Esq., Senior Attorney
Angela Arabia-Meyer, Esq

Gina M. Knight, Esqg.

Dorothy Razawich, Esg.

Theresa Kist, Office Manager
Patricia Melillo

Billie Jean Staples

Legal Services of Northwest Jersey

MORRIS COUNTY TEAM

William F. Matrician, Esq., Program Director
Gerald Brennan, Esq., Housing Team Leader
Monica Hardy, Esqg.

Dawn F. Manning, Esq.

Heather Oakley, Esq.

Elide Young, Office Manager

Joan Marron

Claudia Ruiz VVon Briel

Gladys Gil

Elizabeth Imagna

Mary Anne Wright

John Pendergast, Intern

Michael Balzano, Volunteer

HUNTERDON COUNTY TEAM

Martha Gonzalez, Esqg., Program Director,
Public Entitlements Team Leader

Alisa Grossman, Esq.

Victoria Reiners, Esq.

Patricia W. Abolt, Esq., Volunteer

Joanne Gardner, Esg., Volunteer

Vivian Kale

Jennifer Stoy

SUSSEX COUNTY TEAM

Theresa A. Henninger, Program Manager
Michael L. Wojcik, Esg., Individual Rights Team
Leader

Joanne Armstrong Brandwood, Esg.

Elizabeth Marshall, Esqg., Volunteer

Robert D. McLellan, Esq., Volunteer

Michele Curcio

Leanne D’Angelo
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LSNWJ CONTACT INFORMATION

Websites: www.lsnj.org/Isnwj
www.Isnwj.org
E-mail: Isnwj@Isnj.org

TDD: (866) 201-3672

Hunterdon County Division

82 Park Avenue

Flemington, NJ 08822-1172
Phone: (908) 782-7979

Fax: (908) 782-9761

E-mail: Isnwj-hunterdon@lIsnj.org

Morris County Division

30 Schuyler Place, 2™ floor
P.O. Box 900

Morristown, NJ 07963-0900
Phone: (973) 285-6911

Fax: (973) 605-8991

E-mail: Isnwj-morris@Isnj.org

Somerset County Division

34 W. Main St., Suite 301
Somerville, NJ 08876-2218
Phone: (908) 231-0840

Fax: (908) 231-6780

E-mail: Isnwj-somerset@Isnj.org

Sussex County Division

18 Church Street, Suite 120
Newton, NJ 07860-1702
Phone: (973) 383-7400

Fax: (973) 383-3469

E-mail: Isnwj-sussex@Isnj.org

Warren County Division

91 Front Street

Belvidere, NJ 07823-1437
Phone: (908) 475-2010

Fax: (908) 475-1719

E-mail: Isnwj-warren@Isnj.org

LSNWJ
34 W. Main Street, Suite 301
Somerville NJ 08876-2218
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