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The New Jer sey Safe Hous ing Act—
Help for Do mes tic Vi o lence

Vic tim Ten ants
THE NEW JER SEY Safe Hous ing Act is a new law
that al lows do mes tic vi o lence vic tims and/or their
chil dren who are ten ants to end their lease be fore
it is over. The pur pose of the law is to help vic tims
who are ten ants find safe, long-term hous ing. The
num ber of this law, called the cite, is N.J.S.A
46:8-9.4.  (A cite tells you the book in which the law
is lo cated.) 

Ten ants must give writ ten no tice to the land lord
Un der the law, a ten ant must give the land lord

writ ten no tice to end a lease early. The lease will
then end 30 days af ter the land lord re ceives this no -
tice. You are re quired to pay the rent un til this 30th
day. The no tice must tell the land lord that: 
l Stay ing in the leased apart ment or build ing

will cause the vic tim/ten ant or ten ant’s child
or any child to face an im me di ate threat of se -
ri ous phys i cal harm from an other per son.
For the pur poses of this law, the def i ni tion of
do mes tic vi o lence has been ex panded to in -
clude a threat against any child. The child
does not have to be a child born to the victim
and the abuser.
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Look ing Out For Your Le gal Rights®

About Looking Out 

Looking Out For Your Le gal Rights is pub lished 10 times a

year by Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey. If you are a Le gal

Ser vices cli ent, you can pick up a copy at your lo cal Le -

gal Ser vices of fice. You may also read Looking Out on

our Web site at www.lsnj.org/selfhelp.htm.

Sub scrip tions

Sub scrip tions are $10 a year. See or der form on page 11.

Back Is sues

You can view back is sues at www.lsnj.org/selfhelp.htm.

Printed cop ies of back is sues, when avail able, are $3 each.

Change of Ad dress

If you are mov ing, please send us your new ad dress and

a copy of your Look ing Out mail ing la bel.

Com ments

If you have any sug ges tions or com ments about Look ing 

Out, we would like to hear from you. Please send all cor -

re spon dence to:
Ed i tor, Looking Out

Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey
P.O. Box 1357

Ed i son, NJ  08818-1357
pub li ca tions@lsnj.org

This news let ter is for gen eral in for ma tion only. If you
have a le gal prob lem, you should see a law yer.

A por tion of the cost of this pub li ca tion was sup ported
by funds pro vided by the IOLTA Fund of the Bar of
New Jer sey.

© 2010 Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

Look ing Out For Your Le gal Rights is a fed er ally reg is tered trade mark of Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey.

l The threat of se ri ous phys i cal
harm co mes from a spe cific per -
son. (Ten ants may not end a lease
based on a gen eral threat.) For ex -
am ple, this re quire ment would be
met if the abuser knows where the
vic tim lives and there has been a
pre vi ous in ci dent of do mes tic vi o -
lence (even if it did not oc cur at
the leased location). 

The writ ten no tice must in clude
other ev i dence of the threat

The vic tim/ten ant must send other
ev i dence (proof) of the threat with the
writ ten no tice end ing the lease. The
other ev i dence should show the rea sons
the vic tim/ten ant is fac ing an im me di -
ate threat of se ri ous phys i cal harm. The
fol low ing doc u ments are ex am ples of
ac cept able evidence of the threat:
l A cer ti fied (of fi cial) copy of a fi nal

(not a tem po rary) re strain ing or -
der based on the New Jer sey Pre -
ven tion of Do mes tic Vi o lence Act

pro tect ing the vic tim/ten ant from 
the same abu sive per son named in
the written notice

l A cer ti fied copy of a fi nal re strain -
ing or der from an other ju ris dic -
tion (state or coun try) based on
the do mes tic vi o lence law of that
other ju ris dic tion pro tect ing the
vic tim/ten ant from the same abu -
sive per son named in the written
notice

l A law en force ment agency re cord
(such as a po lice re port) doc u -
ment ing the do mes tic vi o lence or
cer ti fy ing (of fi cially stat ing) that
the vic tim/ten ant or child of the
ten ant is a vic tim of domestic
violence

l The notes or re ports of a doc tor or
nurse or other health care pro -
vider from a hos pi tal or emer -
gency room or pri vate med i cal
of fice de scrib ing in ju ries from the
do mes tic violence 

l A writ ten cer tif i ca tion (of fi cial
state ment) from a cer ti fied Do -
mes tic Vi o lence Spe cial ist or the

Safe Hous ing Act
con tin ued from page 1
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di rec tor of a des ig nated (of fi cially
rec og nized) do mes tic vi o lence
agency stat ing that the ten ant or a
child of the ten ant is a victim of
domestic violence

l Other doc u men ta tion or cer tif i ca -
tion from a li censed so cial worker
that the ten ant or a child of the
ten ant is a vic tim of do mes tic
violence.

The other doc u ments that a vic -
tim/ten ant sends with the writ ten no tice 
to the land lord are very im por tant.
Please note that:
l Any re strain ing or der sent must be 

a fi nal re strain ing or der (FRO). A
tem po rary re strain ing or der
(TRO) by it self is not enough, al -
though a TRO sent with other ac -
cept able doc u men ta tion may
help.

l The peo ple who write re ports or
let ters should state the rea sons
they are qual i fied to write the re -
ports and at tach a copy of their
résumé.

l The re port or let ter should ex -
plain what the per son is re ly ing on
in or der to talk about the vic tim of
do mes tic vi o lence. For ex am ple,
the writ ers should men tion any
in-per son meet ing or any other
doc u ments that were reviewed.

It is rec om mended that the ten ant be
con nected with their county do mes tic vi -
o lence agency.  For a list of these agen -
cies, see the ap pen dix of our hand book,
Do mes tic Vi o lence: A Guide to the Le gal
Rights of Do mes tic Vi o lence Vic tims in New
Jer sey, which you may read on our Web
site, www.lsnjlaw.org.  

When will the lease end?
Thirty days af ter the land lord re -

ceives the no tice and other doc u ments,
the lease will end and the vic tim/ten ant
may stop pay ing rent.  The vic tim/ten -
ant must pay rent un til that 30th day.   

If there are other ten ants on the
lease, the other ten ants’ lease also ends. 
The other ten ants may en ter into a new
lease if the land lord chooses.  The other
ten ants should not be re moved from the 
home, un less the land lord has good
cause un der land lord/ten ant laws.

What about my se cu rity de posit?
If you end your lease and leave, the

New Jer sey Safe Hous ing Act states that
the land lord must re turn your se cu rity
de posit within 15 days af ter you are out.
The law al lows the land lord to keep part
of the de posit if you dam aged the apart -
ment or owe rent.  The land lord must
send a no tice to your last known ad dress
within three busi ness days af ter you
leave to let you know where you can go
to get your de posit back. If the land lord
has kept some of the de posit money, the
writ ten no tice must also tell you why.  If
you do not agree with the rea sons the
land lord gives for keep ing some of the

Un der the law, a ten ant must give the land -
lord writ ten no tice to end a lease early.
The lease will then end 30 days af ter the

land lord re ceives this no tice.
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de posit, you may sue the land lord in
small claims court for two times the
amount he kept, plus any fees you pay if
you have to hire an at tor ney to help you.
(The cite to the law that says this is
N.J.S.A. 46:8-21.1.)

Per sonal in for ma tion must be
kept con fi den tial

To be suc cess ful and end a lease un -
der this law, you will have to re veal very
per sonal in for ma tion about your sit u a -
tion.  The New Jer sey Safe Hous ing Act
re quires that land lords and/or mu nic i -
pal clerks must keep it pri vate and con fi -
den tial. They are pro hib ited from
re veal ing any in for ma tion about the do -
mes tic vi o lence.  Land lords are also spe -
cif i cally pro hib ited from en ter ing the

in for ma tion into any “shared da ta base,”
such as one that would be avail able to
ten ant-screen ing com pa nies or other
agen cies that gen er ate ten ant-screen ing 
re ports.  The law does, how ever, al low
the land lord to use the in for ma tion with
your con sent, if necessary for a future
court proceeding about the tenancy. 

The New Jer sey Safe Hous ing Act
goes a long way in help ing vic tims of do -
mes tic vi o lence who are try ing to leave a
dan ger ous sit u a tion.  If you are a vic tim
seek ing as sis tance with a do mes tic vi o -
lence is sue, please call LSNJ-LAW™, Le -
gal Ser vices of New Jer sey’s state wide,
tol l - free le  gal  hot  l ine,  at
1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529). Hot -
line hours are Mon day through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. r

By Monica C. Gural, Su per vis ing At tor ney, and Con nie Pascale, Vice-Pres i dent, Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

 What if I live in pub lic hous ing?
If you live in pub lic hous ing, or some other build ing that is sub si dized, or have a
Hous ing Choice voucher (also called a Sec tion 8 voucher), you may have to do
other things in or der to end a lease. 

l Give proper no tice. The first thing you should do is look at your lease and
see what it says about any no tices you need to give to the Hous ing Au thor ity
or land lord if  you want to get out of your lease. There is also a fed eral law,
called the Vi o lence Against Women Act, that can help you if you live in pub -
lic or sub si dized hous ing or have a voucher. (The cite to this law is P.L.
109-162.)  

l Get the Hous ing Au thor ity to help you. The Hous ing Au thor ity may evict
the abuser and let you stay. An other thing the Hous ing Au thor ity or the
land lord can do if you are in dan ger of be ing harmed by your abuser is
move you to an other apart ment. If you have a voucher, you may use the
New Jer sey Safe Hous ing Act to end your lease and move to an other house
or apart ment.  The Hous ing Au thor ity in charge of your voucher should
help you do this.

Whether you live in pub lic hous ing or sub si dized hous ing or have a voucher,
one of the most im por tant things you will need is some proof that you are a vic tim
of do mes tic vi o lence. The same kind of proof that is needed un der the New Jer sey
Safe Hous ing Act should be enough.  (This proof is de scribed on pages 2-3.)
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How to Pre pare for a Do mes tic Vi o lence
Re strain ing Or der Risk As sess ment

ONCE YOU HAVE re ceived a Fi nal Re -
strain ing Or der (FRO) from the Fam ily
Court, you may re quest that the court or -
der a risk as sess ment.

What is a risk as sess ment?
A risk as sess ment helps the court to

de cide what type of parenting time (vis i -
ta tion) to or der for the de fen dant. If the
court or ders a risk as sess ment, a court
pro fes sional will ar range a sep a rate in -
ter view with each of you. Dur ing the in -
ter view, each of you may give the court
pro fes sional in for ma tion about your sit -
u a tion. You may also of fer ev i dence, in -
clud ing doc u ments and wit nesses. Af ter
the pro fes sional fin ishes the in ter views,
a re port will be writ ten and a hear ing will 
be sched uled. At the hear ing, the judge
will then make a de ci sion about the de -
fen dant’s parenting time, based in part
on the risk as sess ment. The court may
pro vide a copy of the com pleted risk as -
sess ment to each party (the plain tiff and
the de fen dant) or to their at tor neys if
they have them.

What does the risk as sess ment do?
A risk as sess ment eval u ates the risk to

a child dur ing the de fen dant’s
parenting time. If the court de ter mines
that the child or chil dren are at risk for
any form of abuse while in the de fen -
dant’s care, the court may place re stric -
tions on how, when, and where the
de fen dant will see the child. The court
may also re quire that the de fen dant
com plete more eval u a tions or coun sel -
ing pro grams be fore see ing the child.

Tips on How to Pre pare for the
Risk As sess ment

Think be fore hand about what type of 
parenting time you would like the de -
fen dant to have with the child. You
should also gather ev i dence and de cide
what you want to tell the court pro fes -
sional. Fo cus on facts that are re lated to
the safety of the child dur ing parenting
time with the de fen dant. Be low is a list of 
items that you should share with the
court pro fes sional at the interview:
l In for ma tion about the de fen -

dant’s acts of do mes tic vi o lence
against you, in clud ing, but not
lim ited to, any phys i cal in ju ries,
ver bal threats, or the use of a
weapon.

l Cop ies of doc u ments re lated to
the do mes tic vi o lence, in clud ing,
but not lim ited to, tem po rary and
fi nal re strain ing or ders, po lice re -
ports, and medical reports. 

l Ev i dence of abuse or ne glect to a
child.

A risk as sess ment helps the court to de cide
what type of parenting time (vis i ta tion) to

or der for the de fen dant. 

Copyright 2010 Legal Services of New Jersey
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l Cop ies of doc u ments show ing how 
the do mes tic vi o lence has af fected
the child, such as med i cal re cords,
school re cords, and any other in -
for ma tion re lated to the child’s
behavior.

l The de fen dant’s ex pe ri ence act -
ing as a par ent to the child.

l A de scrip tion of any men tal health 
prob lems ex pe ri enced by the de -
fen dant, which might cause him
or her to harm or not prop erly par -
ent the child.

l The de fen dant’s past crim i nal his -
tory, if any.

l De tails about the lo ca tion where
parenting time with the de fen dant 
will take place, in clud ing how the
child will be trans ported to and
from this lo ca tion.

l In for ma tion about any sub stance
abuse prob lems the de fen dant
may have, in clud ing al co hol,
drugs, pre scrip tion med i ca tion,
etc.

l Any in for ma tion that you think
the de fen dant should have about
the child, such as med i cal re cords,
school re cords, or any other in for -
ma tion nec es sary to meet the
child’s needs.

l Your sug ges tions about the
amount of parenting time the de -
fen dant should have with the child. 
Of fer sug ges tions that will work for
both you and the child. Share the
child’s feel ings about parenting
time with the de fen dant.

Be cre ative! Have sug ges tions that
will work for both you and your child.

Op tions for Parenting Time
In or der to make a de ci sion about

parenting time, the court will read the
risk as sess ment. At the risk as sess ment
hear ing, the court will ask you and the de -
fen dant about parenting time. Then the
court will make the fi nal de ter mi na tion
about parenting time with the de fen -
dant. Listed be low are dif fer ent types of
parenting time a court may or der.

l Sus pended Parenting Time. If the
court de ter mines that the de fen -
dant has been abu sive or will be abu -
sive to the child, the judge may
com pletely sus pend parenting time
or sus pend parenting time un til the
de fen dant com pletes cer tain pro -
grams, such as a su per vised ther a -
peu tic parenting-time pro gram.

l Su per vised Ther a peu tic Parenting

Time. This is parenting time that oc -
curs in a ther a peu tic en vi ron ment,
such as a coun sel ing ses sion.

l Su per vised Parenting Time. If a
court or ders su per vised parenting
time, this means that the de fen dant

Think about what type of parenting time
you would like the de fen dant to have

with the child.
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is not al lowed to be alone with the
child. The parenting time must be
su per vised by ei ther a court-spon -
sored pro gram or a third party. 

l Un su per vised Parenting Time. If the 
court  or ders  un su per v ised
parenting time, the judge’s or der
should di rect the spe cific pick-up
dates and times in which the de fen -
dant may have parenting time with
the child. This may in clude: 

ü Neutral Pick-Up and Drop-Off

Sites. The judge may choose a
location that is not near the
home where you may deliver
your child to the defendant.

ü Curbside Pick-Up and Drop-Off.
This direction requires the
defendant to stay in the vehicle
while the child walks to the car
from your front door.

Re sources
If you would like more in for ma tion

about risk as sess ments or do mes tic vi o -
lence, you may con tact LSNJ-LAW™,

Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey’s state wide,
tol l - free le  gal  hot  l ine,  at
1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888- 576-5529) or
visit www.lsnjlaw.org. You may also view
in struc tional vid eos on YouTube at
www.youtube.com/view_play_list?p=4174
0A5D5A866AF9. r

By Candace John son, DVRP Fel low, un der the
su per vi sion of Monica C. Gural, Su per vis ing At tor ney,

Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey’s Do mes tic Vi o lence
Rep re sen ta tion Pro ject

Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey's vid eos about
tem po rary and per ma nent re strain ing or ders

are avail able on YouTube.

LSNJ-LAW™ State wide Le gal Hot line
If you are a low-in come New Jer sey res i dent, you may be
el i gi ble for le gal help from a Le gal Ser vices of fice in
your area. You may also be el i gi ble for free le gal ad vice
from LSNJ-LAW™, Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey's state -
wide, toll-free le gal hot line. The hot line tele phone
num ber is 1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529) or
732-572-9100 if you are call ing from out side New Jer sey.
Hot line hours are Mon day through Fri day, 8 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. If you are not el i gi ble for as sis tance from Le -
gal Ser vices, the hot line will re fer you to other pos si ble
re sources.

Copyright 2010 Legal Services of New Jersey
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New Jer sey Su preme Court Sets Lim its on
Cer tain Driv er's Li cense Suspensions

Court de ci sion sets guide lines for fair and uni form sen tenc ing

IN JULY, a New Jer sey Su preme Court
de ci sion set lim its on cer tain driver's li -
cense sus pen sions. This new de ci sion is
likely to af fect many driv ers in the state.

Be fore this de ci sion, the law (N.J.S.A.
39:5-31) did not limit the length of time
for which a judge could sus pend the li -
cense of a per son who had will fully vi o -
lated a mo tor ve hi cle or traf fic law.
Mu nic i pal and su pe rior court judges
used their own per sonal opin ion and
judg ment to de cide whether or not to
sus pend a li cense and for how long. 

Judges must now use a list of seven
fac tors to de cide whether or not to sus -
pend li censes. These fac tors are also
sup posed to help judges de cide the
length of time to sus pend li censes. They
must also now give a spe cific rea son for
the sus pen sion.

What fac tors must a judge use to
de cide whether or not to sus pend

a driver’s li cense?
Judges must con sider the fol low ing

fac tors: 

l The spe cific facts about the de fen -
dant’s ac tions, in clud ing:
ü whether or not the actions were

high risk;
ü whether those actions caused

danger to the public;
ü whether the actions caused

physical harm; and
ü whether the actions caused

property damage;
l The de fen dant’s driv ing re cord,

in clud ing:
ü the defendant’s age and length

of time as a licensed driver;
ü the number of past motor

vehicle violations;
ü how serious they were; and
ü how often they occurred;

l Whether the de fen dant’s driv ing
re cord shows that it is likely that he 
or she will break an other mo tor ve -
hi cle law; 

l Whether the char ac ter and at ti -
tude of the de fen dant in di cates
that he or she is likely to com mit
an other vi o la tion;

l Whether the de fen dant’s ac tions
were a re sult of cir cum stances that
are likely to hap pen again;

l Whether a li cense sus pen sion
would cause ex ces sive hard ship to
the de fen dant and/or oth ers who
rely on the de fen dant for in come
and other nec es sary things; and

l The need to sus pend the de fen -
dant’s li cense in or der to dis cour -
age him or her from vi o lat ing the
mo tor ve hi cle laws again and any

Judges must con sider whether the driver's
ac tions caused dan ger to the pub lic.
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other im por tant fac tors that the
court identifies.

Judges must also give rea sons for
sus pend ing a driv er's li cense

In its opin ion, the Su preme Court
noted that hav ing a driver’s li cense in
New Jer sey is “nearly a ne ces sity” for
most peo ple be cause driv ing is the way
that most peo ple travel to work and do
chores ev ery day.

Be cause driv ing is so im por tant, the
Su preme Court now re quires judges to
give good rea sons for sus pend ing a
driver’s li cense. The Court de cided that
if judges give rea sons for sus pen sion of
li censes, peo ple will be treated more
fairly. And peo ple who break the same
mo tor ve hi cle laws in the same way will
re ceive the same punishment.

The ef fect of this new law on pris on ers 
re en ter ing their com mu ni ties

The driver’s li cense of a for merly-in -
car cer ated per son may be sus pended for 
a va ri ety of rea sons, in clud ing fail ure to

pay fines and/or ap pear in court,
cer tain drug-re lated of fenses, and vi o la -
tions of the mo tor ve hi cle and traf fic
laws. A driver’s li cense sus pen sion is a
ma jor ob sta cle to a per son’s ef fec tive re -
en try into the com mu nity. This new law
should help peo ple who face driver’s li -
cense sus pen sions for “will ful vi o la tions” 
of the motor vehicle and traffic laws.

LSNJ’s Pris oner Re en try Pro ject
For more in for ma tion about this new

law or about pris oner re en try, con tact
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey’s Pris oner
Re en try Pro ject (PREP). PREP pro vides
as sis tance in civil mat ters to el i gi ble in -
mates and those with crim i nal re cords to 
help them suc cess fully tran si tion back
into so ci ety. Con tact PREP by call ing
LSNJ’s state wide, toll-free le gal hot line
at 1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529).
Out side of New Jer sey, please call
732-572-9100 and ask to be transferred
to the hotline. r

 By Akil S. Roper, Su per vis ing At tor ney, Le gal Ser vices of 
New Jer sey’s Pris oner Re en try Pro ject

Le gal Ser vices of New
Jer sey’s Pris oner Re en -
try Pro ject pro vides as -
sis tance in civil mat ters 
to el i gi ble in mates and
those with crim i nal re -
cords to help them suc -
cess fully tran si tion
back into so ci ety.
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Oc to ber is Do mes tic Vi o lence Aware ness Month
Oc to ber is Do mes tic Vi o lence Aware ness Month (DVAM), and do mes tic vi -
o lence ser vice agen cies will be hold ing events to en cour age com mu ni ties to
take ac tion to pre vent do mes tic vi o lence. You may find a list of events sched -
uled so far on the Web site of the New Jer sey Co ali tion for Bat tered Women,
www.njcbw.org.

If you know some one who is a vic tim of do mes tic vi o lence, or if you need
help for your self, call the state wide do mes tic vi o lence hot line at the New
Jersey Co ali tion for Bat tered Women, 1-800-572-SAFE (1-800-572-7233), for
ad vice or a re fer ral to a lo cal pro gram. Many vic tims of do mes tic vi o lence feel
iso lated and alone, but there is ex pert help avail able. A phone call to the hot -
line can help vic tims be come aware of op tions and ser vices within their lo cal
com mu ni ties.

Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey’s
Do mes tic Vi o lence Rep re sen ta tion Pro ject

Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey’s Do mes tic Vi o lence Rep re sen ta tion Pro ject
(DVRP) pro vides le gal rep re sen ta tion, re fer ral, and ad vice to low-in come
New Jerseyans who suf fer abuse from a spouse or for mer spouse, pres ent or
for mer house hold mem ber, or some one with whom they have been in a dat -
ing re la tion ship or share a child, and can not af ford to pay for the ser vices of
a pri vate law yer. To find out if you are el i gi ble for help from the DVRP, call
LSNJ-LAW™, Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey’s state -
wide, toll-free le gal hot line, at 1-888-LSNJ-LAW
(1-888-576-5529) or 732-572-9100 if you are call -
ing from out side New Jer sey. Hot line hours are
Mon day through Fri day, 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. If you
are not el i gi ble for as sis tance from Le gal Ser vices,
the hot line will re fer you to other pos si ble re -
sources.

Hand book and Self-Help Vid eos
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey pub lishes a hand -

book, Do mes tic Vi o lence: A Guide to the Le gal Rights of
Do mes tic Vi o lence Vic tims in New Jer sey, which is avail -
able on our Web site, www.lsnjlaw.org. LSNJ also
has a se ries of self-help vid eos about re strain ing
or ders avail able on YouTube. You may find them
by go ing to www.youtube.com and search ing for
LSNJ and re strain ing or der.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
A Guide to the
Legal Rights of

Domestic Violence Victims
In New Jersey

Written and Published by
Legal Services of New Jersey

Con tact Le gal Ser vices of

New Jer sey for a copy of our

guide to the le gal rights of

 domestic vi o lence vic tims.

Copyright 2010 Legal Services of New Jersey

http://www.lsnj.org/selfhelp.htm#dv
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NEW JER SEY LE GAL SER VICES PRO GRAMS
State Co or di nat ing Pro gram

Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey
(732) 572-9100
www.LSNJ.org

LSNJ-LAW™ toll-free, state wide le gal hot line:
1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529)

www.LSNJLAW.org

RE GIONAL LE GAL SER VICES PRO GRAMS

Cen tral Jer sey Le gal Ser vices

Mer cer County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 695-6249

Middlesex County—New Bruns wick . . . . . . . . . . (732) 249-7600

Middlesex County—Perth Amboy . . . . . . . . . . . (732) 324-1613

Un ion County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 354-4340

Essex-New ark Le gal Ser vices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 624-4500

Le gal Ser vices of North west Jer sey

Hunterdon County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 782-7979

Mor ris County. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 285-6911

Somerset County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 231-0840

Sus sex County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 383-7400

War ren County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 475-2010

North east New Jer sey Le gal Ser vices

Bergen County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (201) 487-2166

Hud son County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (201) 792-6363

Passaic County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 523-2900

Ocean-Monmouth Le gal Ser vices

Monmouth County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (732) 866-0020

Ocean County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (732) 341-2727

South Jer sey Le gal Ser vices

Atlantic County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 348-4200

Burlington County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 261-1088

Cam den County. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 964-2010

Cape May County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 465-3001

Cen tral ized in take num ber. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-496-4570

Cum ber land County Work ers Rights Pro ject . . . . . (856) 691-0494

Glou ces ter County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 848-5360

Or der Form

q Yes, I want to sub scribe to Look ing Out For Your Le gal Rights®. En closed is a
check/money or der for $10.00 for a one-year sub scrip tion (10 is sues).

q New Sub scrip tion q Re newal (please at tach mail ing la bel)

q Please send me an e-mail sub scrip tion.
My email ad dress is:_______________________

Name _____________________________________

Address ___________________________________

City, State, ZIP _____________________________

Make checks pay able to
Le gal Serv ices of New Jer sey

Mail cou pon and pay ment to
Le gal Serv ices of New Jer sey

P.O. Box 1357
Edi son, NJ  08818- 1357

10/10
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Cómo prepararse para una
evaluación del riesgo en un
caso de violencia doméstica
Después de recibir la orden fi nal de restricción 

(conocida por sus siglas en inglés FRO) en el tri -
bu nal de fa milia, usted puede pedir que se evalúe
el riesgo al que podría estar expuesto su hijo du -
rante las visitas con el demandado. Esta
evaluación le ayudará al juez a decidir el tipo de
visitas que le permitirá al demandado tener con
dicho menor. Si el juez ordena que se haga esta
evaluación, un empleado jurídico con

Look ing Out For Your Le gal Rights: flip over for Eng lish edi tion

¿Qué es una evaluación
del riesgo en un caso de
violencia doméstica y
para qué sirve? Página 1

Octubre es el mes para
enterarnos de lo que es
la violencia doméstica.
Página 5

El boletín de educación jurídica para los habitantes de Nueva Jer sey

continúa en la página 2

Cuáles Son Sus
Derechos Legales

 Octubre 2010              Publicado por Los Servicios Legales de Nueva Jer sey

ye sreJ we N f o sec i vreS l a geL
7531 xoB . O. P

753 1- 81880  J N , no si dE

Octubre es el 
mes para aprender 
sobre la
violencia doméstica

Copyright 2010 Legal Services of New Jersey
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capacitación idónea programará una
cita para entrevistar a cada una de las
par tes. Du rante la entrevista se podrá
dar información acerca de la situación.
Usted podrá presentar documentos y
testigos. Después de las entrevistas, se
redactará un informe y se programará
una audiencia en la que el juez tomará la 
decisión con respecto a las visitas que se
le permitirán a la parte demandada.
Dicha decisión se basará, en parte, en la
evaluación del riesgo. El tri bu nal tal vez
le entregue una copia de la evaluación a
cada una de las par tes (al demandante y
al demandado) o a los abogados de cada
uno de estos, si es que hay alguno. 

¿De qué se trata la evaluación?
Se trata de una evaluación destinada

a estudiar el riesgo al que puede estar
expuesto el menor du rante las visitas
con la parte demandada. Si el juez
determina que el menor, estando bajo el 
cuidado de este pro gen i tor, correría el
riesgo de sufrir  algún maltrato,
impondrá restricciones con respecto al

lugar, la hora y la forma en la que se
podrá ver al menor. De igual manera, el
tri bu nal puede exigir que se le hagan
más evaluaciones a la parte demandada
o que él mismo participe en un
programa de asesoramiento an tes de
que se le permita ver al menor. 

Consejos sobre cómo prepararse
para la evaluación

Debe pensar de antemano el tipo de
visitas que le gustaría que se lleven a
cabo en tre la parte demandada y el
menor. Reúna pruebas y decida lo que
le va a decir al empleado jurídico.
Enfóquese en los hechos que se
relacionen con la seguridad del niño du -
rante las visitas. A continuación
encontrará una lista de las cosas que
deberá tener a mano du rante la
entrevista: 
l La información sobre los actos de

violencia doméstica en su con tra,
incluya toda lesión física, amenaza
ver bal, uso de un arma o maltrato
que haya sufrido a manos del
demandado. 

l Las copias de cualquier documento

Cuáles Son Sus Derechos Legales
Con respecto a Look ing Out 

Look ing Out for Your Le gal Rights® es publicada 10 veces al año

por los Servicios Legales de Nueva Jer sey. Si usted es un cliente

de los Servicios Legales, puede obtener una copia en la oficina

de Servicios Legales de su localidad. También puede leer Look -

ing Out en nuestro sitio Web www.lsnj.org/espanol/selfhelp.htm.

Suscripciones

La suscripción cuesta $10 por año.

Números atrasados 

Puede ver números atrasados en www.lsnj.org/espanol/selfhelp.htm.

Los números atrasados impresos, en caso de estar disponibles, cuestan 

$3 cada uno. 

Cambio de Dirección

Si se muda, envíenos su nueva dirección y una copia de la

etiqueta pegada al ul timo ejemplar de Look ing Out.

Comentarios

Si tiene alguna sugerencia o comentario con respecto a Look -

ing Out, nos gustaría oírlo. Envíe toda correspondencia a:

Ed i tor, Look ing Out 
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

P.O Box 1357
Ed i son, NJ 08818-1357
publicaciones@lsnj.org

Este boletín de noticias es sólo una información gen -
eral. Si tiene un problema jurídico, usted debería ver a
un abogado.

Una parte del costo de esta publicación se cubrió con
la ayuda proporcionada por el fondo IOLTA del
colegio de abogados de Nueva Jer sey.

© 2010 Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

Orden fi nal de restricción 
continúa de la página 1

Copyright 2010 Legal Services of New Jersey
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relacionado con el incidente de
violencia doméstica, incluya toda
orden de restricción tem po ral y fi -
nal, informe de policía, expediente
médico y cualquier otro documento 
que tenga. 

l Las pruebas de maltrato y
negligencia hacia el menor.

l Las copias de todo documento que
muestre en qué forma el
acontecimiento de v iolencia
doméstica ha afectado al menor,
por ejemplo todo expediente
médico, informe escolar y cualquier 
otra información relacionada con el 
comportamiento del menor. 

l La información sobre la
experiencia que t iene el
demandado como pa dre del
menor. 

l La información sobre cualquier
problema men tal que tenga el
demandado y que podría provocar a 
que le haga daño al menor o que no
lo pueda cuidar adecuadamente.

l La información sobre los
antecedentes  penales  del
demandado, si la tiene. 

l Los detalles del lugar donde se
llevará a cabo la visita con el
demandado y explique cómo se
llevará al menor de un lugar a otro. 

l La información de cualquier
problema relacionado al consumo
de sustancias tales como el al co hol,
las drogas o los medicamentos
recetados, etc. 

l Cualquier información que usted
crea que el demandado debería
tener relacionada al menor, tal
como los expedientes médicos,
informes escolares o cualquier otra
información necesar ia para

satisfacer las necesidades del
menor. 

l El número de horas que piensa que
el demandado debería pasar con el
menor. Ofrezca sugerencias que le
sirvan tanto a usted como al menor.
Indique la opinión que tiene el
menor con respecto a las visitas con
la parte demandada. 

¡Sea creativo! Ofrezca sugerencias
que funcionen tanto para usted como
para el menor. 

Las opciones que existen
para las visitas

Para tomar la decisión sobre las
visitas, el juez leerá el informe de la
evaluación. Du rante una audiencia, el
tri bu nal le hará a ambos preguntas
sobre las visitas. Luego, dará la decisión
fi nal sobre las visitas. A continuación
encontrará una lista de los tipos de
visitas que el tri bu nal puede imponer: 

l La suspensión de las visitas—Si el
juez de cide que el demandado ha
maltratado o maltratará al menor,
puede sus pender por completo las
visitas o suspenderlas hasta que el

La evaluación del riesgo ayudará al juez a
decidir el tipo de visitas que le permitirá a la

parte demandada tener con el menor.

Copyright 2010 Legal Services of New Jersey
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demandado asista a algún
programa, tal como el de visitas con
supervisión terapéuticas. 

l Las visi tas con supervis ión

terapéuticas—Son las visitas que se
llevan a cabo en un ambiente
terapéutico, como en una sesión de
terapia. 

l Las visitas con supervisión—Du -
rante estas  v i s i tas  la  parte
demandada no puede estar a solas
con el menor, un su per vi sor del
programa patrocinado por el tri bu -
nal o una tercera parte deberá estar
presente. 

l Las visitas sin supervisión—El juez
tiene que indicar los días y las horas
específicas en las que se recogerá al
menor. Esto incluye: 
ü Un lugar neutro donde se deja y

recoge al menor—El juez puede
escoger un lugar para llevar al
menor que no quede cerca de la
vivienda. 

ü Un lugar para dejar y recoger al
menor tal como la acera al frente
de la casa—La parte demandada
se debe quedar en el vehículo
cuando el menor camine de la casa 
al vehículo. 

Recursos
Si desea más información acerca de la 

evaluación del riesgo o violencia
doméstica puede ponerse en contacto
con LSNJ-LAW™, la línea directa de
asistencia jurídica gratuita de los
Servicios Legales de Nueva Jer sey para
todo el estado, al 1-888-LSNJ-LAW
(1-888-576-5529) o visite el sitio Web
www.lsnjlaw.org. También puede ver los
vid eos instructivos en www.youtube.com.
Para poder verlos, escriba “Orden de
protección en Nueva Jer sey” en la casilla
de búsqueda del navegador. r

Traducido del inglés por Carmiña Chung, traductora del 
servicio lingüístico de LSNJ

Debe pensar en el tipo de visitas que le
gustaría que se lleven a cabo en tre la parte

demandada y el menor.

www.LSNJLAW.org/espanol

Para información acerca
de las leyes y asuntos relacionados con la ley
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Formulario para hacer el pedido

q Sí, quiero suscribirme a Look ing Out for Your Le gal Rights®/Cuáles Son Sus Derechos Legales.
Adjunto encontrará un cheque/giro postal por $10.00 dólares para una suscripción por un año 
(10 ejemplares).

q Nueva suscripción q Renovación de la suscripción

q Envíe solamente una subscripción por correo electrónico. Dirección del correo
electrónico: ______________________________________

Nombre ___________________________________________

Dirección __________________________________________

Ciudad ____________________________________________

Estado, Código postal________________________________

Haga el cheque a nombre de 
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

Envíe el formulario y el pago a
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

P.O. Box 1357
Ed i son, NJ  08818-1357

10/10

Octubre es el mes para enterarnos de lo que es
la violencia doméstica

OCTUBRE ES el mes para enterarnos de lo que es
la violencia doméstica y las agencias que
brindan servicios a las víctimas de violencia
intrafamiliar llevarán a cabo eventos con el fin
de animar a la comunidad a tomar medidas
preventivas con tra este tipo de intimidación.
Podrá encontrar una l i s ta  de los
acontecimientos que hasta el momento han
sido planeados visitando el sitio Web de New Jer -
sey Co ali tion for Bat tered Women, www.njcbw.org.

Si conoce a alguien que está siendo
maltratada o si necesita ayuda, llame a la línea
directa de New Jer sey Co ali tion for Bat tered Women
que atiende casos de violencia doméstica en
todo el estado, marcando el 1-800-572-SAFE
(1-800-572-7233),  donde recibirá
asesoramiento o se le enviará a un programa lo -
cal. Muchas de las per so nas maltratadas se
sienten abandonadas y solas, pero hay ayuda
capacitada a su alcance y una llamada
telefónica puede ayudarles a estas víctimas a

que se enteren de las opciones y
servicios que hay disponibles
dentro de sus  propias
comunidades.

El  proyecto de los
servicios legales para la
representación de

víct imas de violencia
doméstica, Do mes tic Vi o lence

Rep re sen ta tion Pro ject (DVRP), proporciona
representación jurídica, remisión a otros
programas y asesoramiento en casos de
violencia doméstica a toda per sona de
bajos ingresos que no se pueda costear los
servicios de un abogado par tic u lar, que
esté viviendo en Nueva Jer sey y sufriendo
maltrato a manos de un cónyuge, un ex
cónyuge, un miembro de la fa milia ac tual
o an te rior, un individuo con quien haya
tenido una relación in t ima, o un
individuo con quien comparta un hijo.

Para averiguar si puede recibir ayuda
del proyecto DVRP llame a LSNJ-LAW™,
la línea directa de asistencia jurídica
gratuita para todo el estado de los
Servicios Legales de Nueva Jer sey, al
1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529).

Los Servicios Legales han publicado un 
man ual titulado: La violencia doméstica:
Una guía de los derechos legales en Nueva
Jer sey para las víctimas de la violencia
doméstica, el cual está disponible en
nuestro sitio Web www.lsnjlaw.org/espanol.
De igual manera, tenemos una serie de vid -
eos que le brindaran ayuda para obtener
una orden de restricción. Los vid eos están
disponibles en YouTube y los encontrará al
visitar www.youtube.com busque LSNJ y re -
strain ing or der.

Copyright 2010 Legal Services of New Jersey


