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Cuáles Son Sus
Derechos Legales

La versión en
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al reverso.

Fore clo sure Alone Is Not
Grounds for Evic tion

THE NEW JER SEY De part ment of the Pub lic Ad vo -
cate has started a cam paign to let ten ants know
that they can not be evicted only be cause the prop -
erty where they live is in fore clo sure or has been
fore closed. The laws pro tect ing ten ants from evic -
tion ap ply through out the fore clo sure pro cess,
even af ter a new owner buys the prop erty. If you
are a renter and in this sit u a tion, please con tact
the De part ment of the Pub lic Ad vo cate, Di vi sion
of Cit i zen Re la tions, at 1-609-826-5070.

Cuáles Son Sus Derechos Legales: La versión en español la encontrará al reverso

Con tinued on page 2
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New Jer sey law pro tects ten ants against evic tion from
their homes as long as they meet cer tain con di tions.
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Look ing Out For Your Le gal Rights®

About Looking Out 

Looking Out For Your Le gal Rights is pub lished 10 times a

year by Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey. If you are a Le gal

Ser vices cli ent, you can pick up a copy at your lo cal Le -

gal Ser vices of fice. You may also read Looking Out on

our Web site at www.lsnj.org/selfhelp.htm.

Sub scrip tions

Sub scrip tions are $10 a year. See or der form on page 11.

Back Is sues

You can view back is sues at www.lsnj.org/selfhelp.htm.

Printed cop ies of back is sues, when avail able, are $3 each.

Change of Ad dress

If you are mov ing, please send us your new ad dress and

a copy of your Look ing Out mail ing la bel.

Com ments

If you have any sug ges tions or com ments about Look ing 

Out, we would like to hear from you. Please send all cor -

re spon dence to:
Ed i tor, Looking Out

Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey
P.O. Box 1357

Ed i son, NJ  08818-1357
pub li ca tions@lsnj.org

This news let ter is for gen eral in for ma tion only. If you
have a le gal prob lem, you should see a law yer.

A por tion of the cost of this pub li ca tion was sup ported
by funds pro vided by the IOLTA Fund of the Bar of
New Jer sey.

© 2009 Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

Look ing Out For Your Le gal Rights is a fed er ally reg is tered trade mark of Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey.

In gen eral, New Jer sey law pro tects
ten ants against evic tion from their
homes as long as they: 
l Pay the rent, 
l Re spect the peace and quiet of

their neigh bors,
l Avoid will ful or grossly neg li gent

dam age to the prop erty, and 
l Obey the rea son able rules they

have agreed to in writ ing. 

The Anti-Evic tion Act
The New Jer sey Anti-Evic tion Act,

which be came a law in 1974, pro tects res i -
den tial ten ants from be ing locked out of
their apart ments and los ing their homes
through no fault of their own. The Act
ap plies to all res i den tial ten ants, whether 
or not they have a writ ten lease.

The Act does not ap ply to ten ants of:
l Owner-oc cu pied homes with no

more than two rental units,
l Units set aside for de vel op men -

tally dis abled mem bers of the
owner’s im me di ate fam ily,

or
l Ho tels, mo tels, or guest houses.

In 1994, in a case named Chase
Manhattan Bank v. Josephson, the New
Jer sey Su preme Court held that the
Anti-Evic tion Act pro tects ten ants even
when the prop erty where they live is in
fore clo sure or has been fore closed.

A bank or other lender that fore -
closes on a res i den tial prop erty cov ered
by the Act must take that prop erty with
the ten ants still in it. If the lender re sells
the prop erty to an other owner, that
owner must also take the prop erty with
its tenants.

Re mem ber the fol low ing, even if you are
not sure who or where your land lord is:
l Non pay ment of rent is grounds for

evic tion. Put aside your rent money 
ev ery month. Don’t let your land -
lord’s fore clo sure prob lem be -
come your prob lem. 

l The new owner can change the
terms of your lease in cer tain lim -
ited cir cum stances. It is im por tant
to read your lease care fully.

Foreclosure 
con tin ued from page 1
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l If you are hav ing prob lems with
the util i ties be cause the land lord
has not paid the util ity bill, the law
pro vides some pro tec tion from
shut-offs. 

If you feel that you are at risk of be ing
evicted from your rental home be cause
of a fore clo sure, here are some num bers 
you can call for help:
l De part ment of the Pub lic Ad vo -

cate, Di vi sion of Cit i zen Re la tions,
1-609-826-5070.

l LSNJ-LAW™, Le gal Ser vices of
New Jer sey’s state wide, toll-free le -

gal hot line, 1-888-LSNJ-LAW
(1-888-576-5529). Out side of New
Jer sey, please call 1-732-572-9100.
Hot l ine hours are  Mon day
through Fri day, 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
If you are not el i gi ble for as sis -
tance from Le gal Ser vices, the hot -
line will re fer you to other pos si ble 
re sources. 

l New Jer sey Ten ants Or ga ni za tion,
1-201-342-3775.

See Ten ants’ Rights in New Jer sey on
www.LSNJLAW.org for more in for ma -
tion about ten ants’ rights. r

In di vid ual Tax Iden ti fi ca tion Num bers
What is an ITIN?

An In di vid ual Tax payer Iden ti fi ca tion 
Num ber al lows you to file an in come tax
re turn if you do not have a So cial Se cu rity 
Num ber (SSN) and can not get one from
the So cial Se cu rity Ad min is tra tion. The
use of ITINs be gan in 1996. Since that
time, over 7 mil lion ITINs have been is -
sued by the In ter nal Rev e nue Ser vice
(IRS). An ITIN is a nine-digit num ber,
which con tains the num ber 9 and has a 7
or 8 in the fourth digit. 

Why should I file a tax re turn?
l If you earned in come through out

the year and owe taxes, it is against
the law not to file an in come tax
 return.

l If you earned in come through out
the year and had taxes with held,
you may be due a re fund from the
gov ern ment.

l For some im mi gra tion ap pli ca -
tions, you must show that you filed
a re turn.

l Fil ing a re turn proves good moral
char ac ter and a con tin ued pres -
ence in the United States.

How can I use an ITIN?
You can use the ITIN to file a tax re -

turn. You can use the ITIN to amend re -
turns filed in the past with false So cial
Se cu rity num bers. You can use the ITIN
to file de lin quent re turns. If you worked
us ing a false So cial Se cu rity num ber, you 
can file your tax re turn with the ITIN us -
ing the in come earned un der the false
So cial Se cu rity num ber—the IRS does
not care that you used a false So cial Se -
cu rity num ber. Many banks ac cept
ITINs for proof of iden tity when open -
ing up bank ac counts. You may be able
to use the ITIN to claim de pend ent ex -
emp tions and the child tax credit on
your re turn for your chil dren.

An ITIN is not an em ploy ment num -
ber or au tho ri za tion for work within the
United States. An ITIN does not al low
you to claim the Earned In come Tax
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Credit (EITC) on your re turn or claim
So cial Se cu rity or other pub lic ben e fits,
such as food stamps.

An ITIN does not change your im mi -
gra tion sta tus.

How do I ap ply for an ITIN?
You can ap ply for an ITIN by fill ing

out a Form W-7 and show ing doc u ments
that prove for eign sta tus and iden tity.
Form W-7 and its in struc tions are avail -
able in Span ish. Get Form W-7 by call ing
1-800-829-1040 or by down loading the
form from the IRS Web site, www.irs.gov. 
Or you can visit any IRS of fice or con tact
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey's Tax Le gal
As sis tance Pro ject at 1-888-576-5529.

You can fill out a Form W-7 for a de -
pend ent un der the age of 14 and sign
the de pend ent’s ap pli ca tion if you are
the de pend ent’s par ent, power of at tor -
ney, or guard ian.

You must show for eign sta tus and iden -
tity to the IRS with your ap pli ca tion. You
may pres ent a pass port, birth cer tif i cate,
for eign gov ern ment’s driver’s li cense,
or any of fi cial doc u ment is sued by a for -
eign gov ern ment to prove your for eign
sta tus. To show iden tity, you may also
use your pass port. If you do not have a
pass port, you may use the doc u ments
listed on the W-7 in struc tions. The doc u -
ments must be cur rent and orig i nal, cer -
ti fied by the is su ing agency or signed by
a United States no tary. You must list
your birth date, mail ing ad dress, and im -
mi gra tion sta tus. 

You may ap ply for an ITIN at any
time.

Af ter fil ing your W-7 ap pli ca tion, it
takes four to six weeks to get the ITIN
let ter. If you do not hear from the IRS in

that time, call the IRS at 1-800-829-1040.
If the IRS re quests more in for ma tion,
re spond to the IRS within 45 days, or you 
may have to file a new ap pli ca tion.

Will the IRS re port me to im mi gra tion?
The IRS takes pri vacy laws very se ri -

ously. The IRS can not re port you to im -
mi gra tion or UCIS for get ting an ITIN.
A court, how ever, can make the IRS re -
lease in for ma tion about you if you are in
de por ta tion pro ceed ings or un der sus -
pi cion for ter ror ist ac tiv i ties. 

How much does an ITIN cost?
There is no cost to get ting an ITIN.

There are places that will pre pare your
ITIN ap pli ca tion for free, such as an IRS
Vol un teer In come Tax As sis tance site
(VITA) and Tax Coun sel ing for the El -
derly (TCE). If an ac cep tance agent or
tax pre parer fills out the Form W-7,
there may be a charge. Ac cep tance
agents are per sons or en ti ties that have
en tered into a for mal ar range ment with
the IRS that per mits them to as sist im mi -
grants in ob tain ing ITINs. 

What should I do if I later re ceive a
valid So cial Se cu rity num ber?

You must no tify the IRS of your So cial 
Se cu rity num ber. The IRS will com bine
your ITIN re cords with your new SSN re -
cords. Your wages, earned be fore un der
the ITIN, will be re ported to the So cial
Se cu rity Ad min is tra tion un der your So -
cial Se cu rity num ber, and the ben e fits to 
which you may be en ti tled in the fu ture
will in crease. r

By Marcie Har ri son, Se nior At tor ney, Le gal Ser vices of
New Jer sey’s Tax Le gal As sis tance Pro ject
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Eco nomic Stim u lus Pay ments

The Re cov ery Re bate Credit

UN DER THE RE COV ERY Re bate Credit, some peo ple who did not get
the eco nomic stim u lus pay ment in 2008 may be able to re ceive it in
2009. Peo ple who re ceived less than they ex pected in 2008 may be
able to re ceive more in 2009.

To re ceive such credit and avoid de lays in tax re funds, tax pay ers
must know the cor rect amount of the stim u lus re bate re ceived in
2008. Tax pay ers who for get the amount may check the amount
listed on No tice 1378, which the IRS mailed last year to in di vid u als
who re ceived the eco nomic stim u lus re bate. They may also go to
the IRS Web site, www.irs.gov, and click on “How much was my stim -
u lus pay ment?” or call the IRS at 1-866-234-2942.

The ex act amount of last year’s eco nomic stim u lus pay ment
must be en tered on the re cov ery re bate credit worksheet. Most
peo ple will not re ceive ad di tional money. The peo ple who do
would in clude those:
l Whose fi nan cial sit u a tion changed dra mat i cally from

2007 to 2008, or 
l Who did not file a 2007 re turn, or
l Whose fam ily gained an ad di tional qual i fy ing child in

2008, or 
l Who were claimed as de pend ents on some one else’s 2007

re turn but can not be claimed as de pend ents by some one
else in 2008.

Other Facts About the Eco nomic Stim u lus Pay ment
The eco nomic stim u lus pay ment is not tax able and should not

be re ported as in come on the 2008 tax re turn.
A per son who is due ad di tional funds un der the Re cov ery Re -

bate Credit will re ceive the funds, along with any other tax re fund,
in one check. The IRS will not is sue a sep a rate check for ad di tional
funds due un der the Re cov ery Re bate Credit.

Fil ing for the Re cov ery Re bate Credit should not un duly de lay
re funds. Ru mors that a per son who ap plies for the credit will have
his or her re fund de layed for up to 12 weeks are false. r

By Marcie Har ri son, Se nior At tor ney, Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey’s
Tax Le gal As sis tance Pro ject

http://www.irs.gov
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Spe cial Ed u ca tion and IEP Meet ings
IF YOUR CHILD is re ceiv ing Spe cial Ed u -
ca tion, you prob a bly have at tended an
IEP meet ing. As a par ent, you are an im -
por tant mem ber of the IEP team. This
ar ti cle gives ad vice and tips on how to
pre pare for, be come more com fort able
with, and ac tively par tic i pate at your
child’s IEP meet ing.

What is an IEP meet ing?
An IEP meet ing is a meet ing to dis -

cuss your child’s Spe cial Ed u ca tion
needs and de velop his or her In di vid u al -
ized Ed u ca tion Pro gram (IEP). 

Make sure you know why the IEP
meet ing is be ing held. IEP meet ings can
hap pen for a num ber of rea sons, in clud -
ing a re quest by you, an nual re view, re -
eval u a tion, or the school dis trict seek ing 
to make a change. If you don’t know or
un der stand the rea son for the meet ing,
you should con tact your child’s case
manager.

Who will be at the IEP meet ing?
The IEP team in cludes you, your

child (when ap pro pri ate), the case man -
ager, at least one gen eral ed u ca tion

teacher and one spe cial ed u ca tion
teacher, at least one mem ber of the
child study team, a school dis trict rep re -
sen ta tive, and any other peo ple who
have knowl edge about your child and
are se lected by you and the school. 

If you and the school agree, an IEP
team mem ber may be ex cused. If that
IEP team mem ber’s area of teach ing or
re lated ser vices is be ing changed or will
be dis cussed, he or she must give you
writ ten in put at the time you re ceive no -
tice of the IEP meet ing date. If you think
that this team mem ber’s at ten dance at
the meet ing is im por tant, do not agree
to have the meet ing with out him or her. 

How should I pre pare for my child’s
IEP meet ing?

It is im por tant to go to an IEP meet -
ing pre pared. Be fore the meet ing,
make sure you re view all of your child’s 
school re cords, eval u a tion re ports,
and cur rent IEP. Think about any con -
cerns you have with how your child is
do ing in school—this in cludes his or
her grades as well as any be hav ioral
con cerns. Think about what your child 
likes to do at school and what he or she
does well. Be fore the meet ing, write
down notes that in clude your con -
cerns, ques tions, and any thing else you 
want to dis cuss at the meet ing. Make
sure to bring your notes to the meet -
ing. Make sure to also bring cop ies of
any doc u ments that you want the IEP
team to con sider—for ex am ple, pri -
vate eval u a tions or doc tor’s re cords.
When ever pos si ble, send a copy of
these doc u ments to each mem ber of
the IEP team be fore the meet ing. 

Be fore the meet ing, think about any con cerns 
you have with how your child is do ing in
school—this in cludes his or her grades as well 
as any be hav ioral con cerns.
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What are my rights at the IEP meet ing?
You may bring some one with you to

an IEP meet ing. Pos si ble peo ple to
bring in clude an at tor ney, par ent ad vo -
cate, fam ily mem ber, ther a pist, or any -
one else who has knowl edge of your
child’s ed u ca tional needs.

You can au dio tape re cord the IEP
meet ing. You must let the school know
be fore the meet ing that you plan to re -
cord the meet ing. 

If you do not speak Eng lish or are
deaf, you can re quest an in ter preter and
the school dis trict must pay for the in ter -
preter’s ser vices. 

Dur ing the meet ing, if you have ques -
tions or are con fused about any thing, do 
not hes i tate to ask for some thing to be
ex plained, clar i fied, or re peated. It is
im por tant that you un der stand the in -
for ma tion that is being discussed.

Make sure to take notes at the
meeting. 

What in for ma tion must be in cluded
in an IEP?

Many things are con sid ered when de -
vel op ing an IEP, in clud ing your child’s
strengths, weak nesses, and needs; your
con cerns; pre vi ous eval u a tions; re sults
of dis trict/state wide test ing; and class -
room observations. 

IEPs must in clude a state ment of your 
child’s cur rent lev els of ac a demic
achieve ment and func tional per for -
mance. The IEP must also in clude mea -
sur able an nual goals, benchmarks, and
short-term ob jec tives that ad dress your
child’s needs. This means set ting goals
and ob jec tives to de ter mine how your
child is pro gress ing. For ex am ple, a
short-term ob jec tive might state that
your child must be able to mul ti ply up to

the four times ta ble within three months 
and should state how his or her prog ress
will be measured. The IEP must clearly
state what, when, how long, how of ten,
and where spe cial ed u ca tion pro grams
and ser vices are to be provided. 

The IEP must also clearly state what re -
lated ser vices your child will re ceive and
when, how long, how of ten, and where
they are to be pro vided. Re lated ser vices
are ser vices that will help your child ben -
e fit from his or her ed u ca tion. Some ex -
am ples in clude coun sel ing, phys i cal
ther apy, rec re ation, and trans por ta tion.
For ex am ple, if your child is to re ceive
phys i cal ther apy, the IEP should clearly
state whether it is in di vid ual or group,
how of ten it will be given and for how
long, and where it is to take place.

Any assistive tech nol ogy de vices your
child is to re ceive must also be clearly
stated. Assistive tech nol ogy de vices are
things that might in crease, main tain, or
im prove your child’s abil ity to func tion,
such as eye glasses, wheel chairs, and com -
puter pro grams that help teach chil dren
with spe cific types of dis abil i ties to learn. 

Fi nally, the IEP must dis cuss Ex -
tended School Year (ESY) ser vices.
These ser vices help your child to main -
tain, when school is not in ses sion, the
prog ress he or she has made dur ing the
school year. ESY can be in the sum mer
months or other times, such as af ter
school, as ap pro pri ate for your child. 

Do I have to agree with the IEP?
At the IEP meet ing, you will be given a

lot of pa per work. It is im por tant to make
sure that the writ ten IEP in cludes ev ery -
thing dis cussed or agreed to at the meet -
ing. Ev ery thing should be clearly stated
and de tailed in writ ing in the IEP. Any
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agree ments should be writ ten in the IEP.
There should be no oral agree ments. If
you do not un der stand some thing, ask
for an ex pla na tion. At the end of the
meet ing, if you do not agree with what is
in the IEP, you do not have to sign it. 

Af ter the IEP meet ing, you will be
given a copy of the IEP and writ ten no -
tice of the pro posed ed u ca tional pro -
gram (place ment) for your child.
School dis tricts can not start your child’s
first IEP with out your ap proval. If it is
not your child’s first IEP, the IEP can be
started with out your ap proval. If you do
not agree with the IEP, you have the
right to re quest me di a tion or file for due 
pro cess. If you do this within 15 days of
the dis trict's writ ten no tice tell ing you of 
a pro posed change, your child will be
stay ing in his or her cur rent place ment

or ed u ca tional pro gram un til the mat -
ters is re solved. This is called stay put.

What hap pens if I don’t go to the
IEP meet ing?

If you can not at tend the IEP meet ing
be cause of the date or time, con tact your 
child’s case man ager to ask that it be re -
sched uled. You may call the case man -
ager, but you should also send a
fol low-up let ter con firm ing your re quest 
to re sched ule. 

If you and the school agree, IEP meet -
ings can be held us ing con fer ence calls
or video conferencing, al though you
should still have an in-per son meet ing if
pos si ble. 

If you choose not to at tend the IEP
meet ing, the IEP will be cre ated with out
you. r

By Ra chel Elkin, Su per vis ing At tor ney, Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey’s Ed u ca tion Rep re sen ta tion Pro ject

Ev ery thing should be clearly stated and de tailed in writ ing in the

IEP. At the end of the meet ing, if you do not agree with what is

in the IEP, you do not have to sign it. 

Note: This ar ti cle pro vides brief in for ma tion and ad vice con cern ing IEP meet -
ings. For ad di tional in for ma tion on Spe cial Ed u ca tion, see “Your Child’s Right to
Spe cial Ed u ca tion” in the Sep tem ber 2007 Look ing Out for Your Le gal Rights. For
ad di tional in for ma tion about Spe cial Ed u ca tion and School Dis ci pline, see “Spe -
cial Ed u ca tion and School Dis ci pline: What You Need to Know” in the No vem ber
2005 Look ing Out for Your Le gal Rights. For more in for ma tion about ap peals in Spe -
cial Ed u ca tion mat ters, see “How You Can Ap peal Your Child’s School’s De ci sion
un der IDEIA” in the Jan u ary-Feb ru ary 2006 Look ing Out for Your Le gal Rights. All of 
these ar ti cles are avail able in the Schools sec tion of our Web site,
www.LSNJLAW.org. 

If you have ques tions or need fur ther le gal ad vice con cern ing any of the in for -
ma tion in this ar ti cle or any other mat ter re gard ing your child’s school ing, con -
tact LSNJ-LAW™, Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey’s state wide, toll-free le gal hot line,
at 1-888-576-5529, Mon day through Fri day be tween 8 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
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Im mi gra tion, Who is Au tho rized to Help Non-Cit i zens with Im mi gra tion Mat ters? . March

In come Tax Is sue, 2007 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan u ary-Feb ru ary

How Do I De ter mine My Fil ing Sta tus?

Im por tant In for ma tion about Fil ing and Re fund De lays

What If I Do Not Have the Money to Pay My Taxes?

What In come is Tax able?

What is the NJ Earned In come Tax Credit?

What Re sources are Avail able for Low-In come Tax pay ers?

What Tax Cred its are Avail able?

In come Tax, Fil ing as a Civil Un ion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June
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M

Medicaid Par tic i pat ing Doc tors, How to Lo cate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . De cem ber

N

No ta ries Pub lic, A Warn ing to Im mi grants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March

O

Oc to ber is Do mes tic Vi o lence Aware ness Month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oc to ber

P

Pet Own er ship: Low-Cost Spay and Neu ter Pro grams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July-Au gust

Pov erty Re search In sti tute Re leases New Re port on Pov erty in NJ . . . . . . . . . . March

Pro tect Your self from Un fair Con tracts and High Pres sure Sales Tac tics . . . . . . . . June

Pub lic Ben e fits and Civil Un ions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May

R

Rap Sheet, Get ting Your Rap Sheet Be fore Ap ply ing for a Job. . . . . . . . . . . . . . May

Res i dency Re quire ments for Pub lic School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sep tem ber

S

School Nu tri tion Pro grams (Free and Re duced-Cost Meals) . . . . . . . . . . . Sep tem ber

School Res i dency Re quire ments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July-Au gust

Se nior Freeze Pro gram and Home stead Re bates. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June

So cial Se cu rity Dis abil ity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April

How do I ap ply?

How does SSA De cide if I’m Dis abled?

What Dis abil ity Pro grams are Co or di nated by SSA?

What do I do if I’m De nied Dis abil ity Ben e fits?

Where can I go if I Need More Help?

Spay and Neu ter Pro grams for Pets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July-Au gust

T

Tax Con se quences of Al i mony . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April

What are the Re quire ments of Al i mony?

What are the Tax Rules about Al i mony Pay ments?

Tax In for ma tion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March

Al ter na tive Rapid An tic i pa tion Loan Law Cracks Down on Com pa nies

Email and Tele phone Scams, IRS Warn ings

Fil ing a Joint Tax Re turn

Stim u lus Re bates, Who is El i gi ble?

Tax Prep a ra tion and Re fund An tic i pa tion Loans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . De cem ber

Taxes, Fil ing In come Taxes for 2007 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan u ary-Feb ru ary

U

Un em ploy ment Com pen sa tion, Emer gency Ex ten sion of Ben e fits . July-Au gust, De cem ber

V

Vic tims of Crime Com pen sa tion Agency, How to Ob tain Funds . . . . . . . . . . . . . May

Vot ing in New Jer sey: What You Need to Know . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sep tem ber
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Or der Form

q Yes, I want to sub scribe to Look ing Out For Your Le gal Rights®. En closed is a
check/money or der for $10.00 for a one-year sub scrip tion (10 is sues).

q New Sub scrip tion q Re newal (please at tach mail ing la bel)

q Please send me an e-mail sub scrip tion. E-mail ad dress:_______________________

Name _________________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City, State, ZIP _________________________________

Make checks pay able to
Le gal Serv ices of New Jer sey

Mail cou pon and pay ment to
Le gal Serv ices of New Jer sey

P.O. Box 1357
Edi son, NJ  08818- 13573/09

NEW JER SEY LE GAL SER VICES PRO GRAMS

State Co or di nat ing Pro gram
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

(732) 572-9100
www.LSNJ.org

LSNJ-LAW™ toll-free, state wide le gal hot line:
1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529)

www.LSNJLAW.org

RE GIONAL LE GAL SER VICES PRO GRAMS

Cen tral Jer sey Le gal Ser vices

Mer cer County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 695-6249

Middlesex County—New Bruns wick . . . . . . . . . . . . . (732) 249-7600

Middlesex County—Perth Amboy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (732) 324-1613

Un ion County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 354-4340

Essex-New ark Le gal Ser vices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 624-4500

Le gal Ser vices of North west Jer sey

Hunterdon County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 782-7979

Mor ris County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 285-6911

Somerset County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 231-0840

Sus sex County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 383-7400

War ren County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 475-2010

North east New Jer sey Le gal Ser vices

Bergen County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (201) 487-2166

Hud son County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (201) 792-6363

Passaic County. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 523-2900

Ocean-Monmouth Le gal Ser vices

Monmouth County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (732) 866-0020

Ocean County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (732) 341-2727

South Jer sey Le gal Ser vices

At lan tic County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 348-4200

Burlington County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 261-1088

Cam den County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 964-2010

Cape May County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 465-3001

Cen tral ized In take . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-496-4570

Cum ber land County Workers Rights Project . . . . . . . . (856) 691-0494 

Glou ces ter County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 848-5360

Salem County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 678-6739 



La ejecución hipotecaria, fore clo sure, por
sí sola no es una razón para el desalojo

LA OFICINA DEL Defensor Público en Nueva Jer sey ha
comenzado una campaña para dejarles sa ber a los
arrendatarios que no pueden ser desalojados
únicamente porque se ha iniciado o acabado el
proceso para la ejecución hipotecaria a la vivienda
donde ellos viven.

Las leyes que protegen al arrendatario con tra el
desalojo se aplican en todas las etapas del proceso para 
la ejecución hipotecaria, aun después de que la
propiedad cambia de dueño. Si usted es un
arrendatario y se encuentra en esta situación, por

Look ing Out For Your Le gal Rights: flip over for Eng lish edi tion

Las leyes de Nueva Jer sey
protegen al arrendatario
 contra el desalojo de su
vivienda siempre y cuando
ellos cumplan con ciertas
condiciones. Página 1

El crédito por el reembolso
para el estímulo económico,
en inglés Re cov ery re bate
credit. Página 4

Look ing Out
For Your Le gal Rights
Flip is sue over for the

Eng lish edi tion of
Look ing Out for Your

Le gal Rights.

El boletín de educación jurídica para los habitantes de Nueva Jer sey

Le gal Serv ices of New Jer sey
P.O. Box 1357
Edi son, NJ  08818- 1357

continúa en la página 2
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 favor póngase en contacto con la
Oficina del Defensor Público marcando
el 1-609-826-5070.

Por lo gen eral, las leyes de Nueva Jer -
sey protegen al arrendatario con tra el
desalojo de su vivienda mientras éste: 
l Pague el alquiler,
l Respete la paz y tranquilidad de

sus vecinos, 
l No cause ningún daño

intencional o malicioso a la
propiedad, y 

l Obedezca las reglas justas que
haya pactado en el acuerdo
escrito. 

La ley con tra el desalojo,
The Anti-Evic tion Act

La ley con tra el desalojo, decretada
en 1974, pro tege a todo arrendatario de
la pérdida de su vivienda debido a
cualquier razón por la cual no tenga
culpa. Dicha ley se aplica si el inquilino
tiene un contrato por escrito.

Las excepciones son limitadas. La ley

no se aplica en casos donde el
arrendatario vive en:
l una casa que no tiene más de dos

viviendas para el alquiler y el
dueño re side en la misma ,

l una vivienda reservada para algún
pariente cercano del dueño que
tenga discapacidades del
desarrollo, y

l un ho tel, un mo tel, o una casa de
huéspedes.

En 1994, en el caso llamado Chase
Manhattan Bank v. Josephson, la Corte
Suprema de Nueva Jer sey dictaminó que 
la ley con tra el desalojo pro tege al
arrendatario aun cuando se haya
iniciado o acabado el proceso para la
ejecución hipotecaria a la vivienda
donde éste vive. 

El banco o cualquier otro prestamista 
que emprenda una ejecución
hipotecaria en una propiedad
residencial cubierta por la ley toma
dicha propiedad con los arrendatarios
que todavía están en el la .  Si  el
prestamista vende la propiedad a otra

Cuáles Son Sus Derechos Legales
Con respecto a Look ing Out 

Look ing Out for Your Le gal Rights® es publicada 10 veces al año

por los Servicios Legales de Nueva Jer sey. Si usted es un

cliente de los Servicios Legales, puede obtener una copia en

la oficina de Servicios Legales de su localidad. También

puede leer Look ing Out  en nuestro s it io Web

www.lsnj.org/espanol/selfhelp.htm.

Suscripciones

La suscripción cuesta $10 dólares por año.

Números atrasados 

Puede ver números atrasados en www.lsnj.org/espanol/selfhelp.htm. 

Los números atrasados impresos, en caso de estar disponibles, cuestan 

$3 dólares cada uno.

Cambio de Dirección

Si se muda, envíenos su nueva dirección y una copia de la

etiqueta pegada al ul timo ejemplar de Look ing Out.

Comentarios

Si tiene alguna sugerencia o comentario con respecto a Look -

ing Out, nos gustaría oírlo. Envíe toda correspondencia a:

Ed i tor, Look ing Out 
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

P.O Box 1357
Ed i son, NJ 08818-1357
publicaciones@lsnj.org

Este boletín de noticias es sólo una información gen -
eral. Si tiene un problema jurídico, usted debería ver a
un abogado.

Una parte del costo de esta publicación se cubrió con
la ayuda proporcionada por el fondo IOLTA del
colegio de abogados de Nueva Jer sey.

© 2009 Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

Fore clo sure

continúa de la página 1
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per sona, ese nuevo propietario también
toma la propiedad con los arrendatarios 
que todavía la ocupan.

Recuerde:
l El no hacer el pago del alquiler es una

razón para el desalojo. Incluso si
usted no está seguro de quién es el
propietario de la vivienda o dónde 
está el mismo, cada mes guarde el
dinero para pagar el alquiler. No
deje que el problema que el
propietario tiene con la ejecución
se convierta en su problema. 

l Incluso aunque usted tiene
derecho a permanecer en la
vivienda du rante el proceso de la
ejecución y después de la venta de
la propiedad, el nuevo dueño, en
alguna circunstancias limitadas,
puede cambiarle las condiciones
de su arrendamiento. 

l Si usted tiene problemas con los
servicios públicos porque el
propietario no ha pagado la
cuenta de cobro, la  ley
proporciona alguna protección
con tra el corte de dichos servicios. 

Si cree que, debido a una ejecución
hipotecaria, usted está en peligro de ser
desalojado de la vivienda que ha
alquilado, aquí le damos algunos
números a los que puede llamar para
solicitar ayuda:
l La Oficina del Defensor Público,

1-609-826-5070.
l LSNJ-LAW™ ,  Línea directa

gratuita de asistencia jurídica de

los Servicios Legales de Nueva Jer -
sey, 1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888-
576-5529). Si está fuera de Nueva
Jer sey,  por fa  vor l lame al
732-572-9100 y  pida que le
transfieran a la línea directa, Hot -
line. Las horas de funcionamiento
de la línea directa gratuita son de
lunes a viernes, de las 8 de la
mañana a las 5:30 de la tarde. Si
usted no llena los requisitos para
recibir la ayuda de los Servicios
Legales, la línea directa le referirá
a otros posibles recursos. 

l La Organización de Arrendatarios 
en Nueva Jer sey, 1-201-342-3775.

Para obtener más información
sobre  lo s  derechos  de  lo s
arrendatarios vea el índice del man ual
los Derechos de los Arrendatarios en
Nueva Jer sey on our Web site at
www.LSNJLAW.org/espanol. r

Traducido por: Al Moreno, M.A.,
Co or di na dor de los servicios lingüísticos en los

Servicios Legales de Nueva Jer sey

Las leyes de Nueva Jer sey protegen al arrendatario 
con tra el desalojo de su vivienda siempre y

cuando ellos cumplan con ciertas condiciones.
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Los pagos para el estímulo económico
El crédito por el reembolso para el estímulo económico, en inglés

Re cov ery re bate credit

BAJO EL CRÉDITO por el reembolso para
el estímulo económico, algunas per so -
nas que en el 2008 no obtuvieron el
pago para el estímulo económico lo
podrían recibir en el 2009. Las per so nas
que en el 2008 recibieron menos de lo
que esperaban, en el 2009 podrían
recibir más. 

Para recibir este crédito y evitar
tardanzas en el reintegro por impuestos, 
los contribuyentes deben sa ber la
cantidad correcta del estímulo recibida
en el 2008. El contribuyente que haya
olvidado tal cantidad la puede verificar
en una lista que aparece en el Aviso
1378, que el IRS envió el año pasado a
todo aquel que recibió el estímulo.
También puede visitar el sitio Web del
IRS, www.irs.gov, y pul sar en “How Much
Was my Stim u lus Pay ment?”, en español
¿Cuánto fue mi Pago del Estímulo
Económico para 2008?, o llamar al IRS
en el 1-866-234-2942.

La cantidad exacta del estimulo
obtenido el año pasado debe ser escrita
en la planilla para solicitar el crédito por 
el  reembolso para el  est ímulo
económico. La mayoría de per so nas no
recibirán ningún dinero adicional. Las
que SI lo recibirán incluiría aquellos:

l Cuya situación financiera cambió
dramáticamente en tre el 2007 y el
2008, o 

l Quién no presento una
declaración de impuestos para el
2007, o

l Cuya fa milia en el 2008 haya
obtenido un menor calificado
adicional, o 

l Quiénes du rante el 2007 fueron
reclamados como dependientes
por alguien más, pero que en el
2008 ya no pueden ser reclamados
como dependientes.

Otros puntos con respecto al pago
para el estímulo económico

El pago para el estímulo económico
no está sujeto al pago de impuestos y no
debería ser declarado como ingreso en
la declaración de impuesto del 2008.

Una per sona a la que bajo el crédito
por el reembolso para el estímulo
económico se le  debe fondos
adicionales recibirá dichos fondos,
junto con cualquier otro reintegro fis -
cal, en un sólo cheque. El IRS no girará
un cheque separado por fondos
adicional adeudados bajo el crédito por
el  reembolso para el  est ímulo
económico.

El solicitar el crédito no debería
retrasar  excesivamente ningún
reembolso. Los rumores, de que la
solicitud para un reembolso del crédito
será retrasada hasta 12 semanas, son
falsos. r

Traducido por: Al Moreno, M.A., Co or di na dor de los servicios lingüísticos en los Servicios Legales de Nueva Jer sey
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C

¿Cómo puedo conseguir una copia de mis antecedentes penales? . . . . . . . . noviembre

¿Cuándo puede el empleador o patrón investigar sus antecedentes penales . . septiembre

E

El programa que brinda los cupones para la compra de alimentos en Nueva Jer sey . junio

El programa para la indemnización por desempleo en caso de urgenciaextiende

          las prestaciones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . julio-agosto

Impuestos al ingreso de 2007—información importante que debe sa ber . . enero-febrero

L
La agencia de Nueva Jer sey para indemnizar a víctimas de delitos . . . . . . . . . . . mayo

La declaración de impuestos en conjunto y el alivio para el cónyuge inocente. . . . marzo

Las consecuencias tributarias debido a la pensión conyugal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . abril

La Preparación de Impuestos y los Prestamos Anticipados Basado en el

          Reembolso . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . diciembre

Los requisitos escolares para demostrar domicilio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . julio-agosto

O

Octubre es el mes para aprender sobre la violencia doméstica . . . . . . . . . . . octubre

T

Tenga cuidado con los notarios. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . enero-febrero

U

Una lista de cotejo para las víctimas de violencia domestica . . . . . . . . . . . . . octubre

Formulario para hacer el pedido

q Sí, quiero suscribirme a Look ing Out for Your Le gal Rights®/Cuáles Son Sus Derechos Legales.
Adjunto encontrará un cheque/giro postal por $10.00 dólares para una suscripción por un año 
(10 ejemplares).

q Nueva suscripción q Renovación de la suscripción

q Envíe solamente una subscripción por correo electrónico. Dirección del correo
electrónico: ______________________________________

Nombre ___________________________________________

Dirección __________________________________________

Ciudad ____________________________________________

Estado, Código postal________________________________

Haga el cheque a nombre de 
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

Envíe el formulario y el pago a
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

P.O. Box 1357
Ed i son, NJ  08818-1357
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