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Cuáles Son Sus
Derechos Legales

La versión en
español la encontrará

al reverso.

Vot ing in New Jer sey:
What You Need to Know for the
Elec tion on No vem ber 4, 2008

ON NO VEM BER 4, 2008, peo ple in New Jer sey will vote
for Pres i dent of the United States, mem bers of the
United States House of Rep re sen ta tives, and a United
States Sen a tor. These elected of fi cials will rep re sent
New Jer sey res i dents in Wash ing ton, D.C., and will
make and en force laws that af fect ev ery one. Ex am ples
in clude laws about wel fare, dis abil ity, im mi gra tion,
and ed u ca tion. It is im por tant to vote to make sure
that peo ple you be lieve will rep re sent your in ter ests
are elected to these po si tions. 

How do I know if I can vote?
In or der to vote, you must first reg is ter. You can reg -

is ter to vote if you are:
l A U.S. cit i zen,
l At least 18 years of age on or be fore the next

elec tion, and
l A res i dent of New Jer sey and your county for at

least 30 days prior to the elec tion. 

You can not reg is ter to vote if:
l You are serv ing a jail sen tence or you are on

pa role or pro ba tion for an in dict able of fense
un der state or fed eral law. How ever, once you
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Look ing Out For Your Le gal Rights®

About Looking Out 

Looking Out For Your Le gal Rights is pub lished 10 times a

year by Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey. If you are a Le gal

Ser vices cli ent, you can pick up a copy at your lo cal Le -

gal Ser vices of fice. You may also read Looking Out on

our Web site at www.lsnj.org/selfhelp.htm.

Sub scrip tions

Sub scrip tions are $10 a year. See or der form on page 10.

Back Is sues

You can view back is sues at www.lsnj.org/selfhelp.htm.

Printed cop ies of back is sues, when avail able, are $3 each.

Change of Ad dress

If you are mov ing, please send us your new ad dress and

a copy of your Look ing Out mail ing la bel.

Com ments

If you have any sug ges tions or com ments about Look ing 

Out, we would like to hear from you. Please send all cor -

re spon dence to:
Ed i tor, Looking Out

Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey
P.O. Box 1357

Ed i son, NJ  08818-1357
pub li ca tions@lsnj.org

This news let ter is for gen eral in for ma tion only. If you
have a le gal prob lem, you should see a law yer.

A por tion of the cost of this pub li ca tion was sup ported
by funds pro vided by the IOLTA Fund of the Bar of
New Jer sey.

© 2008 Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

Look ing Out For Your Le gal Rights is a fed er ally reg is tered trade mark of Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey.

serve your sen tence and com plete
pro ba tion or pa role, you can
re-reg is ter to vote. You do not lose
your right to vote if you are a
pre-trial de tainee or you are free
on bail pend ing an appeal.

l A judge has de ter mined
that you lack the men tal
ca pac ity to vote.

How do I reg is ter to vote?
You must file a reg is tra -

tion ap pli ca tion. You can
get a voter reg is tra tion ap -
pli ca tion from:
l Your County Com mis sion

of Reg is tra tion,
l Your County Board of Elec tions,
l Lo cal li brar ies,
l NJ Mo tor Ve hi cle Com mis sion

 offices,
l County Boards of So cial Ser vices, and
l Other pub lic as sis tance agen cies. 

The reg is tra tion form is also avail able 

with ad di tional in for ma tion on line at
www.njelections.org/forms_doe.html. Vot -
ers must reg is ter at least 21 days be fore
vot ing in an elec tion. To vote in the Gen -
eral Elec tion on No vem ber 4, 2008, you must
reg is ter on or be fore Oc to ber 14, 2008. 

You can reg is ter to vote with your
County Com mis sion of Reg is tra tion

(CCR) or Su per in ten dent of Elec -
tions (SE) in per son or by mail.

You can not reg is ter elec tron i -
cally or by fax, be cause an
orig i nal sig na ture is re -
quired. You can call 1-877-
NJVOTER toll-free to find

con tact in for ma tion for your
CCR or SE, re quest that a voter

reg is tra tion form be mailed to you,
and/or find out whether in for ma tion is
avail able in lan guages other than Eng -
lish. You can also call your CCR or SE if
you are un sure whether you are reg is -
tered. Once reg is tered, you can vote in
per son at the polls on Election Day or by
absentee ballot. 

If you reg is ter by mail, the CCR or SE
will send you a re quest for iden ti fi ca tion

Voting
con tin ued from page 1
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form ask ing for your driver’s li cense
num ber or the last four dig its of your
 Social Se cu rity num ber. If you have nei -
ther, you will be asked for other iden ti fy -
ing doc u ments.  Other forms of
ac cept able iden ti fi ca tion in clude a
photo ID, a bank state ment, a util ity bill,
or an of fi cial doc u ment ad dressed to
you. Af ter your reg is tra tion is ap proved,
you should re ceive information about
where to vote.

How do I vote once I am reg is tered?
Ab sen tee Bal lot Rules

No rea son or ex cuse is re quired to
vote by ab sen tee bal lot. How ever, you
must be a reg is tered voter and also sub -
mit your ab sen tee bal lot ap pli ca tion on
time to the County Clerk in the county
where you live. Ab sen tee bal lot ap pli ca -
tions can be
l Sub mit ted to the County Clerk by

mail up to seven days be fore the
elec tion, or 

l Filed in per son with the County
Clerk up un til 3:00 p.m. on the day 
be fore the elec tion.

Call 1-877-NJVOTER or check at the
on line ad dress men tioned above to get
an ab sen tee bal lot ap pli ca tion and the
County Clerk’s con tact in for ma tion. Af -
ter your ap pli ca tion is re ceived and ac -
cepted, an ab sen tee bal lot will be mailed 
to you, which you can com plete and sub -
mit as in di cated on the bal lot. Your ab -
sen tee bal lot must be re ceived by the
County Board of Elec tions no later than

8 p.m. on Elec tion Day. Once you re -
quest an ab sen tee bal lot, you must vote
by ab sen tee bal lot and will not be al -
lowed to  vote in per son at the polls.

Vot ing in Per son
Af ter you reg is ter, the CCR or SE

should send you in for ma tion about
where you will vote on Elec tion Day.
Shortly be fore the elec tion, you should
re ceive a sam ple bal lot and poll ing in -
for ma tion. If you have not re ceived any
in for ma tion a few weeks be fore the elec -
tion, you should call the CCR or SE (see
above) to find out the lo ca tion of your
poll ing place. The Di vi sion of Elec tions
Web site can also pro vide you with your
poll ing place lo ca tion at www.njelections. 
org/vote_doe.html.

It is a good idea to bring iden ti fi ca -
tion and proof of ad dress with you when
you go to vote, es pe cially if you are vot -
ing for the first time. If you reg is tered by
mail, you may need to bring a photo ID,
util ity bill, pay check, or other doc u ment 
show ing your name and ad dress. Call
the CCR or SE if you have any ques tions
about what ID is ac cept able. Polls are
open be tween 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.
on Election Day.

Vot ing for Peo ple with Dis abil i ties
State and fed eral laws re quire that

poll ing places and vot ing ma chines be ac -
ces si ble to peo ple with dis abil i ties. In par -
tic u lar, the Help Amer ica Vote Act
(HAVA) re quires that, ef fec tive Jan u ary
1, 2006, the vot ing pro cess “be ac ces si ble

To vote in the Gen eral Elec tion on No vem ber 4, 2008,

you must reg is ter on or be fore Oc to ber 14, 2008.
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for in di vid u als with dis abil i ties, in clud ing 
nonvisual ac ces si bil ity for the blind and
vi su ally im paired, in a man ner that
 provides the same op por tu nity for ac cess
and par tic i pa tion (in clud ing pri vacy and
in de pend ence) as other vot ers.”

Peo ple with men tal ill ness are gen er -
ally per mit ted to vote un less a judge de -
ter mines that they lack the ca pac ity to
vote. Peo ple do not lose the right to vote
if they have a guard ian, un less the guard -
ian ship or der de clares that the per son
lacks the capacity to vote.

HAVA can be en forced through pri -
vate lit i ga tion or through the U.S. De -
part ment of Jus tice, Civil Rights
De part ment, Vot ing Di vi sion, which can 
be con tacted at 1-800-253-3931. The

New Jer sey Of fice of the At tor ney Gen -
eral has a vot ing ac ces si bil ity con cern
and com plaint pro cess and can be con -
tacted at (609) 292-3760. 

If you be lieve that you were im prop -
erly de nied the right to vote on Elec tion
Day, you can ap ply to the New Jer sey Su -
pe rior Court in your county for re lief.
Each court has an emergent duty judge
avail able on Elec tion Day with au thor ity
to hear your com plaint and to is sue an
or der per mit ting you to vote. To find
your lo cal New Jer sey Su pe rior Court,
check on line at www.ju di ciary.state.
nj.us/trial.htm or call 1-877-NJVOTER
for further information. r

By Kevin Liebkemann, Staff At tor ney, 
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

Un der stand ing Driver’s Li cense Sus pen sions 

PART ONE: THREE STEPS TO DRIVER’S LI CENSE RES TO RA TION

NOT HAV ING A DRIVER’S LI CENSE may
make it im pos si ble to take care of daily
ba sic needs, keep a job, keep an im por -
tant ap point ment, at tend a court hear -
ing, or go to the doc tor. Many states
al low peo ple with sus pended li censes to
con tinue to drive for work or med i cal
rea sons. How ever, New Jer sey does not
al low a per son with a sus pended li cense
to drive for any rea son. If you have had
your li cense sus pended, this two-part ar -

ti cle out lines what you need to know to
get back be hind the wheel. Part one of
this two-part ar ti cle ex plains the three
steps you must take to get your li cense
back. Part two, in a fu ture is sue of Look -
ing Out, will ex plain the eight most com -
mon rea sons for sus pen sions and how
to have each type of sus pen sion lifted.
Both parts of this ar ti cle are avail able on
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey's Web site
at www.LSNJLAW.org.

Step One: Get ting More In for ma tion
First, you must find out why your

driver’s li cense has been sus pended.
The eas i est way to do this is to call the
Mo tor Ve hi cle Com mis sion (MVC) at
(609) 292-6500 or tol l - free at
1-888-486-3339. An MVC staff per son
will re view your driver his tory ab stract. A 

driver his tory ab stract is the re cord kept
by the MVC list ing all in for ma tion re -
lated to your driver’s li cense, in clud ing
rea sons why your li cense has been sus -
pended. When you speak to the MVC
rep re sen ta tive, find out the following
information:
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þ How long you must wait to re store
your li cense; 

þ If you owe sur charges to the MVC
and how much; 

þ If you need to com plete an MVC
pro gram, such as a De fen sive Driv -
ing Course or an In tox i cated Driv -
ing Re source Cen ter (IDRC)
pro gram; 

þ Which courts to con tact if you
need to pay out stand ing fines or
ap pear in court; and

þ If you owe child sup port pay ments.

How can I get a writ ten copy of my
driver his tory ab stract?

The MVC will not mail you a copy of

your driver his tory ab stract just by call -
ing the num bers listed above. To get a
writ ten copy of the ab stract, you must
com plete an Ab stract Re quest Form and
re turn it along with a $10 check to the
ad dress in di cated on the form. You
may pur  chase  a  copy on l ine  at
www.state.nj.us/mvc/Li censes/driver_
his tory_page.htm with a credit card and
an e-mail ad dress. You can also pur -
chase a copy in per son for $10 at any of
the four MVC re gional ser vice cen ters
lo cated in Eatontown, Tren ton, Wayne, 
and West Deptford. You can find the ad -
dresses of these fa cil i ties on the MVC
Web site, www.state.nj.us/mvc/Lo ca tion/ 
in dex.htm.

Step Two: Un der stand ing How to Lift the Sus pen sion
Sus pen sions can be or dered by the

court or the MVC. You can find out who
or dered your sus pen sion by call ing the
MVC or by look ing at your driver his tory
ab stract.

Court-or dered sus pen sions
A court may or der a driver’s li cense

sus pen sion for a va ri ety of rea sons, in -
clud ing mo tor ve hi cle, crim i nal, or ju ve -
nile jus tice code vi o la tions; fail ure to pay 
a park ing ticket, a court-or dered fine, or
child sup port; or fail ure to ap pear in
court. In some cases, a sus pen sion will
be or dered for a set amount of time,
such as six months. In other cases, a sus -
pen sion will be or dered un til you ap -
pear in court or pay a fine. The MVC
rep re sen ta tive will be able to iden tify
which courts you need to con tact to get
more in for ma tion about your type of
suspension.

 Once you have re solved all out stand -

ing court mat ters, the MVC will be no ti -
fied ei ther by the court or by you when
you bring doc u men ta tion to the MVC.
Once all court and MVC sus pen sions
have been lifted, you may re store your
license. 

Other re sources
The Essex County mu nic i pal courts,

in con nec tion with the New Jer sey
In sti tute for So cial Jus tice (NJISJ), are
par tic i pat ing in a new pro gram called
the Li cense Re in state ment Pro gram
(LRP). The LRP is de signed to help
peo ple with sus pended li censes due to
un paid fines and pen al ties in more than
one mu nic i pal court in Essex County.
The LRP al lows all of their mu nic i pal
court fines to be grouped to gether and
paid un der one pay ment plan that is
based upon their abil ity to pay. To be
el i gi ble for the LRP, you must have:
þ A sus pended li cense, 
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þ Un paid fines in more than one
Essex County mu nic i pal court,
and

þ Some source of in come.

For more in for ma tion about this pro -
gram, call Pa tri cia Cop per, LRP Co or di -
na tor at the NJISJ at (973) 642-9400 or
the LRP Court Co or di na tor at (973)
693-5765. 

MVC-im posed sus pen sions
Even af ter you have re solved all

court-re lated mat ters, you may still not
be able to re store your li cense. This is be -
cause the MVC may have or dered the
sus pen sion for other rea sons, such as:
l Fail ure to pay MVC fines (called

sur charges); 
l Fail ure to com plete a course re -

quired by the MVC; 

l Earn ing too many points;
l Driv ing with out in sur ance; or
l Be ing a ha bit ual of fender. A ha bit -

ual of fender is some one who has
had his or her li cense sus pended
three times in a three-year pe riod.

 
When you speak to the MVC staff, try

to find out if the MVC has sus pended
your li cense and what you must do to
have the sus pen sion lifted. The MVC
staff will ex plain what you must do. For
ex am ple, you may be able to ar range a
pay ment plan for out stand ing sur -
charges, giv ing the MVC a down pay -
ment and pay ing the bal ance over time.

As long as you have no out stand ing
court-or dered sus pen sions, you will be
el i gi ble to re store your li cense af ter you
have re solved the rea sons for the MVC
sus pen sions.

WARN ING!
Ar rest war rants may be is sued for
fail ure to ap pear in court, un paid
park ing tick ets, un paid court-or -
dered pen al ties, or un paid child
sup port. To avoid be ing ar rested,
you should first call each court iden -
ti fied by the MVC to ask if a war rant
has been is sued. If you ap pear in
per son, there may be se ri ous con se -
quences, in clud ing ar rest, in car cer -
a tion, or an or der that you pay bail.
If you find out that a war rant has
been is sued for your ar rest, try to get
an at tor ney to rep re sent you. When
you ap pear in court, a judge has a
duty to in form you about the pub lic
de fender or mu nic i pal pub lic

defender. How ever, by that time it
may be too late. It is best to con tact
an at tor ney be fore ap pear ing in
court. Each mu nic i pal court in New
Jer sey has a pub lic de fender. When
you call the court about a pos si ble
war rant, ask for the name and phone
num ber of the mu nic i pal pub lic de -
fender. You may have to pay a fee for
mu nic i pal pub lic de fender rep re -
sen ta tion. There is also a state pub lic
de fender’s of fice, but that of fice only 
rep re sents peo ple ac cused of se ri ous
(in dict able) crimes. For more in for -
ma tion about the state pub lic de -
fender’s of fice, call (609) 292-7087
or go to www.state.nj.us/de fender.
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Step Three: When Can I Drive My Car?
Even af ter re solv ing all court and

MVC mat ters, your driv ing priv i leges
will not be au to mat i cally re stored. First,
you must call the MVC to find out if all
your sus pen sions have been lifted and to 
make sure that you are el i gi ble to re store 
your li cense. Then you must pay the
li cense res to ra tion fee of $100. If you also
need to re store your reg is tra tion, you
must pay an other $100 reg is tra tion res to -
ra tion fee. If you have not driven for more 
than three years, you
will prob a bly need to
re take the writ ten or
road test. Ask the MVC
if you are re quired to
take these tests. To get
your new li cense, you
must pay $24 and show 
six points worth of
iden ti fi ca tion, along
with proof of ad dress,
at a mo tor ve hi cle
agency. You can find
more in for ma t ion
about the six-point ID
ver i fi ca tion sys tem on -
line at www.state.nj.us/mvc/Li censes/
6PointID.htm or by call ing the MVC’s
toll-free num ber, 1-888-486-3339.

You should drive only af ter you have a 
valid new driver’s li cense in your pos ses -
sion and writ ten no tice from the MVC
that your driv ing priv i leges have been
re stored. 

Where can I get more in for ma tion?
More in for ma tion about driver’s li -

cense sus pen sions and res to ra tion is
avail able in the fol low ing sources:
l Get ting Back on the Road: A Man ual

for Ad dress ing Driver’s Li cense Sus -
pen sion in New Jer sey, Nancy L.
Fishman, Esq., John W. Bart lett,
Esq., and Lowenstein Sandler,
P.C., New Jer sey In sti tute for So -
cial Jus tice (May 2003);

l www.state.nj.us/mvc; and
l New Jer sey Stat utes An no tated, Ti tle

39, Mo tor Ve hi cle and Traf fic Reg -
u la tions, Chap ter 5 (N.J.S.A 39:5).

What if I need
more help?

This ar ti cle is of -
fered as a gen eral
guide, to pro vide in -
for ma tion to help
you get on your way to 
driv ing again. If your
in come is low, you
may be able to re ceive 
le gal ad vice from
LSNJ-LAW™, Le gal
Ser v ices  of  New
 Jersey’s state wide,
toll-free le gal hot line. 
The hot l ine tele -

phone num ber is 1-888-LSNJ-LAW
(1-888-576-5529). (Out side of New Jer -
sey, please call 732-572-9100 and ask to
be trans ferred to the hot line.) Hot line
hours are Mon day through Fri day, 8
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. If you are el i gi ble, the
hot line will be able to dis cuss the spe -
cific facts of your driver’s li cense sus pen -
sion. If you are not el i gi ble for as sis tance
from Le gal Ser vices, the hot line will
refer you to other possible resources.r

By Shan non McGinn, Staff At tor ney,
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

Even af ter re solv ing all court and MVC
mat ters, your driv ing priv i leges are not

au to mat i cally re stored. 
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School Nu tri tion Pro grams

Your Child Could be El i gi ble for Free or
Re duced-Price Meals at School

What are the school
nu tri tion pro grams?

Ev ery day, schools of fer healthy meals 
to stu dents through the school nu tri tion 
pro grams. The Na tional School Lunch
Pro gram and School Break fast Pro gram
are gov ern ment-funded meals pro -
grams. All meals must meet good nu tri -
tional standards.

How do the pro grams work?
l Meals are avail able to all stu dents.
l Some chil dren pay the ad ver tised

price, but low- and mod er ate-in -
come chil dren qual ify for free or
re duced-price meals.

l The max i mum charge for re -
duced-price meals is 30 cents for
break fast and 40 cents for lunch.

l Chil dren who qual ify for free or
re duced-price meals are not pub -
licly iden ti fied in any way.

Why eat school meals?
l School meals help fam ily food

bud gets to go fur ther.
l Healthy meals and snacks are pro -

vided from break fast to the end of
the school day.

l School meals are proven to help
chil dren do better in school.

How does a child qual ify?
There are two ways to qual ify:

1. If a fam ily cur rently re ceives food
stamps, Tem po rary As sis tance for
Needy Fam i lies (TANF), or par tic i -
pates in the Food Dis tri bu tion Pro -

gram on In dian Res er  va t ions
(FDPIR), the child is el i gi ble for free
school meals. Migrant, home less, or
run away chil dren also qual ify.

In come El i gi bil ity Guide lines
July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009

House hold
Size

Free Meals
Max i mum Fam ily In come

An nual Month Week

1 $13,520 1,127 260

2 $18,200 1,517 350

3 $22,880 1,907 440

4 $27,560 2,297 530

5 $32,240 2,687 620

6 $36,920 3,077 710

7 $41,600 3,467 800

8 $46,280 3,857 890

For each
add'l fam ily

mem ber, add
+ $4,680 + 390 + 90

House hold
Size

Re duced-Price Meals
Max i mum Fam ily In come

An nual Month Week

1 $19,240 1,604 370

2 $25,900 2,159 499

3 $32,560 2,714 627

4 $39,220 3,269 755

5 $45,880 3,824 883

6 $52,540 4,379 1,011

7 $59,200 4,934 1,139

8 $65,860 5,489 1,267

For each
add'l fam ily

mem ber, add
+ $6,660 + 555 + 129
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2. If a house hold’s to tal in come is be low
cer tain amounts, a child can eat free
or at a very re duced price. The school 
de ter mines who qual i fies based on a
com pleted ap pli ca tion.

The charts on page 8 show the in -
come lim its for both free and re -
duced-price meals.

How and when can I ap ply?
Ap pli ca tions can be made at any time

dur ing the school year—sim ply con tact
your child's school of fice.

An ap pli ca tion may not be re quired
at all, de pend ing on what other pub lic
ben e fits a fam ily re ceives. Also, ap pli ca -
tions are not needed for mi grant, home -
less, and run away chil dren. Con tact
your child’s school for more in for ma -
tion. Ap pli ca tions must be signed by the
child’s par ent or guard ian and must in -
clude ei ther a So cial Se cu rity num ber or
a check mark in the box marked “none”
on the ap pli ca tion. Not hav ing a So cial
Se cu rity num ber will not af fect whether
a fam ily qualifies and will be kept
private.

Only one ap pli ca tion is re quired each
year, even if in come changes. And one
ap pli ca tion is re quired for each fam ily,
not one for each child. Once the ap pli ca -
tion is re turned to the school, the fam ily
should be con tacted within 10 days.

If a fam ily does n’t qual ify now, they
can ap ply again later if their in come
goes down dur ing the year, if they start
get ting food stamps or other ben e fits, or 
if fam ily size in creases. r

This ar ti cle is taken from ma te ri als pre pared by the 
Food Re search and Ac tion Cen ter, Wash ing ton, DC.

www.frac.org

If a house hold’s to tal in come is be low cer tain
amounts, a child can eat free or at a very re duced
price. The school de ter mines who qual i fies based
on a com pleted ap pli ca tion.

www.LSNJLAW.org

Visit our Web site for le gal in for ma tion, forms, pub li ca tions,
re source cal cu la tors, and much more
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Food Stamps for Able-Bod ied Adults
IN OR DER TO RE CEIVE FOOD STAMPS,
adults who don’t have mi nor chil dren
must ei ther meet work re quire ments or
show that they can’t work due to age, dis -
abil ity, or for other good rea sons listed
in the food stamp law.
Adults with out mi nor
chil dren who can work
are called “able-bod ied 
adults with out de pend -
ent  chi l  dren” or
ABAWDs. If you are an
able-bod ied, child less
adult, the fed eral wel -
fare re form law al lows
you to get food stamps
for only three months in a 36-month pe -
riod. How ever, if you work at least 20
hours per week or take part in an ap -
proved work or train ing pro gram, this
time limit does not ap ply.

Cer tain ar eas waived
How ever, none of this will ap ply to

you, even though you are an able-bod ied 
and child less adult, if you live in cer tain

ar eas. The fed eral law says that states can 
ap ply to have cer tain ar eas “waived.”
That means that, if you live in a waived
area, you are treated like ev ery other
food stamp ap pli cant even though you

are an able-bod ied and 
child less adult.

The state of New
Jer sey has re ceived re -
newed waiv ers for the
ar eas listed in the chart 
on page 11. Some ar -
eas have an un em ploy -
ment rate of  10
per cent or more. Some 
ar eas are “la bor sur -

plus” ar eas, which means they are ar eas
with higher than av er age un em ploy -
ment rates. Some ar eas have in suf fi cient
jobs. If you are an able-bod ied, child less
adult and you need food stamps, check
the chart on page 11 be fore you ap ply to
see if you live in an area that has been
waived. r

By Maura Sanders, Se nior At tor ney,
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

If you live in a waived area,

you are treated like ev ery

other food stamp ap pli cant

even though you are an

able-bod ied and

child less adult.

Or der Form

q Yes, I want to sub scribe to Look ing Out For Your Le gal Rights®. En closed is a
check/money or der for $10.00 for a one-year sub scrip tion (10 is sues).

q New Sub scrip tion q Re newal (please at tach mail ing la bel)

Name _____________________________________

Address ___________________________________

City, State, ZIP _____________________________

Make checks pay able to
Le gal Serv ices of New Jer sey

Mail cou pon and pay ment to
Le gal Serv ices of New Jer sey

P.O. Box 1357
Edi son, NJ  08818- 13579/08
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ABAWD Exempt Regions for New Jer sey
May 1, 2008–April 30, 2009

Area 15% Waiver La bor Sur plus Area

At lan tic County N/A At lan tic County

Bergen County N/A Garfield City

Burlington County Mt. Holly
Pemberton Township
Willingboro Township

Cam den County N/A City of Camden

Cape May County N/A Cape May County

Cum ber land County N/A Cum ber land County

Essex County N/A Essex County

Glou ces ter County Clay ton, Pittman, Frank lin N/A

Hud son County N/A Hudson County

Hunterdon County N/A N/A

Mer cer County N/A City of Trenton

Middlesex County N/A City of Perth Amboy

Monmouth County N/A Neptune Township

Mor ris County
Jef fer son Township

Vic tory Gar dens
N/A

Ocean County N/A
Berkeley Township

Manchester Township

Passaic County N/A Passaic County

Sa lem County N/A Salem County

Somerset County N/A N/A

Sus sex County N/A N/A

Un ion County N/A
Elizabeth City
Plainfield City

War ren County

Greenwich
Hardwick
Harmony

Independence
Lopatcong
Mansfield
Pohatcong

White

N/A

      



¿Cuándo puede el empleador
o patrón investigar sus
antecedentes penales?

LOS EMPLEADORES están cada día más atentos a no
contratar a obreros con antecedentes penales. Esto se
debe a que dichos patrones tienen el deber le gal de
poner mucho cuidado en el proceso de contratación. Si
se contrata a un individuo peligroso o indebido se puede
quebrantar dicho deber. A causa de este miedo de ser
responsabilizados por las acciones de sus empleados,
muchos patrones conducen investigaciones a fondo de
los antecedentes penales de los candidatos. 

Si usted está solicitando un trabajo, es importante
conseguir una copia de sus antecedentes penales para sa -

Look ing Out For Your Le gal Rights: flip over for Eng lish edi tion

Si usted está solicitando
un trabajo, es importante 
conseguir una copia de
sus antecedentes penales
para sa ber la
información que
contiene y lo que puede
hacer para evitar que sus
antecedentes le impidan
obtener un empleo.

Look ing Out
For Your Le gal Rights
Flip is sue over for the

Eng lish edi tion of
Look ing Out for Your

Le gal Rights.

El boletín de educación jurídica para los habitantes de Nueva Jer sey

Le gal Serv ices of New Jer sey
P.O. Box 1357
Edi son, NJ  08818- 1357

continúa en la página 2
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ber la información que contiene y lo que
puede hacer para evitar  que sus
antecedentes le impidan obtener un
empleo.

¿Qué preguntas puede hacer el patrón
sobre mis antecedentes penales?

En Nueva Jer sey, no hay ninguna ley que
le impida al patrón hacer preguntas sobre
el historial de un solicitante de trabajo con
respecto a la  existencia de fal los
condenatorios y detenciones, incluyendo
detenciones que no condujeron a un fallo.

¿Cómo hace un empleador para
obtener una copia de mis
antecedentes penales? 

El empleador puede conseguir su
información por medio de una búsqueda
en el Internet, buscar su nombre en los
archivos del tri bu nal o del gobierno, o
pidiéndole a usted sus huellas digitales para 
que la policía estatal de Nueva Jer sey, New
Jer sey State Po lice o la Agencia Fed eral de
Investigaciones, Fed eral Bu reau of In ves ti ga -
tion, (FBI), hagan una investigación a
fondo.

Muchos patrones, para conducir una
investigación a fondo, contratan a una de
las agencia encargadas de suministrar
historiales de crédito. Para hacer tal cosa, el
patrón, an tes de comenzar el proceso de
investigación, tiene que obtener su
autorización por escrito. Para poder
investigar sus antecedentes a fondo, dichas
agencias tienen que seguir las reglas
instituidas por la ley de información
crediticia imparcial, Fair Credit Re port ing Act
(FCRA). El FCRA es una ley fed eral que
pro tege al consumidor a quien se le hace
una investigación a fondo.

¿Tengo derecho de ver el resultado
de la investigación de mis

antecedentes penales?
El FCRA pro tege a los consumidores

sólo cuando se utiliza una de las agencia
encargadas de suministrar historiales
crediticios. Si le niegan un empleo debido
al resultado de dicha investigación, según la 
ley FCRA, le tienen que dar una copia del
informe junto con la negativa de empleo.
La ley FCRA no se aplica si el patrón no
utilizó una de las agencia encargadas de
suministrar los informes, y usted no tiene el
derecho a que le den una copia de su

Cuáles Son Sus Derechos Legales
Con respecto a Look ing Out 

Look ing Out for Your Le gal Rights® es publicada 10 veces al año

por los Servicios Legales de Nueva Jer sey. Si usted es un

cliente de los Servicios Legales, puede obtener una copia en

la oficina de Servicios Legales de su localidad. También

puede leer Look ing Out  en nuestro s it io Web

www.lsnj.org/espanol/selfhelp.htm.

Suscripciones

La suscripción cuesta $10 dólares por año.

Números atrasados 

Puede ver números atrasados en www.lsnj.org/espanol/

selfhelp.htm. Los números atrasados impresos, en caso de estar 

disponibles, cuestan $3 dólares cada uno.

Cambio de Dirección

Si se muda, envíenos su nueva dirección y una copia de la

etiqueta pegada al ul timo ejemplar de Look ing Out.

Comentarios

Si tiene alguna sugerencia o comentario con respecto a Look -

ing Out, nos gustaría oírlo. Envíe toda correspondencia a:

Ed i tor, Look ing Out 
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

P.O Box 1357
Ed i son, NJ 08818-1357
publicaciones@lsnj.org

Este boletín de noticias es sólo una información gen -
eral. Si tiene un problema jurídico, usted debería ver a
un abogado.

Una parte del costo de esta publicación se cubrió con
la ayuda proporcionada por el fondo IOLTA del
colegio de abogados de Nueva Jer sey.

© 2008 Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

Sus antecedentes penales
continúa de la página 1
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informe. De hecho, dependiendo del
método de investigación utilizada por el
patrón, tal vez no haya un informe
disponible. 

De acuerdo a la ley FCRA, an tes de que el 
patrón pueda usar los historiales crediticios
para negarle un empleo, terminar su
empleo, retirar una oferta de trabajo o
negarle un ascenso, el patrón tiene que
darle una copia de dicho informe.
l El nombre, la dirección y el número

de teléfono de la agencia que
suministró el informe crediticio;

l Una declaración indicando que fue
el patrón, no la agencia, quien tomó
la decisión; y

l Una notificación informándole que
usted tiene el derecho de disputar la
veracidad o la exactitud de cualquier
parte de la información suministrada 
en el informe.

Si el empleador se rehúsa a darle una
copia del informe, usted puede pedirle una
directamente a la agencia que proporcionó
el historial de crédito.

¿Qué puedo hacer si el informe de la
investigación de mis antecedentes penales 

hecha por la agencia contiene
información incorrecta?

Si el informe contiene información
inexacta, usted debería presentar una
disputa ante la agencia encargada de
suministrar el historial crediticio que
preparó dicho informe. La agencia tiene 30
días para investigar la disputa. Se le tiene
que mandar un aviso por escrito de los

resultados obtenidos no más tarde de cinco
días laborables después de la conclusión de
la investigación.

Hay diferentes agencias que se encargan 
del manejo de la información crediticia de
todo consumidor,  y  el  re solver la
inexactitud ante una de estas agencias no
necesariamente impedirá que en el fu turo,
otra agencia descubra la  misma
información errónea. Para corregir el er -
ror, siempre que le sea posible, usted tiene
que ir a la fuente de la inexactitud. Para
encontrar la fuente de tal er ror, pídale a la
agencia que suministró el  informe
crediticio que le diga a usted dónde halló la
agencia esa información. Póngase en
contacto directamente con aquella fuente
para indagar los pasos que usted tiene que
tomar para corregir el er ror. 

¿Si tengo antecedentes penales, cómo
contesto cuando me lo pregunten?

Si usted tiene antecedentes penales y le
preguntan si tiene algún antecedente,
usted tiene que decir la verdad. Es mejor
dar una explicación honesta du rante una
entrevista que esconder dichos
antecedentes y que el patrón lo descubra
más tarde. Si el patrón descubre que usted
no le dijo la verdad, le podría negar el
trabajo basándose en la falta de honestidad, 
sin tener en cuenta la naturaleza de la
ofensa. 

¿Existe alguna protección para una per -
sona que tenga antecedentes penales? 
No existe ninguna ley en Nueva Jer sey y

ninguna fed eral que expresamente proteja

El empleador que le descalifica basado en su prontuario de

arresto tiene que darle una oportunidad de explicar las

circunstancias que rodean dicho arresto. 
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a la gente con antecedentes penales de ser
victimas de la discriminación en el empleo.
(Algunos estados, como Nueva York, tienen 
tales leyes). Sin Em bargo, la ley fed eral
ofrece algunas protecciones,  s in
explícitamente proteger a la gente de la
discriminación en el empleo debido a
alguna detención o fallo condenatorio.

La comisión para la igualdad de
oportunidades en el empleo, Equal Em ploy -
ment Op por tu nity Com mis sion (EEOC), una
agencia fed eral, ha decidido que los
patrones quienes por medio de alguna
política o práctica, automáticamente
niegan un empleo a alguna per sona debido
a una detención o a la existencia de
antecedentes penales, están quebrantando
el Título VII de la ley de 1964 para la
protección de los Derechos Civiles. El negar 
un empleo por la existencia de una
detención o un fallo condenatorio, tiene un 
impacto adverso en las per so nas de la raza
negra y la hispana, debido a que estos dos
grupos reciben condenas en mayores
números que a las per so nas de la raza
blanca y de otras nacionalidades.

La comisión EEOC ha desarrollado unas 
pautas que los patrones tienen que seguir al
negarle un trabajo a un candidato debido a
sus antecedentes. 

¿Si tengo un prontuario de arresto, puede
el patrón rehusarse a contratarme? 
Ningún patrón puede usar el informe de 

alguna detención para excluir a una per -
sona de un empleo. Los arrestos por si so los
no son considerados como prueba
confiable de que una per sona en realidad
haya cometido un delito. El empleador que
le descalifica basado en su prontuario de
arresto tiene que darle una oportunidad de
explicar las circunstancias que rodean
dicho arresto. También, el patrón debe
considerar si (1) la detención está
relacionada con un comportamiento que
no es adecuado para el trabajo; (2) usted de
veras presentó el comportamiento por el
cual le detuvieron; y (3) el acontecimiento
es relativamente reciente.

¿Hasta qué punto se puede usar el
historial de las condenas en la toma de

decisiones relacionadas con la
contratación?

Si el patrón descubre que usted tiene
antecedentes penales, puede que no le
niegue el empleo debido a su historial a
menos que conduzca algún tipo de la
investigación a fin de obtener más
información. El empleador tiene que
considerar (1) la naturaleza y gravedad de

la infracción u infracciones; (2)
cuánto tiempo ha pasado desde
que cometió la infracción y/o la
finalización de la sentencia; y
(3) la naturaleza del trabajo que
usted está solicitando. 

Después de considerar estos
factores, si el patrón todavía cree 
que sus antecedentes le hacen
un candidato inaceptable, él o
ella puede negarle el puesto. 

Si el patrón no investiga sus
antecedentes, o si usted no está
de acuerdo con la decisión del
patrón, y han pasado menos de
300 días desde que la negativa

Si usted tiene antecedentes penales y le preguntan si tiene
algún antecedente, usted tiene que decir la verdad.
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del puesto, usted puede pedirle a la
comisión EEOC que decida si el patrón
tuvo una buen motivo para negarle el
trabajo. 

¿Dónde puedo conseguir
más información?

Para obtener más información, póngase
en contacto con el proyecto de los Servicios
Legales  de Nueva Jer sey para la
reincorporación del prisionero, Pris oner Re -
en try Pro ject, llamando a la línea directa
gratuita de asistencia jurídica de los
Servicios Legales para todo el estado en el

1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529). (Fuera
de Nueva Jer sey, por fa vor llame al
732-572-9100 y pida que lo comuniquen
con la línea directa). Usted también puede
escribir a:

Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey
Pris oner Re en try Pro ject
P.O. Box 1357
Ed i son, New Jer sey 08818-1357 r

Escrito por Eliz a beth Jiménez, Asistente jurídica prin ci pal
del proyecto de los Servicios Legales de Nueva Jer sey para la 

Reincorporación del Prisionero, Pris oner Re en try Pro ject
Traducido del inglés por Al Moreno, M.A.,

coordinador de los servicios lingüísticos en LSNJ.

Formulario para hacer el pedido

q Sí, quiero suscribirme a Look ing Out for Your Le gal Rights®/Cuáles Son Sus
Derechos Legales. Adjunto encontrará un cheque/giro postal por $10.00 dólares
para una suscripción por un año (10 ejemplares).

q Nueva suscripción q Renovación de la suscripción

Nombre ___________________________________

Dirección__________________________________

Ciudad ___________________________________

Estado, Código postal _______________________

Haga el cheque a nombre de 
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

Envíe el formulario y el pago a
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

P.O. Box 1357
Ed i son, NJ  08818-1357

9/08

www.LSNJLAW.org/espanol

Para información acerca
de las leyes y asuntos relacionados con la ley


