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THE FIRST PART of this two-part ar ti cle ex plains
civil un ions and the rights of civil un ion cou ples.
Part two, in the June is sue of Look ing Out, will fo cus 
on civil un ions and taxes. Both parts of this ar ti cle
are avail able on our Web site, www.LSNJLAW.org.

What is a civil un ion?
Civil un ion is a term for a type of fam ily unit that

has re cently be come rec og nized un der New Jer sey 
law and ap plies only to same-sex cou ples. Civil un -
ions be came law in New Jer sey af ter sev eral gay
cou ples went to court seek ing to get mar ried. The
New Jer sey Su preme Court held that gay cou ples
must be given all of the same rights, re spon si bil i -
ties, and ob li ga tions that straight cou ples re ceive
when they en ter a mar riage. So, the Leg is la ture
passed a law that al lows same-sex cou ples to en ter
a civil un ion.

What rights do civil un ion cou ples en joy?
All of the laws, stat utes, rules, and reg u la tions

that ap ply to mar ried cou ples ap ply equally to civil
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un ions. Some of the spe cific rights that
are men tioned in the civil un ion law in -
clude:
l The right for ei ther in di vid ual or

both to change names
l The right to hold the ti tle to prop -

erty (own prop erty) as ten ants by
the en tire ties (in the same way that 
mar ried cou ples own prop erty to -
gether)

l The right of both in di vid ual mem -
bers of the civil un ion to be con sid -
ered the le gal par ents of any child
born dur ing a civil union

l The right to have New Jer sey tax
laws ap ply to civil un ion part ners
in the same way as mar ried
spouses. This re fers to pro bate tax
law (laws deal ing with taxes on in -
her ited money), prop erty tax, and
state in come tax.

The civil un ion law makes it clear that 
all of New Jer sey’s di vorce laws, di vorce
stat utes, court rules, and case law on

 divorce will ap ply to the “dis so lu tion” of
civil un ions. The civil un ion law states:
“[t]he laws of do mes tic re la tions, in clud -
ing an nul ment, pre mar i tal agree ments,
sep a ra tion, di vorce, child cus tody and
sup port, prop erty di vi sion and main te -
nance, and post-re la tion ship spousal
sup port, shall ap ply to the parties to a
civil union.”

What hap pens to
do mes tic part ner ships now?

Be fore the new civil un ion law, New
Jer sey had a do mes tic part ner ship law,
which pro vided fewer rights and ben e fits
than the civil un ion law. The civil un ion
law has re placed the do mes tic part ner -
ship law for most gay cou ples. Do mes tic
part ner ship is now avail able only to se -
niors—gay or straight cou ples where
both part ners are over the age of 62. 

Cur rent do mes tic part ners have the
choice ei ther to re main in a do mes tic
part ner ship or to en ter into a civil un ion
with the same part ner. If a cou ple chooses
to en ter a civil un ion, the do mes tic part -
ner ship au to mat i cally ends. There is no

New Jer sey Civil Un ions
con tin ued from page 1
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need to ter mi nate the do mes tic part ner -
ship be fore en ter ing a civil un ion with the
same part ner. Some have called this a “re -
la tion ship up grade.”

Does the fed eral gov ern ment rec og nize 
New Jer sey civil un ions?

The fed eral gov ern ment has passed a
law that weak ens New Jer sey’s ef fort to
give rights to same-sex cou ples and their
fam i lies. The De fense of Mar riage Act
(DOMA) states that the fed eral gov ern -
ment will only rec og nize a mar riage be -
tween one man and one woman. DOMA
also grants each state the right to re fuse
to ac cept an other state’s rec og ni tion of
same-sex cou ples as mar ried cou ples.
New Jer sey does not use the word “mar -
riage” for same-sex cou ples, and the fed -
eral gov ern ment has no laws re gard ing a 
fam ily sta tus of “civil un ion.” These dif -
fer ences have led to in con sis tent ap pli -
ca tion of DOMA to civil union couples. 

Do other states
rec og nize New Jer sey civil un ions?
Be cause DOMA also

grants each state the
right to re fuse to ac cept
an other state’s rec og ni -
tion of same-sex cou -
ples as mar ried cou ples, 
some times a state will
in ter fere with the rights
of civil un ion cou ples,
and some times it will
not. How ever, most
states do not rec og nize
civil un ions. If you are a
mem ber of a civil un ion
and you are trav el ing or
mov ing to an other
state, it may be help ful

to find out whether or not the laws of
that state rec og nize civil unions before
you leave.

Can I change my name when
I en ter a civil un ion?

Ei ther part ner en ter ing a civil un -
ion may change his or her last name, or 
both may change their names with out
the need for a court or der. Some, but
not all, fed eral agen cies have read
DOMA to pro hibit rec og niz ing civil
un ion name changes. If you choose to
change your name when you en ter a
civil un ion, you must get your gov ern -
ment-is sued iden ti fi ca tion up dated.
Of the three most im por tant gov ern -
ment agen cies is su ing iden ti fi ca tion
doc u ments, only two will rec og nize a
civil un ion name change. One will not.
Be low is a list of each doc u ment and a
state ment about whether the name
change will be rec og nized. There is
also an Internet ad dress for ver i fi ca -
tion of that agency’s pol icy. In di vid ual
work ers at each lo cal agency of fice may 

not be aware of the
agency’s pol icy to rec og -
nize a civil un ion name
change. To help en sure
that your name change
i s  rec  og  ni zed ,  you
should bring a copy of
the agency pol icy ver i fi -
ca tion with you to the lo -
cal of fice. You may print
a copy of the ver i fi ca tion 
pol icy for the So cial Se -
cu rity Ad min is tra tion
and the De part ment of
Mo tor Ve hi cles from the 
Internet  ad  dres se s
noted be low.

Most other states do not rec og nize
civil un ions.
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l SO CIAL SE CU RITY CARD—Yes, will
change name with Civil Un ion
 Certificate (ver i fi ca tion: https://
s044a90.ssa.gov/apps10/poms.nsf/lnx/
1502705033!opendocument).

l DRIVER’S LI CENSE—Yes, will change
name with Civil Un ion Cer tif i cate
(ver i fi ca tion: http://www.state.nj.us/
m v c / p d f / L i  c e n s e s / i d e n t _ v e r _
posterpint.pdf). There have been re -
ports of sev eral lo cal Mo tor Ve hi cle
of fices re fus ing to al low both part -
ners to use the same hy phen ated last
name. Agency work ers mis tak enly
thought that the law re quired that
the “maiden” name or orig i nal sur -
name must ap pear be fore the hy -
phen ated name change based on
mar riage or civil un ion. New Jer sey
law al lows any one en ter ing a mar -
riage or civil un ion to change his or
her name to any sur name. If you en -
coun ter such dif fi cul ties, you should
ask the lo cal Mo tor Ve hi cle of fice to
con tact the Mo tor Ve hi cle Com mis -
sion in Tren ton for clar i fi ca tion.

l PASS PORT—No, will not change
name based on Civil Un ion Cer tif i -
cate (http://foia.state.gov/masterdocs/

07fam/07fam1300apl.pdf). The pol icy
of the United States De part ment of
State on name changes pur su ant to a
civil un ion may pre vent you from get -
ting or re new ing a pass port in your
new name. A pass port may be is sued
in your old name, or you may go
through the courts to ob tain a court
or der for your name change. A
court-or dered name change will be
rec og nized for a pass port.

Do I have to adopt a child born
to my part ner dur ing a civil un ion in

or der to be con sid ered
that child’s le gal par ent?

The civil un ion law states that a child
born dur ing a civil un ion will be au to -
mat i cally con sid ered to be the child of
both partners. The birth cer tif i cate is -
sued for a child born dur ing a civil un -
ion will have the names of the bi o log i cal
par ent and his or her civil union
partner. 

How ever, a New Jer sey birth cer tif i -
cate for a child born dur ing a civil un -
ion will not nec es sar ily be help ful in
other states or for fed eral pur poses. If
that child needs med i cal treat ment
while the fam ily is out of state vis it ing
rel a tives, the health care pro vider may
not rec og nize the non-birth par ent for
con sent to treat ment. Sim i larly, if the
non-birth par ent be comes dis abled, the 
So cial Se cu rity Ad min is tra tion may re -
fuse to pro vide ben e fits to the child. A
court or der is more le gally bind ing on
other states and the fed eral gov ern -
ment than a birth cer tif i cate alone. The
non-bi o log i cal par ent should seek ei -
ther a sec ond-par ent adop tion or an or -
der of par ent age from the court to
ob tain a clearly de fined par ent-child

A court-or dered name change will be
rec og nized for a pass port.
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 relationship that other states and the
fed eral gov ern ment must rec og nize. 

Will en ter ing a civil un ion af fect
mil i tary ser vice or for eign adop tions?

En ter ing into a civil un ion is a le gal
pro ce dure. Once a per son en ters into a
civil un ion he or she can not deny hav ing 
done so. Be cause civil un ions only ap ply
to same-sex cou ples in New Jer sey, any -
one who en ters into a civil un ion is pub -
licly com ing out as gay or les bian.
En ter ing into a civil un ion is a vi o la tion
of the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” pol icy for
mem bers of the mil i tary. For that rea -
son, en ter ing into a civil un ion may be a
ba sis for dis hon or able dis charge. Like -
wise, cou ples who have en tered into a
civil un ion and then seek an in ter na -
tional adop tion may be de nied, as many
for eign coun tr ies  do not al  low
adoptions by lesbian or gay prospective
parents. 

Will en ter ing a civil un ion
af fect pub lic ben e fits?

Cou ples who re ceive ben e fits, such as 
Medicaid and TANF, must be aware that
lo cal reg u la tions may count the in come
and as sets of a civil un ion part ner, which

may re sult in the ter mi na tion of ben e -
fits. On the other hand, those same
agen cies will not rec og nize the civil un -
ion cou ple for some other pur poses that
would ben e fit the cou ple, such as de ter -
min ing whether a com mu nity spouse al -
low ance will be pro vided when one civil
un ion part ner is re ceiv ing Medicaid for
nursing home care. r

By Mary M. McManus-Smith, Se nior At tor ney,
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

NEXT MONTH: Civil un ions and taxes

Cou ples who have en tered into a civil
un ion and then seek an in ter na tional

adop tion may be de nied, as many for eign
coun tries do not al low adop tions by
les bian or gay pro spec tive par ents.

www.LSNJLAW.org

You can find le gal in for ma tion, pub li ca tions, forms, re source di rec to ries,

ben e fits cal cu la tors, and much more on our Web site,

www.LSNJLAW.org.
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How to Cor rect Mis takes on Your Crim i nal Re cord
IF YOU HAVE A CRIM I NAL RE CORD and
are plan ning to ap ply for a job, it is a
good idea to get a copy of your rap sheet
(crim i nal re cord) be fore you ap ply.
That way, you will be able to an swer any
ques tions thor oughly, ac cu rately, and
hon estly. An other good rea son to re -
quest a copy of your rap sheet is that it
may con tain in com plete en tries or mis -
takes and can make your crim i nal re -
cord look worse than it ac tu ally is. For
ex am ple, a rap sheet may list an ar rest
but not say whether you pleaded guilty,
were ac quit ted, or had the charges dis -
missed. Some times the rap sheet will
con tain mul ti ple en tries for one ar rest.

Step 1: How to ob tain
your fin ger prints

Before you can get a copy of your rap
sheet, you must con tact the po lice de part -
ment in the mu nic i pal ity where you live
and make an ap point ment to be finger -
printed on a State Ap pli cant Fin ger print

Card (SBI-19). On the card, you will need
to check “in di vid ual re view or chal lenge
of re cord” as the pur pose of the re cord
check, and in clude all iden ti fi ca tion data,
in clud ing your full name, date of birth,
and So cial Se cu rity num ber.

Step 2: How to ob tain your rap sheet
When you re ceive the fin ger print

card, you must mail the fin ger print card
along with a $30 cer ti fied bank check or
money or der pay able to Di vi sion of State
Po lice—SBI to:

State Sec tion of Iden ti fi ca tion
Re cords and Iden ti fi ca tion Bu reau
New Jer sey State Po lice
P.O. Box 7068
West Tren ton, NJ 08628

With the fin ger print card and the $30 
cer ti fied bank check, you must in clude a 
let ter list ing the pur pose of the re quest,
your name, and the mail ing ad dress
where the re sponse can be for warded.
You should re ceive your crim i nal re cord 
within five to 10 business days.

When you re ceive your rap sheet, you
should re view it care fully. If you no tice
any mis takes, you must go to the court
where the case was heard and a dis po si -
tion was ren dered and ob tain a copy of
the Judg ment of Con vic tion (JOC) from 
the court with the cor rect in for ma tion.
For ev ery mis take that you find on your
re cord, you need to ob tain the JOC from 
the clerk of the court in which that case
was heard. (If the JOC is in cor rect, you
may need an at tor ney to help you
amend the judgment.)

When you re ceive the JOC, you
may send it to the Crim i nal Re cord

Be fore you can get a copy of your rap sheet,
you must con tact the po lice de part ment in
the mu nic i pal ity where you live and make
an ap point ment to be finger printed on a

State Ap pli cant Fin ger print Card.
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 Repository, along with a cover let ter ex -
plain ing how the in for ma tion on the rap 
sheet dif fers from that on the JOC. The
Crim i nal Re cord Re pos i tory is the
agency a per son may con tact to cor rect
his or her record. 

Crim i nal Re cord Re pos i tory
New Jer sey State Po lice
P.O. Box 7068
West Tren ton, NJ 08628

The Crim i nal Re cord Re pos i tory’s
tele phone num ber is 609-882-2000, ext.
2369, Re cord As sem bly Unit. The
agency wi l l  work with you on a
case-by-case ba sis to cor rect any and all
mis takes or in com plete en tries. The
agency will ac cept faxed cop ies of the
JOC. The cor rec tion can take up to
three weeks. 

When the re cord has been cor rected, 
the Crim i nal Re cord Re pos i tory will no -
tify you in writ ing. 

Step 3: If you have a crim i nal re cord
out side of New Jer sey

If you have a crim i nal his tory out side
of New Jer sey, it may be a good idea to
ob tain an FBI rap sheet, through a pro -
cess that is sim i lar to the one de scribed
above. To re quest a copy of the FBI rap
sheet, write to:

U.S. De part ment of Jus tice
Fed eral Bu reau of In ves ti ga tion
Crim i nal Jus tice In for ma tion
Ser vices Di vi sion
1000 Custer Hol low Road
Clarksburg, WV 26306

The cover let ter must state that you
are re quest ing a copy of your crim i nal
re cord un der the Free dom of In for ma -
tion Act (FOIA). Also, the cover let ter

should in clude your name, ad dress,
and date of birth. You will also need to
en close the fin ger print card as ex -
plained in Step 1 above. The FBI
charges an $18 pro cess ing fee, which is
pay able to the U.S. Trea surer, by money
or der or cer ti fied bank check. If you
can not af ford to pay the fee, you should 
send a no ta rized let ter ex plain ing the
rea son why you can not af ford it. The
fee may be waived. 

Credit re port er rors
Many em ploy ers use credit re ports as

a means of a back ground check. Your
credit re port con tains in for ma tion
about where you live, whether you were
in volved in a law suit, filed for bank -
ruptcy, are de lin quent with pay ing your
bills, and whether you have been
arrested.

It is im por tant to re view your credit
re port reg u larly to make sure that the in -
for ma tion is ac cu rate and com plete, be -
cause the in for ma tion may pre vent
iden tity theft and may af fect whether
you can get a loan or a job.

The Fair Credit Re port ing Act
(FCRA) is in tended to pro tect con sum -
ers from hav ing in ac cu rate in for ma tion
cir cu lated. The Fed eral Trade Com mis -
sion (FTC) en forces the credit laws that
pro tect your right to get, use, and
maintain credit. 

How can I get a copy of
my credit re port?

Un der the FCRA, you are en ti tled to a 
copy of your credit re port at your re -
quest, once ev ery 12 months, from the
con sumer re port ing agen cies. The
three na tion wide con sumer re port ing
agen cies are Equifax, Experian, and
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TransUnion. To ac cess a free credit re -
port, the three na tion wide agen cies
have cre ated one Web site. To or der a
free an nual re port, you can visit
www.annualcreditreport.com, call 1-877-
322-8228, or com plete an An nual Credit
Re port Re quest Form and mail it to:

An nual Credit Re port
Re quest Ser vice
PO Box 105281
At lanta, GA 30348-5281

You need to give them your name, ad -
dress, So cial Se cu rity num ber, and date
of birth. If you have moved in the last two 
years, you may have to pro vide your pre -
vi ous ad dress. 

You may also be el i gi ble for a free
credit re port if a com pany de nies your
ap pli ca tion for credit, in sur ance, or em -
ploy ment based on in for ma tion in your
re port. You must ask for the re port
within 60 days of re ceiv ing no tice of the
ac tion. The no tice should give you the
name, ad dress, and phone num ber of
the con sumer reporting agency.

How can I cor rect er rors
on my credit re port?
Once you have re -

ceived a copy, it is im por -
tant to check the re port
for any er rors. If you find
any, you should write to
the con sumer re port ing
agency and ex plain what
you think is wrong. Also, it
is im por tant to in clude
your name and ad dress. If
you have doc u ments that
sup port your po si tion, it is
im por tant to send cop ies
to the con sumer re port ing 
agen cies. The Fed eral

Trade Com mis sion has a sam ple dis pute 
let ter that you can use. A copy of the
sam ple dis pute let ter is on page 9. Send
your let ter by cer ti fied mail, re turn re -
ceipt re quested. It is im por tant to keep
cop ies of the letter and enclosures.

The con sumer re port ing agen cies are
re quired to in ves ti gate claims within 30
days. The con sumer re port ing agen cies
are also re quired to in form a com pany of
any in ac cu rate in for ma tion it pro vided.
The com pany is re quired to in ves ti gate,
re view the rel e vant in for ma tion, and re -
port the re sult back to the con sumer re -
port ing agen cies. If the com pany finds
that the in for ma tion is in ac cu rate, it
must no tify all three na tion wide con -
sumer re port ing agen cies—Equifax,
TransUnion, and Experian—so that they 
can cor rect your re cord.

If your credit re port was sent to po -
ten tial lend ers and em ploy ers within the 
past six months, you must ask the
 consumer re port ing agency to send no -
tices of any cor rec tions to any one who
re ceived a copy of the report.

To ac cess a free credit re port, the three na tion wide agen cies
have cre ated one Web site, www.annualcreditreport.com.
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If the in ves ti ga tion does not re solve
your dis pute, you can ask that a state -
ment of the dis pute be in cluded in all fu -
ture re ports. You can also ask the
con sumer re port ing agency to pro vide
your state ment to any one who re ceived
a copy of your re port in the re cent past.
There is a fee for this request.

To file a com plaint or to get free in -
for ma tion on con sumer is sues, visit
www.ftc.gov or call 1-877-382-4357. r

By Lynette Siragusa, As sis tant Su per vis ing At tor ney,
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

Por tions of this ar ti cle were adapted from
Fed eral Trade Com mis sion—Pro tect ing Amer ica’s

Con sum ers, www.ftc.gov.

Sam ple Dis pute Let ter 

Date

Your Name 
Your Ad dress,
City, State, Zip Code

Com plaint De part ment
Name of Com pany
Ad dress
City, State, Zip Code

Dear Sir or Madam: 

I am writ ing to dis pute the fol low ing in for ma tion in my file. I have cir cled 
the items I dis pute on the at tached copy of the re port I re ceived.

This item [iden tify item(s) dis puted by name of source, such as cred i tors or tax
court, and iden tify type of item, such as credit ac count, judg ment, etc.] is in ac cu -
rate [or in com plete] be cause [de scribe what is in ac cu rate or in com plete and why]. 
I am re quest ing that the item be re moved [or re quest an other spe cific change] 
to cor rect the in for ma tion.

En closed are cop ies of [use this sen tence if ap pli ca ble and de scribe any en closed
doc u men ta tion, such as pay ment re cords or court doc u ments] sup port ing my
 position. Please re in ves ti gate this [these] mat ter[s] and de lete [or cor rect]
the dis puted item[s] as soon as pos si ble.

Sin cerely, 

Your name

En clo sures: [List what you are en clos ing]
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New Jer sey's
Vic tims of Crime Com pen sa tion Agency

NEW JER SEY’S VIC TIMS of Crime Com -
pen sa tion Agency (VCCA) has a fund to
help with costs re lated to in ju ries suf -
fered by in no cent vic tims of vi o lent
crime or their fam i lies. The crimes cov -
ered in clude as sault, child abuse, ho mi -
cide, do mes tic vi o lence, kid nap ping, hit 
and run, and sex ual as sault. 

Who is el i gi ble for as sis tance
from the VCCA?

l A vic tim of a vi o lent crime who has
suf fered phys i cal in jury or men tal
trauma

l A sur viv ing spouse, par ent, guard -
ian, or other per son who is de -
pend ent for sup port on a vic tim
who has died as a re sult of a crime

l A per son in jured while try ing to
pre vent a crime

l A per son in jured while try ing to as -
sist a po lice of fi cer in mak ing an
ar rest.

Who is not el i gi ble for as sis tance?
l A vic tim who lives out side of New

Jer sey
l A vic tim of a crime com mit ted in a

state other than New Jer sey

l A vic tim who did not sus tain per -
sonal in jury or men tal trauma

l A vic tim who does not co op er ate
with law en force ment

l A vic tim who was in jail when the
crime oc curred

l A vic tim who con trib uted to the
crime

l A vic tim who was en gag ing in il le -
gal ac tiv ity at the time of the crime

l A vic tim of a mo tor ve hi cle or boat -
ing ac ci dent (with cer tain ex cep -
tions).

What kinds of com pen sa tion ben e fits
are avail able from the VCCA?

l Med i cally re lated ex penses
l Loss of earn ings in per sonal in jury

cases
l Loss of sup port from the vic tim for 

de pend ants in ho mi cide cases
l Lim ited trans por ta tion costs
l Men tal health coun sel ing
l Lim ited do mes tic ser vice, child

care, day care, and af ter-school
care costs up to $6,500

l Loss of earn ings for a sur viv ing
spouse whose earn ing ca pac ity has 
been re duced

Com pen sa tion for crime

scene cleanup of up to

$2,000 is avail able

from the VCCA.
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l Loss of sup port from the of fender
in do mes tic vi o lence cases

l Loss of pre scrip tion eye glasses
l Crime scene cleanup of up to

$2,000
l Re lo ca tion ex penses of up to

$2,500
l Emer gency fi nan cial as sis tance of

up to $1,500.

The VCCA will pay crime-re lated ex -
penses only af ter a vic tim or el i gi ble per -
son ap plies to other sources such as
State dis abil ity in sur ance, work ers com -
pen sa tion, etc. 

The VCCA gen er ally does not com pen -
sate for prop erty loss or pain and suf fer ing.

What are the re quire ments to ap ply
for re im burse ment from the VCCA?
A per son wish ing to ap ply for re im -

burse ment from the VCCA must:
l Com plete and sub mit a VCCA ap -

pli ca tion two years or less from the
date of the crime.

l Re port the crime to law en force -
ment within three months.

An ap pli cant should also sup ply these 
ad di tional doc u ments if pos si ble:
l A po lice re port
l Cop ies of bills or other doc u men -

ta tion of ex penses 
l Cop ies of any doc u ments related

to in sur ance.

The ap pli ca tion should be filed
within two years of the date that the
crime was com mit ted. The max i mum
ben e fit avail able is $25,000 per vic tim.

What can I do if my ap pli ca tion
is de nied?

A vic tim may ap peal if an ap pli ca tion
for as sis tance is de nied. The ap peal must
be made within 20 days of re ceiv ing the
de nial. The vic tim will then be sched uled
for a hear ing. Af ter the hear ing, the vic -
tim may file a for mal ap peal to the Ap pel -
late Di vi sion of the Su pe rior Court. 

How do I get an ap pli ca tion for
com pen sa tion from the VCCA?

Ap pli ca tions are avail able at each
county pros e cu tor’s of fice. For more in -
for ma tion and for a state wide list of
pros e cu tor’s of fices, visit the VCCA Web
site at www.njvictims.org.

The VCCA Web site con tains other
im por tant in for ma tion re lat ing to ser -
vices for vic tims, in clud ing the VINE
(Vic tim In for ma tion No ti fi ca tion Ev ery -
day) pro gram, which al lows vic tims ac -
cess to in for ma tion about whether or
not their as sail ant has been re leased
from jail.

You may also call the VCCA at
1-877-NJ-VCCA1 (1-877-658-2221). r

By Michele Olvera and Deborah Fennelly, Se nior At tor neys, Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

Ap pli ca tions are avail able at each county pros e cu tor’s of fice.

For more in for ma tion and for a state wide list of pros e cu tor’s

  of fices, visit the VCCA Web site at www.njvictims.org.  
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Or der Form

q Yes, I want to sub scribe to Look ing Out For Your Le gal Rights®. En closed is a
check/money or der for $10.00 for a one-year sub scrip tion (10 is sues).

q New Sub scrip tion q Re newal (please at tach mail ing la bel)

Name _____________________________________

Address ___________________________________

City, State, ZIP _____________________________

Make checks pay able to
Le gal Serv ices of New Jer sey

Mail cou pon and pay ment to
Le gal Serv ices of New Jer sey

P.O. Box 1357
Edi son, NJ  08818- 13575/08

New Jer sey Le gal Ser vices Pro grams
State Co or di nat ing Pro gram

Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey
(732) 572-9100
www.LSNJ.org

LSNJ-LAW™ toll-free, state wide le gal hot line:
1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529)

www.LSNJLAW.org

Re gional Le gal Ser vices Pro grams

Cen tral Jer sey Le gal Ser vices

Mer cer County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 695-6249

Middlesex County—New Bruns wick . . . . . . . . . . (732) 249-7600

Middlesex County—Perth Amboy . . . . . . . . . . . (732) 324-1613

Un ion County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 354-4340

Essex-New ark Le gal Ser vices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 624-4500

Le gal Ser vices of North west Jer sey

Hunterdon County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 782-7979

Mor ris County. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 285-6911

Somerset County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 231-0840

Sus sex County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 383-7400

War ren County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 475-2010

North east New Jer sey Le gal Ser vices

Bergen County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (201) 487-2166

Hud son County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (201) 792-6363

Passaic County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 523-2900

Ocean-Monmouth Le gal Ser vices

Monmouth County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (732) 866-0020

Ocean County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (732) 341-2727

South Jer sey Le gal Ser vices

At lan tic County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 348-4200

Burlington County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 261-1088

Cam den County. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 964-2010

Cape May County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 465-3001

Cen tral ized In take . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-496-4570

Consumer Law Unit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 429-8291

Cum ber land Coun ty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 691-0494

Glou ces ter County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 848-5360

Salem County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 678-6492



La agencia de Nueva Jer sey para
indemnizar a víctimas de delitos

LA AGENCIA DE NUEVA JER SEY para indemnizar a 
víctimas de delitos (VCCA, por sus siglas en
inglés) tiene un fondo para ayudar a pagar los
gastos relacionados a las lesiones que han
sufrido las víctimas inocentes, o sus familias, a
causa de delitos violentos. Estos delitos incluyen 
la agresión, el maltrato de menores, el
homicidio, la violencia doméstica, el secuestro,
los casos en que atropellan y abandonan a una
per sona y la agresión sex ual. 

Look ing Out For Your Le gal Rights: flip over for Eng lish edi tion

La agencia de Nueva Jer sey
para indemnizar a víctimas
de delitos tiene un fondo
para ayudar a pagar los
gastos relacionados a las
lesiones que han sufrido las
víctimas inocentes, o sus
familias, a causa de delitos
violentos. 

Look ing Out
For Your Le gal Rights

Flip is sue over for the
Eng lish edi tion of

Look ing Out for Your
Le gal Rights.

El boletín de educación jurídica para los habitantes de Nueva Jer sey

Le gal Serv ices of New Jer sey
P.O. Box 1357
Edi son, NJ  08818- 1357

continúa en la página 2

Cuáles Son Sus
Derechos Legales

 Mayo 2008                  Publicado por Los Servicios Legales de Nueva Jer sey
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¿Quién llena los requisitos para recibir 
ayuda de la VCCA? 

l Una víctima de un delito violento
que resultó en lesiones corporales
o trauma psicológico 

l Un cónyuge, pa dre o madre, tu tor
u otras per so nas sobrevivientes
que dependen de la manutención
de una víctima que murió como
resultado del delito

l Una per sona que se lesionó
mientras trataba de evitar que
sucediera el delito 

l Una per sona que se lesionó
mientras trataba de ayudar a un
policía a arrestar a alguien.

¿Quién no llena los requisitos para
recibir ayuda de la VCCA? 

l Una víctima que vive fuera de
Nueva Jer sey 

l Una víctima de un delito que se
cometió en un estado que no sea
Nueva Jer sey 

l Una víctima que no sufrió lesiones 
corporales o trauma psicológico 

l Una víctima que no colabora con
la policía 

l Una víctima que estaba en la
cárcel cuando sucedió el delito 

l Una víctima que contribuyó al
delito 

l Una víctima que participaba en
actividades ilícitas cuando sucedió 
el delito.

¿Qué tipos de indemnizaciones tiene
disponible la VCCA? 

l Los gastos médicos 
l La pérdida de ingresos en los casos 

de lesiones corporales 
l La pérdida de la manutención

para los dependientes de la
víctima en los casos de homicidio

l Ciertos gastos de transporte
l La terapia para la salud men tal
l Ciertos servicios domésticos, la

guardería y el cuidado de niños
después de la escuela, hasta los
$6.500 

l La pérdida de lentes recetados

Cuáles Son Sus Derechos Legales
Con respecto a Look ing Out 

Look ing Out for Your Le gal Rights® es publicada 10 veces al año

por los Servicios Legales de Nueva Jer sey. Si usted es un

cliente de los Servicios Legales, puede obtener una copia en

la oficina de Servicios Legales de su localidad. También

puede leer Look ing Out  en nuestro s it io Web

www.lsnj.org/espanol/selfhelp.htm.

Suscripciones

La suscripción cuesta $10 dólares por año.

Números atrasados 

Puede ver números atrasados en www.lsnj.org/espanol/

selfhelp.htm. Los números atrasados impresos, en caso de estar 

disponibles, cuestan $3 dólares cada uno.

Cambio de Dirección

Si se muda, envíenos su nueva dirección y una copia de la

etiqueta pegada al ul timo ejemplar de Look ing Out.

Comentarios

Si tiene alguna sugerencia o comentario con respecto a Look -

ing Out, nos gustaría oírlo. Envíe toda correspondencia a:

Ed i tor, Look ing Out 
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

P.O Box 1357
Ed i son, NJ 08818-1357
publicaciones@lsnj.org

Este boletín de noticias es sólo una información gen -
eral. Si tiene un problema jurídico, usted debería ver a
un abogado.

Una parte del costo de esta publicación se cubrió con
la ayuda proporcionada por el fondo IOLTA del
colegio de abogados de Nueva Jer sey.

© 2008 Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

VCCA
continúa de la página 1
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l La limpieza de la escena del delito, 
hasta $2.000 

l Los gastos de la mudanza, hasta
$2.500

l La ayuda económica urgente,
hasta $1.500.

La VCCA pagará los  gastos
relacionados al delito sólo a aquellas
víctimas o per so nas que llenen los
requisitos y soliciten primero a otras
fuentes, tales como el seguro estatal por
discapacidad, la indemnización por
accidentes en el trabajo, etc. 

Por lo gen eral, la VCCA no le
indemniza por la pérdida de bienes o
por do lor y sufrimiento. 

¿Cuáles son los requisitos para solicitar 
un reembolso de la VCCA? 

La per sona que quiera solicitar un
reembolso de la VCAA tiene que: 
l Llenar y presentar una solicitud a

la VCCA an tes de que pasen dos
años desde que se cometió el
delito. 

l Informar el delito a la policía
dentro de tres meses. 

Si es posible, el solicitante también
debe proporcionar los siguientes
documentos: 
l Un informe de la policía
l Copias de las facturas y otros

documentos de los  gastos
incurridos

l Copias  de los  documentos
relacionados al seguro.

La solicitud se debe presentar dentro

de dos años desde la fecha en que se
cometió el delito. La cantidad máxima
disponible para las prestaciones es de
$25.000 por víctima. 

¿Qué puedo hacer si me niegan la
solicitud? 

La víctima puede apelar si se le niega
la solicitud para recibir ayuda. Tiene
que apelar dentro de 20 días de recibir
la negativa. Se fijará una fecha para
llevar a cabo una audiencia para la
víctima. Después de la audiencia, la
víctima puede presentar una apelación
for mal ante la División de Apelaciones
del Tri bu nal Su pe rior. 

¿Cómo puedo obtener una solicitud
para recibir indemnización de la

VCCA?
Las solicitudes están disponibles en la 

oficina del fis cal de cada condado. Para
obtener más información y una lista de
las oficinas estatales de los fiscales, vaya
al  s i t io Web de la  VCCA, en
www.njvictims.org. 

El sitio Web de la VCCA tiene más
información importante relacionada a
los servicios disponibles para las
víctimas, incluyendo el programa VINE
(Vic tim In for ma tion and No ti fi ca tion
Everday o en español, Información y
Notificación Diaria para las Víctimas),
que le permite a las víctimas tener
acceso a la información para sa ber si su
agresor ha sido liberado de la cárcel o
no. 

También puede llamar al 1 877 NJ
VCCA1 (1-877-658-2221) para recibir
más ayuda. r

Traducido del inglés por Beatriz Viera, traductora del servicio lingüístico de LSNJ
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Formulario para hacer el pedido

q Sí, quiero suscribirme a Look ing Out for Your Le gal Rights®/Cuáles Son Sus
Derechos Legales. Adjunto encontrará un cheque/giro postal por $10.00 dólares
para una suscripción por un año (10 ejemplares).

q Nueva suscripción q Renovación de la suscripción

Nombre ___________________________________

Dirección__________________________________

Ciudad ___________________________________

Estado, Código postal _______________________

Haga el cheque a nombre de 
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

Envíe el formulario y el pago a
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

P.O. Box 1357
Ed i son, NJ  08818-1357

5/08

Oficinas de Servicios Legales
Programa encargado de la coordinación para todo el estado

Los Servicios Legales de Nueva Jer sey
(732) 572-9100

www.LSNJ.org/espanol
LSNJ-LAW™ la línea directa gratuita para asistencia jurídica de LSNJ en todo el estado:

1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529)
www.LSNJLAW.org/espanol

Los Programas regionales de los Servicios Legales

Cen tral Jer sey Le gal Ser vices

Condado de Mer cer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 695-6249

Condado de Middlesex—New Bruns wick . . . . . . . (732) 249-7600

Condado de Middlesex—Perth Amboy . . . . . . . . (732) 324-1613

Condado de Un ion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 354-4340

Essex-New ark Le gal Ser vices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 624-4500

Le gal Ser vices of North west Jer sey

Condado de Hunterdon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 782-7979

Condado de Mor ris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 285-6911

Condado de Somerset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 231-0840

Condado de Sus sex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 383-7400

Condado de War ren . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 475-2010

North east New Jer sey Le gal Ser vices

Condado de Bergen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (201) 487-2166

Condado de Hud son . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (201) 792-6363

Condado de Passaic. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 523-2900

Ocean-Monmouth Le gal Ser vices

Condado de Monmouth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (732) 866-0020

Condado de Ocean . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (732) 341-2727

South Jer sey Le gal Ser vices

Condado de At lan tic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 348-4200

Condado de Burlington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 261-1088

Condado de Cam den . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 964-2010

Condado de Cape May . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 465-3001

Condado de Cum ber land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 691-0494

Condado de Glou ces ter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 848-5360

Condado de Salem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 678-6492

Unidad de tramitación inicial . . . . . . . . . . . . . (800) 496-4570

Unidad para la defensa del consumidor . . . . . . . (856) 429-8291




