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Re fund An tic i pa tion Loans

BE FORE TAX SEA SON STARTS, there are some facts you
should know about sources of free tax prep a ra tion
help and re fund an tic i pa tion loans.

TAX PREP A RA TION
While there are tax prep a ra tion pro grams, com pa -

nies, and peo ple who will pre pare your taxes, most of
them charge a fee for do ing so. Many also charge for
fil ing your re turn. There should be ab so lutely no rea son to
pay some one to pre pare your tax re turn. There are sev eral
ways to have your in come tax re turn pre pared for you
free, as out lined be low. There are also many or ga ni za -
tions in each county that will pre pare and file your re -
turn for you.

Free File
The IRS Free File pro gram makes tax soft ware pro -

grams avail able to el i gi ble tax pay ers for free. The Free
File soft ware pro grams will help you com plete your
fed eral in come tax re turn and will then file the re turn
with the IRS for you at no cost. The soft ware pro grams
given to el i gi ble tax pay ers are the same tax pro grams
that are sold in stores. For 2008, tax pay ers who earn
$52,000 or less will be able to find a Free File of fer for
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About Looking Out 

Looking Out For Your Le gal Rights is pub lished 10 times a

year by Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey. If you are a Le gal

Ser vices cli ent, you can pick up a copy at your lo cal Le -

gal Ser vices of fice. You may also read Looking Out on

our Web site at www.lsnj.org/selfhelp.htm.

Sub scrip tions

Sub scrip tions are $10 a year. See or der form on page 11.

Back Is sues

You can view back is sues at www.lsnj.org/selfhelp.htm.

Printed cop ies of back is sues, when avail able, are $3 each.

Change of Ad dress

If you are mov ing, please send us your new ad dress and

a copy of your Look ing Out mail ing la bel.

Com ments

If you have any sug ges tions or com ments about Look ing 

Out, we would like to hear from you. Please send all cor -

re spon dence to:
Ed i tor, Looking Out

Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey
P.O. Box 1357

Ed i son, NJ  08818-1357
pub li ca tions@lsnj.org

This news let ter is for gen eral in for ma tion only. If you
have a le gal prob lem, you should see a law yer.

A por tion of the cost of this pub li ca tion was sup ported
by funds pro vided by the IOLTA Fund of the Bar of
New Jer sey.

© 2008 Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

Look ing Out For Your Le gal Rights is a fed er ally reg is tered trade mark of Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey.

which they are el i gi ble. (This amount
may change. Please check our Web site,
www.lsnjlaw.org, for updates to this
article.) 

To use Free File, you must use a com -
puter and go to the IRS Web site,
www.irs.gov. From the IRS.gov Web site,
you can link to one of the tax soft ware
com pany Web sites that are part of the
Free File pro gram. Once you have
reached the Free File Home—Your Link to 
Free On line Fil ing page, you will find in -
for ma tion to help you with fil ing your
fed eral re turn on line. 
Click the Start Now
but ton to re view the
list of tax soft ware
com pa nies and se lect
one that best suits
your needs. Once you
se lect a com pany link
from the list, you will
be no ti fied you are
leav ing the IRS.gov
Web site, and you will

be taken di rectly to that com pany’s Web
site to be gin prep a ra tion of your fed eral
in come tax re turn. Re mem ber, you
must ac cess the com pany through the
IRS.gov Web site in or der to use Free
File. 

As you start us ing the pro gram, you
will be asked a se ries of ques tions. Your
an swers to these ques tions will al low the
pro gram to pre pare your re turn and cal -
cu late your taxes and re fund. When you
are fin ished an swer ing the ques tions
and your re turn has been pre pared,
your re turn will be au to mat i cally filed
elec tron i cally. Most peo ple re ceive their 

re fund within 10
days of us ing the
Free File  program.

The Free File
pro gram will only
help you with your
fed eral  in come
taxes.  You may
con sider one of
the op t ions on
page 3 for your
state in come taxes.

Tax Preparation
con tin ued from page 1

Many post of fices and li brar ies have IRS tax
pub li ca tions, forms, and in struc tions avail able. 
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Vol un teer In come Tax As sis tance
(VITA)

There are hun dreds of Vol un teer In -
come Tax As sis tance (VITA) sites
around the state. The VITA sites are
staffed with peo ple who can help pre -
pare your in come tax re turn for free if
your 2008 in come is $42,000 or be low.
There are usu ally VITA sites spon sored
by AARP at lo cal li brar ies, churches,
 senior cen ters, and other neigh bor hood 
lo ca tions. To lo cate the site clos est to
you, call 1-800-TAX-1040 or go to the
IRS Web site, www.irs.gov, and type in
the words vol un teer in come tax as sis tance
or vita. To find an AARP vol un teer, call
1-888-227-7669 or go to the AARP Web
site at www.aarp.org/taxaide/home.html.
The sites also have all the tax forms
(1040, 1040EZ, etc.) and in struc tions
you may need to pre pare your re turn.
You may also con tact the Tax Le gal As -
sis tance Pro gram at Le gal Ser vices of

New Jer sey to lo cate a VITA site by
calling 1-888-576-5529.

IRS
Your lo cal IRS of fice will also pre pare

your tax re turn for you at no charge, if
your in come is at or be low $40,000. You
can find the lo cal IRS of fice ad dress and
tele phone num ber in the box above and 
at the IRS Web site, www.irs.gov.

Tax Coun sel ing for the El derly (TCE)
Tax Coun sel ing for the El derly

(TCE) is an other pro gram that pro vides
free tax prep a ra tion to peo ple age 60
and older. For more in for ma tion on the
TCE pro gram and to find TCE sites, call
the IRS toll-free at 1-800-829-1040.

Where can I find tax forms?
Many post of fices and li brar ies have

IRS tax pub li ca tions, forms, and in struc -
tions avail able. Par tic i pa tion of post

Lo cal IRS Of fices
All of fices open Mon day-Fri day, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

City Street Ad dress Tele phone 

Cherry Hill 57 Haddonfield Rd., Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 (856) 321-1328

Ed i son 100 Dey Place, Ed i son, NJ 08817 (732) 572-9752

Fairfield 165 Passaic Ave., Fairfield, NJ 07004 (973) 808-0821

Free hold 4 Par a gon Way, Free hold, NJ 07728 (732) 660-0063

Jer sey City 30 Mont gom ery St., Jer sey City, NJ 07302 (201) 332-9110

Mays Land ing 5218 At lan tic Ave., Mays Land ing, NJ 08330 (609) 625-0678

Moun tain side 200 Shef field St., Moun tain side, NJ 07092 (908) 301-2112

New ark 20 Wash ing ton Place, New ark, NJ 07102 (973) 645-6690

Paramus 1 Kalisa Way, Paramus, NJ 07652 (201) 634-7052

Parsippany 1719-C Rte. 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054 (973) 808-0821

Pat er son 200 Fed eral Plaza, Pat er son, NJ 07505 (973) 357-4114

Tren ton 44 S. Clinton Ave., Tren ton, NJ 08609 (609) 989-0533
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 offices and li brar ies changes from year
to year, so call ahead be fore mak ing the
trip. Elec tronic ki osks con tain ing com -
monly-used forms (Form 1040 se ries)
and tax in for ma tion are also avail able in
some lo ca tions. You can also type con tact
my lo cal of fice in the search box on
www.irs.gov to find avail abil ity by state.
All lo cal IRS Tax payer As sis tance Cen -
ters have tax pub li ca tions, forms, and in -
struc tions avail able to pick up.

Pub li ca tion 910 is a com plete list ing
of free tax ser vices. You can get this bro -
chure by cal l  ing the IRS at
1-800-829-1040 or by vis it ing the IRS
Web site, www.irs.gov.

A va ri ety of Braille ma te ri als may be
or dered at no charge by call ing the IRS
at 1-800-TAX-FORM (1-800-829-3676).
The Braille print files are in .brf for mat
and can be sent di rectly to an em bosser
for high-qual ity Braille output. r

By Marcie Har ri son, Se nior At tor ney, Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey Tax Le gal As sis tance Pro ject

Re fund An tic i pa tion Loans
RE FUND AN TIC I PA TION LOANS are loans that have very high in ter est
rates. The loan is made to you in an amount equal to or less than
the amount you will get from the IRS as a tax re fund. 

When you re pay the loan, you will also have to pay in ter est,
which can range from 50% to 700% of the loan amount. In stead of
keep ing your en tire re fund, you will have to turn over the re fund
and the in ter est to the lender.

If the IRS does not agree with the num bers on your tax re turn
and does not re fund the amount of money you an tic i pated, you
still owe the lender the full amount you bor rowed and the in ter est
on that amount.

Re fund an tic i pa tion loans are not that much quicker than wait -
ing for the re fund from the IRS. If you file elec tron i cally, the IRS
can send your re fund to you within 10 to 14 days. Even if you do not
file elec tron i cally, you should re ceive your re fund in a few weeks.
To check on the sta tus of your re fund, you can con tact the IRS at
1-800-829-1040 or go to the IRS Web site at www.irs.gov. 

Fi nally, if you want to know when your re fund will be sent to you, 
you can get that in for ma tion by go ing on the IRS Web site and hit -
ting the box la beled, Where’s My Re fund? To get the an swer, you will 
need to en ter your So cial Se cu rity num ber or ITIN, the fil ing sta tus 
you used, and the an tic i pated amount of the re fund.
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Find ing Doc tors Who Ac cept Medicaid

IT CAN BE DIF FI CULT to find a doc tor to
treat your med i cal con di tions when you
are on Medicaid. There are many dif fer -
ent types of med i cal cov er age plans for
those who have Medicaid. Sin gle adults
who re ceive Gen eral As sis tance (GA)
gen er ally have NJ Fam ily Care Plan G.
Re cip i ents of Tem po rary As sis tance to
Needy Fam i lies (TANF), Aged, Blind
and Dis abled Medicaid, and SSI
Medicaid have dif fer ent types of
Medicaid cov er age plans that may also
in clude med i cal cov er age through an
HMO. Peo ple who are di ag nosed with
med i cal con di tions, such as heart prob -
lems, di a be tes, or chronic pain, are of -
ten told that they should see spe cial ists
to treat these prob lems. Luck ily, there
are re sources avail able to help you find
treat ment ser vices.

First, be sure you know what type of
cov er age you have. If you are not sure,
look on your Medicaid card. It will have
ei ther the name of an HMO or NJ
FamilyCare. Then try one of the sug ges -
tions be low.

If I am cov ered through NJ FamilyCare 
or par tic i pat ing in fee-for-ser vice

Medicaid, who can I call to lo cate a
pri mary care doc tor or a spe cial ist

who ac cepts my Medicaid?
If you are cov ered through GA Fam ily 

Care, or are par tic i pat ing in fee-for ser -
vice Medicaid, you can call the Medicaid 
Med i cal As sis tance toll-free hot line at
1-800-356-1561. Choose se lec tion #5 by
county or zip code to find a doc tor  who
ac cepts Medicaid.

Med i cal As sis tance Cus tomer Cen -

ters (MACC) are county/re gional cen -
ters that help peo ple with med i cal
ben e fits and with find ing spe cial ists in
their area:
l At lan tic, Cape May, and Cum ber -

land coun ties: (609) 561-7569
l Cam den, Burlington, Glou ces ter,

Mer cer, and Sa lem: (856) 614-2870
l Essex County: (973) 648-3700
l Hud son County: (201) 217-7100
l Middlesex and Un ion: (732) 777-6977
l Monmouth and Ocean: (732) 761-3600
l Mor ris, Somerset, Hunterdon, Sus -

sex, and War ren: (973) 631-6440
l Passaic and Bergen: (973) 977-4077

What if I am a re cip i ent of TANF,
Aged, Blind and Dis abled Medicaid,

or SSI Medicaid? 
l TANF ben e fi cia ries must en roll in an

HMO to get their med i cal care but
can get Medicaid-cov ered ser vices on
a fee-for-ser vice ba sis for the first two
months. If you have not cho sen an
HMO af ter two months, you will be
ran domly as signed to an HMO but
will be able to change to an other
HMO at any time you wish. If you
have doc tors you want to stay with, ask 
them which HMO they ac cept and
choose that as your HMO. 

l Aged, Blind and Dis abled Medicaid re -
cip i ents and SSI Medicaid re cip i ents are
now be ing au to mat i cally en rolled in
HMOs. How ever, if you would rather
not be in an HMO and would like to
use Medicaid fee-for-ser vice, you
have the op tion to disenroll from the
HMO. Cal l  Medicaid at
1-800-356-1561 to disenroll. 
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If I re ceive NJ FamilyCare Plan A
(TANF re cip i ents, Aged, Blind and

Dis abled Medicaid, or SSI Medicaid),
through which HMO may I se lect

med i cal cov er age?
You may se lect cov er age through any

one of the five par tic i pat ing HMOs in
New Jer sey:
l Amerigroup New Jer sey, Inc.:

1-800-600-4441
(Cov ers all coun ties ex cept Sa lem)

l Healthnet of New Jer sey, Inc.:
1-800-555-2604
(Cov ers Burlington, Cam den, Cum -
ber land, Essex, Glou ces ter, Hud son,
Mer cer, Middlesex, Ocean, Passaic,
Sa lem, Somerset, Un ion Coun ties)

l AmeriChoice of New Jer sey, Inc.:
1-800-941-4647
(Cov ers all coun ties)

l Ho ri zon NJ Health:
1-877-765-4325 
(Cov ers all coun ties)

l Uni ver sity Health Plans, Inc.:
1-800-564-6847 
(Cov ers all coun ties ex cept
Cape May)

Can I change my HMO?
Peo ple who re ceive NJ FamilyCare

Plan A (TANF re cip i ents, Aged, Blind
and Dis  abled Medicaid,  or SSI
Medicaid) are able to switch from one
HMO to an other by call ing a Health
Ben e fits Co or di na tor at 1-800-701-0710
and ask ing to change their HMO. For

example, you may find out that your
doc tor no lon ger ac cepts your par tic u lar 
HMO but does ac cept oth ers. If you wish 
to re main in treat ment with this doc tor,
you may switch to an HMO plan the doc -
tor does ac cept. 

Are there any other op tions?
Fed er ally-funded qual i fied health

care cen ters  (FQHCs) pro vide
much-needed care to in di vid u als in the
state. The Web site, www.njpca.org/
FQHC/di rec tory.aspx, has lo ca tion ad -
dresses and phone num bers for easy ref -
er ence. There are lo ca tions in At lan tic,
Bergen, Burlington, Cam den, Cape
May, Cum ber land, Essex, Glou ces ter,
Hud son,  Mer cer,  Middlesex,
Monmouth, Mor ris, Ocean, Passaic, Sa -
lem, Sus sex, Un ion, and War ren coun -
ties. Al though some what dif fer ent from
one an other in com po si tion and in the
na ture of ser vices of fered, the FQHCs all 
tar get the health care needs of the med i -
cally underserved within their re spec -
tive ser vice ar eas.

Med i cal Care by County
Al most ev ery county has at least one

med i cal cen ter or clinic that pro vides
med i cal ser vices for the un in sured or
underinsured. The staff at these clin ics
of ten help their pa tients to find other
med i cal spe cial ists. You can find a list of
county pro vid ers on our Web site,
www.lsnjlaw.org. r

By Kathy Wal ter, MSW, LSW, So cial Worker, Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

You can find a list of county med i cal pro vid ers

on our Web site, www.lsnjlaw.org.
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Un der stand ing Driver’s Li cense Sus pen sions
PART TWO: EIGHT MOST COM MON TYPES OF SUS PEN SIONS

IN NEW JER SEY, a driver’s li cense can be
sus pended for many rea sons. This
two-part ar ti cle ex plains what you need
to know to get back be hind the wheel.
Part one, in the Sep tem ber is sue of Look -
ing Out, ex plained how to get more in -
for ma tion, the dif fer ence be tween
court-or dered sus pen sions and sus pen -
sions im posed by the Mo tor Ve hi cle
Com mis sion (MVC), and how to com -
plete the li cense res to ra tion pro cess
once all your sus pen sions have been
lifted. The sec ond part of this ar ti cle de -
scribes the eight most com mon types of
sus pen sions and how each may be lifted.
To find out what type of sus pen sion you
have,  cal l  the MVC tol l - free at
1-888-486-3339 or call the court that or -
dered your li cense sus pended. 

1. Driv ing-Re lated Vi o la tions
If you are found guilty of vi o lat ing a

mo tor ve hi cle law, your li cense may be
sus pended ei ther by a judge or by the
MVC. You will find out that the MVC is
go ing to sus pend your li cense by way of a 
writ ten no tice sent to you. The no tice
will state that your li cense is sched uled
to be sus pended for cer tain rea sons,
such as ac cu mu lat ing too many points as 
a re sult of mo tor ve hi cle vi o la tions. The
no tice will also ex plain what you can do
to avoid the sus pen sion. For ex am ple, if
you have ac cu mu lated too many points,
in some cases you may at tend a Driver
Im prove ment Pro gram to re move three
points from your li cense and avoid the
sched uled sus pen sion. The MVC can
pro vide more in for ma tion about this

WARN ING!
Ar rest war rants may be is sued for
fail ure to ap pear in court, un paid
park ing tick ets, un paid court-or -
dered pen al ties, or un paid child
sup port. To avoid be ing ar rested,
you should first call each court iden -
ti fied by the MVC to ask if a war rant
has been is sued. If you ap pear in
per son, there may be se ri ous con se -
quences, in clud ing ar rest, in car cer -
a tion, or an or der that you pay bail.
If you find out that a war rant has
been is sued for your ar rest, try to get
an at tor ney to rep re sent you. When
you ap pear in court, a judge has a
duty to in form you about the pub lic
de fender or mu nic i pal pub lic de -

fender. How ever, by that time it may
be too late. It is best to con tact an at -
tor ney be fore ap pear ing in court.
Each mu nic i pal court in New Jer sey
has a pub lic de fender. When you call
the court about a pos si ble war rant,
ask for the name and phone num ber
of the mu nic i pal pub lic de fender.
You may have to pay a fee for mu nic i -
pal pub lic de fender rep re sen ta tion.
There is also a state pub lic de -
fender’s of fice, but that of fice only
rep re sents peo ple ac cused of se ri ous
(in dict able) crimes. For more in for -
ma tion about the state pub lic de -
fender’s of fice, call (609) 292-7087
or go to www.state.nj.us/de fender.
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pro gram. If you wish to chal lenge the
MVC’s de ci sion to sus pend your license,
you may request a hearing in writing.

If your li cense has been sus pended
be cause of driv ing-re lated vi o la tions,
con tact the MVC to ask how long the sus -
pen sion will last and whether you owe
any fines. Re view the sec tions be low to
learn more about court-or dered pen al -
ties or MVC-im posed fines (also called
in sur ance sur charges). Once you have
waited the re quired pe riod of time and
paid all fines, this type of sus pen sion will
be lifted. 

2. Fail ure to Ap pear in Court
If you fail to ap pear in court for any

rea son, that court will or der your li cense
sus pended. Call the MVC to find out
which courts have sus pended your li -
cense. In some cases, a war rant may be is -
sued for your ar rest. Please see the
warn ing above to learn how to han dle a
war rant. Con tact each court by tele -
phone to de ter mine what the un der ly -
ing court mat ter is and how to get a
court date. Once you ap pear in court,

this type of sus pen sion will prob a bly
be lifted.

3. Un paid Park ing Tick ets
A sus pen sion for an un paid park ing

ticket is or dered by the mu nic i pal court
where the ticket was is sued. To lift this
type of sus pen sion, you must ei ther ap -
pear in court and con test the ticket and
have the court dis miss it, or pay the fine
for the ticket. If you want to con test the
ticket, fol low the in struc tions on the ticket 
or call the mu nic i pal court that is sued the
ticket. If you ig nore a park ing ticket, a war -
rant will likely be is sued for your ar rest. If a 
war rant has been is sued, you must turn
your self in to the court be fore you will be
given a court date to con test the ticket.
Please see the warn ing on page 7 be fore
turn ing your self in to the court.

If you want to pay the ticket in full,
you can do so by mail, in per son at the
court, or on line at http://njcourts.
j u  d i  c i a r y . s t a t e . n j . u s / n j m c d i r e c t /
atswepr2/home.do. If you can not pay the
ticket in full, you should call the court
and ask how to ar range a pay ment plan.
Again, do not go in per son un less you
are sure no war rant has been is sued for
your arrest. 

4. Fail ure to Pay a
Court-Or dered Pen alty

A sus pen sion may be im posed for fail -
ing to pay any court-or dered fines. A
war rant may be is sued for your ar rest if
you have failed to pay the court-or dered
fine. Please see the warn ing about war -
rants above.

If a war rant has been is sued, the bond 
or bail amount will likely be the to tal
amount owed to the court. If you can not
pay the full amount, you may ask the

A sus pen sion for an un paid park ing ticket is
or dered by the mu nic i pal court where the

ticket was is sued. 
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court for a pay ment plan. Usu ally, once
there is a pay ment plan in place and a
pay ment has been made, the sus pen sion 
will be lifted. How ever, if you miss a pay -
ment, the court will prob a bly sus pend
your li cense again and will be less likely
to agree to a sec ond payment plan. 

5. Fail ure to Pay Child Sup port
If you have fallen six months or more

be hind on your child sup port pay ments,
a driver’s li cense sus pen sion and a war -
rant for your ar rest may be or dered by
the court. Please see the warn ing on page 
7. You should con tact the Fam ily Di vi sion 
of the court that or dered the sus pen sion
to get more in for ma tion about the
arrearages and the war rant. Gen er ally,
once a pay ment plan has been agreed to
and a pay ment has been made, this type
of sus pen sion will be lifted. 

6. Fail ure to Pay In sur ance Sur charges
The MVC can im pose fines, called in -

sur ance sur charges, for some driv ing-re -
lated vi o la tions. Sur charges are im posed 
once per year for three years in a row. If
you fail to pay sur charges, the MVC will
sus pend your li cense. Driv ing while sus -
pended due to out stand ing sur charges
can re sult in an ad di tional fine and sus -
pen sion. You can find out whether you
owe sur charges by en ter ing your driver’s 
li cense num ber and date of birth in the
search boxes on the MVC’s Sur charge
De part ment Web page at

www.njsurcharge.com or by call ing the
MVC Sur charge Department at (609)
292-7500. 

Sur charge-re lated sus pen sions can
be lifted by (1) pay ing the sur charge in
full; (2) pay ing a lower amount (“a ne go -
ti ated pay off amount”); or (3) agree ing
to a pay ment plan. Pay ments can be
made on line at www.njsurcharge.com; by
vis it ing an MVC Re gional Ser vice Cen -
ter;  by charg ing by phone at
1-888-651-9999; or by mail ing a check to
New Jer sey Mo tor Ve hi cle Com mis sion,
NJ-AISC, P.O. Box 4850, Trenton, NJ
08650. 

There is no ac tual ne go ti a tion in -
volved in a “ne go ti ated pay off amount.”
In stead, the Sur charge De part ment will
mail you a lump-sum pay ment no tice for 
an amount that is slightly less than the
to tal due. If you can not pay the ne go ti -
ated pay off amount, you should call the
Sur charge De part ment and re quest a
pay ment plan. If the pay ment amounts
in the plan of fered by the MVC are too
high, re quest lower pay ment amounts.
Once a pay ment plan is agreed to and a
down pay ment is made, your li cense will
no lon ger be sus pended. How ever, if
you miss a pay ment, MVC will im pose a
new sus pen sion and you will again owe
the re main ing un paid sur charge
amount. If you can not pay the sur -
charges at all, it may be best to con tact a
bank ruptcy at tor ney to try to discharge
your surcharges through bankruptcy. 

If you have fallen six months or more be hind on your

child sup port pay ments, a driver’s li cense sus pen sion and

a war rant for your ar rest may be or dered by the court.
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7. Fail ure to Carry 
In sur ance

 I f  you are
found guilty of
driv ing with out in -
sur ance, the court
will or der your li -
cense sus pended
and pos si bly im -
pose a fine. Also,
the MVC will im -
pose an ad di tional
sus pen sion. The
MVC sus pen sion
may be lifted only af ter you (1) show
proof of in sur ance or (2) turn in the reg -
is tra tion and li cense plates of the un in -
sured ve hi cle. You must pay all fines and
wait for the sus pen sion pe riod to pass
be fore you will be el i gi ble to begin the
restoration process.

8. Crim i nal Code Vi o la tions
A sus pen sion may be im posed as a

pen alty for con vic tion of cer tain crim i -
nal of fenses, whether or not a mo tor ve -
hi cle was in volved. The length of the
sus pen sion will vary and can be found by
re view ing the stat ute un der which you
were con victed. You may also con tact
the Crim i nal Di vi sion Man ager in the
county where your sen tenc ing took
place to find out un der which stat ute
you were con victed. 

In many cases, the sus pen sion pe -
riod is man da tory and will be gin when
you are re leased from jail. If the sus pen -
sion is not man da tory, you may want to
dis cuss your sus pen sion with an at tor -
ney to find out if any thing can be done
to re duce the im posed sus pen sion. Af -
ter the or dered pe riod of time, this type 
of sus pen sion will be lifted. 

When can I
drive again?
You must sat isfy 

all the re quire -
ments im posed by
the court and/or
the MVC in or der
to lift all sus pen -
sions be fore you
will be con sid ered
el i gi ble for res to -
ra tion of your li -
cense. Your
driver’s l i  cense

will not be re stored au to mat i cally. In
most cases, to fully re store your li cense,
you will have to pay a $100 res to ra tion
fee, re take any re quired tests, and get a
new driver’s li cense from the MVC. You
will be le gally per mit ted to drive only af -
ter you have been is sued a new driver’s
li cense and a no tice from the MVC stat -
ing that your driv ing privilege has been
fully restored.

What if I need more help?
You may find more de tailed in for ma -

tion, in a man ual pub lished by the New
Jer sey In sti tute for So cial Jus tice, Get ting
Back on the Road, which was used as a re -
source in de vel op ing this ar ti cle. It is
avail able at www.njisj.org. If your in come
is low, you may be able to re ceive le gal ad -
vice from LSNJ-LAW™, Le gal Ser vices of
New Jer sey’s state wide, toll-free le gal hot -
line. The hot line tele phone num ber is
1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529). Hot -
line hours are Mon day through Fri day, 8
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. If you are not el i gi ble
for as sis tance, the hot line will re fer you to 
other pos si ble  resources. r

By Shan non McGinn, LSNJ Staff At tor ney

You must sat isfy all the re quire ments im posed by
the court and/or the MVC be fore you will be

el i gi ble for res to ra tion of your li cense.
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Or der Form

q Yes, I want to sub scribe to Look ing Out For Your Le gal Rights®. En closed is a
check/money or der for $10.00 for a one-year sub scrip tion (10 is sues).

q New Sub scrip tion q Re newal (please at tach mail ing la bel)

q Send e-mail sub scrip tion only. E-mail ad dress: ___________________________

Name _____________________________________

Address ___________________________________

City, State, ZIP _____________________________

Make checks pay able to
Le gal Serv ices of New Jer sey

Mail cou pon and pay ment to
Le gal Serv ices of New Jer sey

P.O. Box 1357
Edi son, NJ  08818- 135712/08

New Jer sey Le gal Ser vices Pro grams
State Co or di nat ing Pro gram

Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

(732) 572-9100

www.LSNJ.org

LSNJ-LAW™ toll-free, state wide le gal hot line:

1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529)

www.LSNJLAW.org

Re gional Le gal Ser vices Pro grams

Cen tral Jer sey Le gal Ser vices

Mer cer County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 695-6249

Middlesex County—New Bruns wick . . . . . . . . . . . . . (732) 249-7600

Middlesex County—Perth Amboy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (732) 324-1613

Un ion County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 354-4340

Essex-New ark Le gal Ser vices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 624-4500

Le gal Ser vices of North west Jer sey

Hunterdon County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 782-7979

Mor ris County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 285-6911

Somerset County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 231-0840

Sus sex County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 383-7400

War ren County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 475-2010

North east New Jer sey Le gal Ser vices

Bergen County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (201) 487-2166

Hud son County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (201) 792-6363

Passaic County. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 523-2900

Ocean-Monmouth Le gal Ser vices

Monmouth County—Freehold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (732) 866-0020

Ocean County—Long Branch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (732) 222-3338

Ocean County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (732) 341-2727

South Jer sey Le gal Ser vices

Atlantic County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 348-4200

Burlington County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 261-1088

Cam den County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 964-2010

Cape May County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 465-3001

Cen tral ized In take . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-496-4570

Con sumer Law Unit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 429-8291

Cum ber land County Workers Rights Project . . . . . . . . (856) 691-0494

Glou ces ter County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 848-5360

Sa lem County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 678-6492



LA PREPARACIÓN DE IMPUESTOS Y
LOS PRÉSTAMOS ANTICIPADOS

BASADO EN EL REEMBOLSO
An tes que comience la temporada para declarar

impuestos, existen algunas realidades que debe
conocer acerca de los tipos de asesoramiento
tributario y los préstamos basado en el reembolso. 

LA PREPARACIÓN DE IMPUESTOS 
A pesar de que existen programas, compañías y per -

so nas que pueden preparar sus impuestos, la mayoría
le cobrará por llenar los formularios y muchos le
cobrarán aparte para presentar la declaración de
impuestos. No existe ninguna razón por la cual usted
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debería pagarle a alguien para que pre pare su 
declaración de impuestos. Existen varias
maneras gratuitas de preparar las
declaraciones de impuestos, como se in -
dica a continuación. También existen
varias organizaciones en cada condado
que l lenarán y presentarán las
declaraciones de impuestos.

Free File (Servicio gratuito para la
preparación de impuestos)

El programa gratuito del IRS Free
File es un servicio
computarizado que
está disponible a
contribuyentes que
cumplen con ciertos 
requis i tos .  Este
programa le
ayudará a presentar
la declaración de
impuestos ante el
IRS s in tener  que
pagar ningún costo
alguno. El programa

que se les da a los contribuyentes es igual 
al que se vende en las tiendas. Para el
2008, los contribuyentes que ganen
$52.000 o menos podrán encontrar un
programa adecuado que ofrezca Free
File, según los requisitos que se llene.
(Esta cantidad tal vez cambie. Visite
nuestra página Web, www.lsnjlaw.org,
para leer una versión ac tual de este
artículo). 

Para utilizar el programa Free File,
necesitará una computadora y entrar a
la página Web del IRS, www.irs.gov.
Desde esta página, tendrá acceso a una

lista de enlaces de
las páginas Web de
compañías que
forman parte de
Free Fi le ,  y  que
tienen programas
para l lenar los
impuestos. Una vez
que en tre a la página 
de inicio de Free File -
Your Link to Free On -
line Fil ing (Su enlace 
a la  declaración

Cuáles Son Sus Derechos Legales
Con respecto a Look ing Out 

Look ing Out for Your Le gal Rights® es publicada 10 veces al año

por los Servicios Legales de Nueva Jer sey. Si usted es un

cliente de los Servicios Legales, puede obtener una copia en

la oficina de Servicios Legales de su localidad. También

puede leer Look ing Out  en nuestro s it io Web

www.lsnj.org/espanol/selfhelp.htm.

Suscripciones

La suscripción cuesta $10 dólares por año.

Números atrasados 

Puede ver números atrasados en www.lsnj.org/espanol/

selfhelp.htm. Los números atrasados impresos, en caso de estar 

disponibles, cuestan $3 dólares cada uno.

Cambio de Dirección

Si se muda, envíenos su nueva dirección y una copia de la

etiqueta pegada al ul timo ejemplar de Look ing Out.

Comentarios

Si tiene alguna sugerencia o comentario con respecto a Look -

ing Out, nos gustaría oírlo. Envíe toda correspondencia a:

Ed i tor, Look ing Out 
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

P.O Box 1357
Ed i son, NJ 08818-1357
publicaciones@lsnj.org

Este boletín de noticias es sólo una información gen -
eral. Si tiene un problema jurídico, usted debería ver a
un abogado.

Una parte del costo de esta publicación se cubrió con
la ayuda proporcionada por el fondo IOLTA del
colegio de abogados de Nueva Jer sey.

© 2008 Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

Impuestos
continúa de la página 1

La oficina de correos y la biblioteca lo cal tienen
disponibles copias de las publicaciones sobre

impuestos del IRS, formularios e instrucciones.



Cuáles Son Sus Derechos Legales / Diciembre 2008 3

gratuita de
i m p u e s t o s ) ,
e n c o n t r a r á
información que
le ayudará a llenar
su declaración de
impuestos en la
Internet. Oprima
“Start Now” para
repasar la lista de
las compañías que
tienen programas
para los impuestos 
y seleccione el que
más le convenga.
Una vez que
seleccione el
enlace de la
compañía,  le
informarán que está saliendo del sitio
Web del  IRS.gov y lo l levará
directamente al sitio de la compañía
para que comience a preparar la
declaración de impuestos. Acuérdese
que deberá entrar a la página Web de la
compañía por medio de la página del
IRS.gov para utilizar el Free File. 

Le harán una serie de preguntas
cuando comience el programa. Al re -
sponder las preguntas, el programa
podrá preparar la declaración y calcular
el reembolso tributario. Una vez que
termine de contestar las preguntas y reg -
is trar la información, le enviarán de
manera automática y electrónica los
formularios  tr ibutarios  para la
declaración. 

La mayoría de la gente recibe el
reembolso en 10 días después de usar el
programa Free File.

Pero tenga en cuenta que éste sólo le
ayudará con la declaración de
impuestos federales. Por lo cual debe

tomar en cuenta
una de la
posibilidades que 
se presentan a
continuación.

La ayuda
voluntaria al

contribuyente
(Siglas en inglés

VITA)
A lo largo del

estado existen
varias centenas
de agencias de
Ayuda voluntaria 
al contribuyente
(VITA).  La
agencia  VITA

tiene el per sonal que le puede brindar
ayuda gratui ta para preparar la
declaración de impuestos sobre el
ingreso si el ingreso del 2008 es de
$42.000 dólares o menos. Por lo gen -
eral encontrará agencias de VITA
patrocinados por AARP en bibliotecas
lo cales, iglesias, centros para per so nas
de la tercera edad y otros lugares en el
vecindario. Para encontrar la agencia
más cercana llame al 1-800-TAX-1040 o
visite la página Web del IRS, www.irs.gov,
y escriba las palabras en inglés Vol un teer
In come Tax As sis tance (ayuda voluntaria
para la declaración de impuestos) o vita.
Para ponerse en contacto con un
voluntario de AARP, llame al número
1-888-227-7669 o visite la página Web
de AARP al www.aarp.org/taxaide/
home.html. Las agencias tienen todos
los formularios (1040, 1040EZ, etc.) e
instrucciones que necesitará para
llenar las declaraciones. También
puede ponerse en contacto con el

Encontrará alguna información tributaria del IRS en
español en la página Web www.irs.gov/espanol.
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Programa de asistencia jurídica al
contribuyente de los Servicios Legales
de Nueva Jer sey para encontrar una
agencia de VITA, llamando al número
1-888-576-5529.

IRS
La oficina lo cal del IRS también le

ayudará a preparar la declaración de
impuestos sin ningún costo alguno, si

tiene un ingreso de o menos de $40.000.
Si no puede encontrar la dirección o
número de teléfono de la oficina lo cal
de IRS visite la página Web, www.irs.gov.

El Programa de Asesoramiento
tributario para Per so nas Mayores

(Siglas en inglés TCE) 
Programa de Asesoramiento sobre

Impuestos para Per so nas Mayores

EL PRÉSTAMO ANTICIPADO SOBRE EL REEMBOLSO

El préstamo anticipado sobre el reembolso son tipos de
préstamos que tienen un índice de interés muy alto. Le prestan la
misma cantidad o menos de lo que recibiría del IRS como
reembolso de los impuestos. 

También tendrá que pagar por el préstamo junto con el interés,
que varía desde un 50% a 700% de la cantidad del préstamo. En vez
de quedarse con todo su reembolso, deberá dárselo y pagar el
interés al prestamista. 

Si el IRS no está de acuerdo con la cifra que se in dica en la
declaración, no le reembolsarán el dinero que esperaba, sin em -
bargo aún tiene que pagar todo el dinero que pidió prestado y
también el interés de esa cantidad. 

A pesar de que recibirá este tipo de reembolso más rápido,
existen otras maneras de obtenerlo casi al mismo tiempo. Si usted
presenta una declaración de impuestos electrónico, el IRS le puede 
enviar el reembolso en sólo 10 a 14 días. Aún si no lo hace
electrónicamente, recibirá el reembolso en unas cuantas semanas.
Para verificar el estado de su reembolso, puede ponerse en
contacto con el IRS llamando al 1-800-829-1040 o en la página Web
de IRS al www.irs.gov. 

Por último, si desea sa ber cuándo le enviarán el reembolso, podrá
encontrar esa información en la página Web del IRS al presionar la
casilla que dice en inglés Where’s My Re fund? (¿Dónde está mi
reembolso?). Para recibir la respuesta, tendrá que poner el número
de seguro so cial o el ITIN, el estatus que utilizó y la cantidad que
espera recibir.
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(Siglas en inglés TCE) es otro programa
que brinda servicios gratuitos para la
preparación de impuestos a per so nas de 
más de 60 años de edad. Para recibir más 
información sobre el programa TCE y
para encontrar agencias del TCE, llamé
al  número gratuito del  IRS at
1-800-829-1040.

¿Dónde puedo encontrar los
formularios para declarar impuestos?

La oficina de correos y la biblioteca
lo cal tienen disponibles copias de las
publicaciones sobre impuestos del IRS,
formularios e  instrucciones.  La
participación de las oficinas de correos y 
bibliotecas cambia de un año al otro,
por lo tanto llame an tes de presentarse.
En algunos lugares verá que tienen
puestos computarizados que tienen los
formularios de uso gen eral (la serie de
los formulario 1040) e información
tributaria. También puede escribir con -

tact my lo cal of fice en inglés (ponerse en
contacto con la oficina lo cal) dentro de
la casilla de búsqueda en www.irs.gov
para buscar por estado, los lugares
disponibles. Los centros lo cales de
ayuda al contribuyente del IRS tienen
disponible para llevar, publicaciones
sobre impuestos,  formularios  e
instrucciones.

La publicación 910 es una lista
completa de los servicios gratuitos para
los impuestos. Si llama al IRS al
1-800-829-1040 o visita la página Web del 
IRS, www.irs.gov podrá conseguir este
folleto. 

También se puede pedir  una
variedad de materiales gratuitos escritos
en Brai l le  s i  l lama al  IRS al
1-800-TAX-FORM (1-800-829-3676).
Los archivos en Braille están en formato
.brf y se pueden enviar directamente a
un transcriptor para obtener un texto
braille de alta calidad. r

Traducido del inglés por Carmiña Chung, traductora del servicio lingüístico de LSNJ

Formulario para hacer el pedido

q Sí, quiero suscribirme a Look ing Out for Your Le gal Rights®/Cuáles Son Sus Derechos Legales.
Adjunto encontrará un cheque/giro postal por $10.00 dólares para una suscripción por un año 
(10 ejemplares).

q Nueva suscripción q Renovación de la suscripción

q Envíe solamente una subscripción por correo electrónico. Dirección del correo
electrónico: ______________________________________

Nombre ___________________________________________

Dirección __________________________________________

Ciudad ____________________________________________

Estado, Código postal________________________________

Haga el cheque a nombre de 
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

Envíe el formulario y el pago a
Le gal Ser vices of New Jer sey

P.O. Box 1357
Ed i son, NJ  08818-1357

12/08


